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roa n"y man nryob nbmry na byary 
,('n ,a"a nn Nnp’p b"r nomy 
nNumy ins nrn obrya irynmryor 
p or nrn obrya ny mbryb nnnn 
rmnm p byi ,naman n’ by 
iod rynnory nn ba amab D’nnnpn 
(b"pn inm) D’mon 1003 nnary 
I’N ’a .nnrnar <iov min 1 ? nonm 
Nrn ’biNi mya’ nr’N ynv niN 
l”ryn no byary mm 'pry ryrmnn 
din mryb i”ny nbm Nbry rpbnb 
rynm N’anb nan pb Ninr .Dbrya 
hn’ Nbry inai nrn Dbryb min 
orbryr on tni .mbryr on naNa 
byion iiN’ai’ pn .bsbannb poa’ 
D’n’nbnb no nn n’ by nrn Dbrya 
ory by ama m’Nnr ,nnma n’ by in 
m orry ana Nbry ton bins oan 
rb min Nb ’3 nniNi vryimnn 
n3iy Nbr b3n n3iT Nin >3 ,naman 
,nryn rrynmor rmrynn m Diry 
nni3 i’N >3 nNimry nn >33 nyor 
nnrTb pn nab rnayb naman 

:D’N3n 

mnn onoo ry’ ni3iy m by ini 
b3n ,yp pN Dnoo mryyr Dbrya 
m rb ry’ pmi mnbn b3 orpn 
onN b3i’ Nbry rpbnb i”iyn ryrnrn 
nbynbry rynnn Ninr ,ri yp’b nnN 
p nr onrr nT H’ byry rynrynn 
rynnnry nn rynryn nnn yryn’nn 
.n’ryrna nryyn n’nn or baa 
nN’nin nb’nnr Nnby Nnn Nn”niN3i 
di’ b3i ryimnni pnyiry nmnn n»n 
na byary mm n» by Nin n’nn 
b33 o’rynnnnn Nn’niNn prynma 
lb i’Ni ,bNnry’ ’nnn »n» by n’nn ov 
mini rynm nr’N 13 rynnn’ Nbry on 
miNi , nnary pmi n»nbn nr’N n’ by 
nNry’ry pna obiy ”n Ninry rynm 
ryn ,nm obiyi byion o”pi yinp 
mNrynn nnnm onan nann my nn 
ry"Nnna N’n pi [ompn pa pmy it 
(mm noo mabn ryn nnop mabna) 
inm) nyn nm’ pny inbrry moai 
namaa man np’y Nnmnn (n"y 
- ynn marynn noo mo byary mm 

i"o niN 


amD’ry bNnry’n onN ba by nryy man 
nn nnrn nnnN nrnb inn nNm n"o ib 
piryn in mm noo npibn nb p yryim 
ia nnnry in iana piryn in man qoma 
nm nnn nbap ib’N3 nnN niN ib’QN 
ib ry’ ib’ON nnarnb ib pNry pry bai 
nnpb H3 ]ry’ manb ib’ONi nnn nann 
mmi b3N’ nn ib i’N ib’ON moN rynn 
in nnm mnbb na nnarnb i’na on 
nnry manb nnN nan ib I’Ni nryN Niy’b 
nnNi Nb nm b"r ry"Nnn n"n mai mn 
n"o I’ama imry 'mryNnn mmnb NbN 
n"o pamary Nn’Nn baN na 'nnibr 
Dna mnpb noian nna miN D’nnm 
in’ nryN bNnry’ ba by nryy man onna 
Nnmi mrym nmnn ’rymn amab mryn 
man .roar Nin ;na nimbi Dmiyimoi 
aman na mnbb na N’n nmnn nama 
byi on’oa nn’iy bNnry’ na nN nnnbi 
mann rym’o yn’ nrym’oi Nnnm n’ 
onoon in in pb o”ma by innm 
onamb Nbry nn oamab nnan nnNry 
mo mryN Niy’br nnm mnbb Nb on 
n"y inm nyn nni’ 

nan .’bi mryn ia”n ’bi ryna nnN’ in 
nob nrnb ibai’ry nbimrya nrnb 
nNiyr n"y man nryn ina nmry n"nyn 
bNnry’ nai tn nmry nomy o’pnan 
mnn ban :pm mbm in D’Nai’ 
nbryn nryno - onoN 

unnpn ann nnNry nn ’o by nnN’ in 
byi pnbynnn NO’b n"nmn nomonn 
t"nn bry rympn nmNa Nn’Nn pn 
ann bry rympn nooa oonm n"nbbr 
mN mn’N n’rynb bmyry n"y ’Nibron 
iaion innm nbimrya noym nn 
nrnb ry’ nn ,ory p’y nam I’nmyn 
in D’Nai’ bNnry’ nai piooa rmnnry 
mam ’ryNn ry"na ,’bi ryna mbm 
mm ’bp dp by'a bNnry'’ ’an 
tn I’rm’yn raron innm nbmoya 
D’noN mnn bn :pnr Nnrbr in ppo’ 


nnm nan noann imva nnnpn 

ni’p nmnn Nrn nmnn imam... 
nnrym rynrrya nnrb nan .ry’Nn 
nobrry ormn bry nrN pmy ryomr 
.(.T"a) nnm iron noNiy rnar na 
IN ny mbryb ryam nnNryn Ninr 
on nam Nb nn naa nrn nbryary 
Ninry nmnanr .nnrb orbryr 
ban onry o’pna bry onmrnbm 
nn nm obrya m’nryp mbryo 
nbrya nnmynn Ninry poa ni’pn 
nnm mnbn ini ,ny mbryb nrn 
nnm bry nmnan bban Nrn nnay 
mn’bn Ninr ,mmn J"nn bbaar 
namaa in non D”nvnn nna’Na 
rbry nnm nann nNiyny nooa 
o’mnbnn n’i nrn obrya o’n”p 
’on in i’on nn’nbn Doa o’inpn 

:i’ina 

on nab iana N’n mrnnNn mam 
nan mama ba nbbrary nnpn 
INi ,nrn obrya nnNryn nm’ry nnm 
nnN ’N no byary onan Ninon 
nnN orpn ban ,anaa DnniNb ’N^n 
mao Dnama nn amab nmnry 
np’yry ,Dab iana mao bbaar 
lor bar ,mmnb o”p nm’ry mnan 
bNnry’ ynNa nn’ bNnry’ ba imry 
onmian no Dn’obnn nnm rnobr 
by raoo’ Nbry na naman nnoNi 
mobb ranoa’i ,Nmor Naman no 
ran ’oo norb non i’Nn ann ’oo 
,'b n’yry’) noNiry roar ,rana ’oob 
roar inro on niNin p’y nmr ('a 
’a .n’orob nnn (.a"’ mnrn) noNiy 
p pNry no ,abn ’poyo nbmo noa 
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.^iNfi jini o>tt\yn jin o’pbN n*ii Ji’vyNii 
In the beginning Hashem created the 
heaven and the earth. 

The Rebbe Reb Simcha Bunim of Parshischa 
ZY”A, said that the goal of knowledge is to 
know that in the beginning Hashem created 
the heaven and earth, only once we have 
that belief can we [seek to] indelve further. 

The Netziv [Rav Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin 
ZT”L] Rosh Yeshiva of Volozhin, was once 
confronted by someone who was not 
observant and said the reason for his lack of 
observance. It was that he has a lot of 
“questions.” To that the Netziv answered, 
“Your questions are not questions, they are 
answers [to do as you wish.]” 

The Lechevicher Rebbe ZY”A said on a 
similar note that, “Kel A-don al kol 
hamasim”, Hashem - the Master over all 

works; [recited at shachris Shabbos by day] IS an answer 

to all questions. 

Reb Elchonon Bunim Wasserman ZTVK”L, in 
his Sefer, Omer Ani Maaseh LiMelech 
expounds in depth the evils of Reform and 
Zionism. In short he says that one is the 
offspring of the Eiruv Rav and the other of 
Amoleik. It is in these last generations 
before the arrival of Moshiach that the 
Yetzer Hora uses all his powers to make 
impure the holy souls of the Jewish 
Children. 

nivwoo mbr>\y - opm* n>i yon ”'V *iiNb n*i> 
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Ah Guttin Shabbos - Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig 


jm>b riNV 

Bereishis -The Zohar Hakodosh says, “Fear - 
Respect” “fear - Shabbos” can we ask what 
is the connection of “fear - respect” to 
Shabbos? Explains the Chiddushei Harim 
ZY”A, as it says in the Gemara in Nedorim 
20., that one who does not have the trait of 
respect it is known that his fore fathers did 
not stand at Har [Mount] Sinai. As it says, 
ppinn im ’b dd^d by itint> 'pn pob 
Hence once one sins, he no longer has this 
respect. On Shabbos the above respect 
returns to Klall Yisroel, since Moshe Rabeinu 
returns the crowns to Klall Yisroel which 
they received when they said “Naseh”-we 
will do before “Nishma”-we will listen. It 
returns to them the respect that they 
received at Har Sinai. Therefore the Talmud 
Yerushalmi in Mesechtas [Tractate] Dimai 
says, a boor has the fear of Shabbos on him 
and he will not lie. On Shabbos the shame is 
returned, and therefore - npnnip nt> 

With all the above, we must conclude as we 
say in Shemona Esrei of Shachris Shabbos - 
bps .ib riNnp pip p .ipbo nifioa nvp nop? 
ninb ppi .pt? in by 7>pb iipya .ib ririi iPN'p niNipri 
niris pi .mp npop opa iinp? .itp inin opiN: 
7Li-iin3 - Ne’eman means trustworthy, solid. 
We must watch ourselves from all the ‘isims 
which Rav Elchonon Wasserman said will 
dissolve before the arrival of Moshiach. 
Communism will not make all equal, Zionism 
will not protect the Jewish Nation, Capitalism 
will not satisfy the rich, and Socialism will not 
feed the poor. As we see in this week’s 
Haftorah - 

N QNn yp'n opnpii) o?opn Nnia >n b-Nn ion nb 
: na o>ab'nb nmiYnby oyb noPi iti'i n>N^Nm 

t ■ : - - : t v t t t t t : i ■■ t v t v: v : 

By being careful with Shmiras Shabbos, and 
all Mitzvos Hashem, we will be fulfilling the 
purpose of creation, and have the Zechus 
[merit] of a Geulah Shleima [speedy 
redemption], Amein. 
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The Tiferes Shlomo explains [based upon the 
Gemorah in Sanhedrin 108:] the difference between 
two types of Tzaddikim. One type of Tzaddik calls 
out to Hashem when in need, and is answered. As it 
says in Tehillim 102. 

: piyo mN3p ’b nrnm ’n bB nibyon T>\y 
And in Bamidbor 20:16 

on oniipp 7 NbO nb\??i nbp yopo ’n 5 b pysm 

There is another type of Tzaddik that doesn't call 
out for his needs. As it says in Eicha 3:26 
,'n nsnwnb oam bm mo 
And only in thought they await a Yeshua. 

As it is said in the Zohar Hakodosh by Elisha "I do 
not want to bother the Commander [Hashem]." By 
Esther Hamalka we see too, that she did not request 
for anything - 033 rwp3 Nb 

On this level it is said 'i>i n\yy> vno> ym 

The will of those who fear him is done and their call 

is heard and they are helped. [Tehillim 145{19}] 

On the first time, it is with pm will alone and 
afterward oy’vym yo\y> onyw tini and their calls are 
heard, that they are Mispallel - Daven - and are 
answered. 

This was the level of Noach, that he did not call out, 
but as it says po3in N3 vbNO ni tin o’pbN topi -and 
Hashem remembered Noach. The remembrance came 
spontaneous even without his Davening. 

Therefore we say in the Pissukim [versus] of 
Zichronos on Rosh Hashanah by Mussaf - 

702 b 310 7 in 3 t 3 nby ionyo rmi d 3 DN 3 ni tin oh 
By itself it went up to you, Hashem, his 
remembrance for good, since you remember the 
doings of all, and there is no forgetfulness before 
Your Throne. So to shall the recitation of 
remembrance [Zichronos] ascend single-handedly, up 
to Hashem alone, and Shofros is with only a sound 
itself. 

Two interacting stories between the great Tzaddikim 
Reb Shloma Karliner and Reb Boruch of Mezibuzh 
can elaborate these ways in Avodas Hashem. 

When the chasunah of the children of the 
aforementioned took place in Mezibuzh. The 
Chassidim of Reb Shlomo Karliner ZY"A, honored 


him with the use of an expensive chariot to respect 
him on the occasion of the Simcha. 

When the chariot passed the home of the Rebbe Reb 
Boruch ZY"A, he looked out the window and said, 
noDi no3 nnN by mm ’\yiyb 73 mm miyb on 
L iterally, if for those who do against His will is such 
for those who obey even more so deserving. 

This went from ear to mouth until it reached the holy 
Tzaddik Reb Shlomo Karliner Himself! 

At the Chasunah Seudah, Reb Shlomo Karliner asked 
Reb Boruch of Mezibuzh, "What is it that The 
Mechuten called me "Him >03iyb” against his will?" 

To that Reb Boruch of Mezibuzh answered. "What I 
said was that I try to Daven that there be no bad 
decreed on Klall Yisroel. But even you, if there is 
already a decree with your power of Teffilah [prayer] 
you nullify it." 

Reb Shlomo Karliner ZY"A was of broad build and 
had a large menorah. To which he once exclaimed, "I 
am of large build and have a large menorah that I 
light, but I don't know what happens when I light it." 
The Mechuten Reb Boruch of Mezibuzh ZY"A, is of 
small build, has a small menorah, and when he lights 
it, it shines in all the Olomos [Worlds]! 

As Reb Yom Tov Ehrlich says on his tape Ranenu 
Tzaddikim, "Yede [every] Rebbe is a vunder, 
[wonder] Yede hut zein veg [approach] 
bazunder. [respectively]" 
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jin I'liTia n>n o>pii pn* v)»n ni ni JVTbui n>N 
'V'ov'iJ ji’^nii :nj d»pbNri 

v;\yi - o’lio oA^jn o’pvrs by) omrmbiri npy 
The real progeny of the righteous are their good 
deeds.-Rashi 

Rashi comments here that the righteous regard 
their good deeds as their progeny. 

Rabbi Yaakov Yitzhak of Pershyscha used to say: 
Every man says that he works and toils only for 
his children, so that they may grow up to become 
good Jews, well-versed in the Torah. But when 
the children are grown, they, as parents, continue 
to insist that they have no time to think about 
their own Torah study because they must attend 
to the training of their children. 

The Torah points out that Noach regarded himself 
as a “child” in that sense of the word - “These are 
the progeny of Noach”. Noach was not content to 
devote all his time to the education of his 
children. He thought of his own personality, too, 
as a “child” who is in need of education and 
improvement. Thus, working to increase his own 
knowledge and to improve his own character, 
Noach became “a proper child” who understood 
that not only children, but also their parents, must 
serve Hashem . - Rav Yaakov Ahron of 
Alexzander 


\*iNn NbtaJii o>pbN 7 i > 3 ob \ind Jiniyjii 

n">o V'o Ji>iyN*ia 

The earth also was corrupt before Hashem, and 
the earth was filled with violence. {6:11} 

When people are “corrupt before Hashem”; i.e. 
corrupt in their relationship with Hashem, lacking 
fear of Hashem, the earth will be “filled with 
violence” between people, for where there is no 
fear of Hashem, there also can be no honesty. - 
Mayonei Shel Torah 


my o»n rwo n m intw mo ’rmpt pyb 
.n. 3.3 .i.n,Ptnyn ywn a ymbi 



The Torah warns us (Noach 9:6) that someone who 
spills the blood of another human, should be 
killed. Why? The Torah continues, "Ki Btzelem 
Elokim Asoh Es Ha'adam; because in the image of 
Hashem man was made." Killing a person is 
tantamount to destroying the image of Hashem 
Himself. "This is an amazing thing," notes Rav 
Yaakov Kamenetzky. "Murder is the most heinous 
crime known to man of any persuasion. Why does 
the Torah need to give a reason that you are 
destroying a Tzelem Elokim? Do we need to be so 
philosophical about forbidding such an act that 
even the most corrupt mind can comprehend on it 
own?" "Indeed," says Rav Yaakov, "left to human 
logic and barest morality, people will 
murder. They will surely come up with reasons and 
justifications for why this is different. The Torah 
needed to give us a reason that stands beyond 
human reproach; it is laying a hand on the image of 
Hashem for which there is no excuse. From here 
we see," says Rav Yaakov, "that without Yiras 
Shomayim nothing is sacred and nothing will 
escape the corruption and perversion of human 
logic." 


vnobp tnombp n p»mn pH* obiy mtb 
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The Chozeh of Lublin ZY"A said that the 
Shabbos of Lech Lecha symbolizes the 
category of Ma'afeilah Le'orah "from 
darkness to light." 

When Avrohom Avienu spread the name and 
belief of Hashem, he brought a great lightness 
on the world. What is the importance of light 
over dark? Simply it need not be explained. 
Everyone knows the difference between light 
and dark, or day and night. 

We do find a Possuk in Koheles, Perek 
(chapter) 2 verse 13 

yhpp mbopn nponb yhp’ vbv) pn ’Tpzsni 

piynn )n TiNn 

And I see that there is an abundance to wise 
over foolishness, as the light over dark. We 
now see that Shlomo Hamelech differentiates 
in Koheles, what is light, and what the 
meaning of darkness is. The next Possuk 
(verse 24) 

pin 7 bin 7 v)'m b^pon) iY)N'-p ppy oonp 
A wise man has his eyes in his head and a fool 
goes in the dark. 

We can expound on this, it doesn't say a wise 
in the light, nor does it say that a fool does not 
have eyes. The difference will then be one 
who goes is the light with wisdom, in 
contrast, to fool who is in the darkness of 
foolishness. 

77N3 nyp ’TinbPni >r\ >rr-N on:) o’Ni o’p’ rpn 
nNyo^b on o’o/Nm Nbi onbb nyp Kb 
N”’£) 'n p~id tnny not?: on 'fi >717 
They will not be hungry for bread, nor will 
they be thirsty for water. It will only be the 
word of Hashem they will want to hear. 

This Possuk is going on Ikvisah diMishicha. It 
seems to sound very good, so what is the 
quandary? Ask the Seforim. To which they 


answer that in Ikvisah diMishicha it will be a 
time of enormous chaos, and confusion that 
one will starve and thirst to hear a morsel of 
the word of truth, The word of Hashem. 

Klall Yisroel is awaiting the ultimate 
redemption. The Beis Aharon of Karlin 
explains (As I heard from the Pinsk Karliner 
Rebbe Shlit"a), the Possuk 

: onp bwini .rpibQn 'nb p 
When Moshiach will come speedily in our 
days, Hashem will be crowned by Klall 
Yisroel with their full will, on all their actions 
and existence. On the Nations it will be as a 
ruler that Hashem will rule on them. 

7Dt>: "D’7 'n ’fp p nn> oiip by inoi >r\ Tiny nbni 

rv'D 'n p7D n’y\y> 

’Ap* AN flANl OrplN bN O’pbN 7 ttN >1 

p“i£> rptyNoa 7£>t> :o A*V*rb 7’7t)N 7y7n aan 

\P' ; £) 

An Elderly fellow once approached the Gerrer 
Rebbe, Rav Yisroel Alter ZY”A, and told him 
“I remember being at your Bris! The Beis 
Yisroel answered him, Hashem is the Zocher 
HaBris (remembers), you have to be a shomer 
HaBris. (Maintain the holiness of the Bris.) 
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And I will bless those who bless you, and curse him 
who curses you; and in you shall all families of the 
earth be blessed. {12:3} 

It is possible to explain the word INN as meaning 
not “I will curse” but rather “I will enlighten”. At 
such time as the knowledge of Hashem covers the 
earth as the waters cover the sea, those who 
formerly cursed the children of Abraham will be 
enlightened and realize that the people of Hashem 
are the source of blessing for all humanity. - 
Vilna Gaon 

n»\yN73 :311131 71733 t13l7»3 INI? 733 Q73N1 

3"3 

And Avrom was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in 
gold. {13:2} 

Avrom was the first person who acknowledged 
the One Hashem and taught pure faith. 
Nevertheless, the Torah does not represent him as 
a person without material possessions who is 
totally immersed in the quest for G-dliness and in 
heavenly matters, but rather as a person who is 
socially involved — a very wealthy property 
owner with cattle, silver, and gold, who is not 
separated from the precious things of this world. 
He had “Torah and material greatness in one 
place”. His greatness enhanced his crown of 
Torah so that he could be a pillar of kindness 
[among men], - Menachem Tzion 

lotJi ntt»ttV7ii to 17311 i>3N>i nsinn iriN 2on>! 

:13>1t n> 11 > 1l3 ib 7)3201 OnN lOpb b3in ON 0*331311 

0"0 113 (710 JOY 1 N 73 10 O 

And he brought him outside, and said, Look now 
toward heaven, and count the stars, if you are able to 
count them; and he said to him, So shall your 
offspring be. {15:5} 

As viewed from the earth, the stars look like tiny 
specks. In fact, though, they are worlds unto 
themselves, some of which are even larger than 
our own earth. Klall Yisroel are similar: they may 


appear small and insignificant on earth, but, in the 
sight of Heaven, they are very great and are even 
considered the pillar of all Creation. - Baal Shem 
Tov 

To describe Yaakov's departure from Be’er Sheva the 
Torah uses the word Vayeitzei. Rashi famously 
comments that a Tzaddik's departure makes an impact 
as he takes with him the beauty, glory, and luster of 
the place. When Avrohom left his father's house it 
says, "Lech Lecha," why did it not say, Vayeitzei ? 
The Chasam Sofer answers that Yaakov left a city 
steeped in Torah and Yiras Shomayim, that were the 
hallmarks of all those that came far and wide to be 
under the influence of Avrohom and Yitzchok. These 
good people appreciated Yaakov, and therefore, his 
departure was a blow to the entire atmosphere of the 
city. However, when Avrohom left his city, it was 
almost entirely under the influence of Nimrod and his 
heretical beliefs. Avrohom was a pariah. Therefore, 
his leaving did not impact anyone in the city. In fact, 
they were quite happy to see him go. 
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In Rabbinic literature we do not find the term \toiy “D 
in the singular. It always appears as p\yiiy ~il- in the 
plural. The phrase ,m^O “D though, almost always 
appears only in the singular form. Perhaps this can be 
explained in terms of the well-known anecdote about 
the Kotzker Rebbe, who, when asked which was his 
favorite and most important Mitzvah, replied: 
“Whichever Mitzvah I happen to be doing at the 
time!” 

This insight may be of help to a Bar Mitzvah to 
remind him that, even though he is obligated to fulfill 
all of the Mitzvos, whatever mitzvah he is fulfilling 
should be as beloved to him as if it were the only one 
he had the zechus to fulfill. He has only one mitzvah - 
the one is he is doing! 

,odi o’mw ntoDn nbrn [.op nivy] uwri 
rPy non mn mown uo n!opn nbyo mbyb bo’ now 
imy nidi i’tdt ii”m .ombyntn o>mw c»onb it non 
rarrm n>nw ioiy imv omrmi pionn ^itoi ombv 

no> onn not? :b»’o nmnv 
And so we see in the Gemorah in Shabbos "Greater is 
the mitzvah of Hachnosas orchim than being Mikabel 
[Greeting] The Shechinah". From here we learn that 
every mitzvah has -i-its respect, our obligation, pride, 
and strength to fulfill in its entirety. 

The Tchebiner Rov Doesn't Sleep On 
Shabbos 

For the last twelve years of the life of this elderly Godol Hador, 
the Tchebiner Rov‘s health seriously declined, and he was 
instructed by his doctors to take a rest every afternoon. On most 
days, a bochur was put in charge during this time to ensure that 
the Rov was not disturbed. 

One Shabbos afternoon, the Rov lay down to rest, and for some 
reason the bochur was not on duty. Within a few minutes there 
was a knock at the door. A few seconds later the knock became 
louder and more urgent. The Rov dragged himself up with 


difficulty and opened the door to find...a nine-year child! 

“Are you the Tchebiner Rov?” the visitor asked. 

When he received a positive reply he announced, 

“My Rebbe in Cheder told me that if I get the Rov to test me on 
my learning, and I produce a signed note to prove it - I will 
receive a candy! - Will the Rov "Farher" me?” 

The Rov warmly invited the child in, sat him down, and tested 
him as requested. Fie also assured him that he was welcome to 
return after Shabbos for a signed note. 

As he saw the boy out, the Rov gently pointed out to him that in 
future he should take care not to visit people’s homes mid¬ 
afternoon on Shabbos, as they may well be resting. To this the 
child replied. “I know that! I would not normally knock on 
anyone’s door at such a time, but I was sure that the Tchebiner 
Rov would be too engrossed in his learning and would surely not 
be resting!” 

What was the Rov’s reaction? - Fie kissed the child and thanked 
him for the rebuke! From that day onwards the Rov did not rest 
anymore on Shabbos afternoon, when he realized that it was 
perceived (by a young child) unbecoming of a person of his 
stature to do so. [Revach] 
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And Hashem {G-d} appeared to him in the plains 
of Mamre; and he sat in the tent door in the heat of 
the day. (18:1) 

The Meforshim ask, why is it necessary to 
emphasize that Avrohom Avienu was sitting nm 
bnNn - at the opening of the tent. 

Rashi explains that even in this situation that a 
sick person stays in bed (Sifsei Chachomim), 
Avrohom Avienu was sitting at the door to see if 
he can fulfill the Mitzvah of Hachnosas Orchim 
[hospitality]. 

Seforim say further, the mmvyn [importance] of 
hpNn nri3 - at the opening of the tent, is to 
show that even when one has already attained 
achievements, his approach must be bp'Nn nria, 
as if he is now first entering to rise to higher 
heights. 

:ph*> tni, brnri fifivto orniN 

And Avrohom made a great feast the same day that 
Yitzchok was weaned. (21:8) 

The Kedushas Levi ZY"A explains the word 
to be meramez [give details] the three stages 
which refer to the Avos [Forefathers] and the 
twelve Shevotim [Tribes]. The >r\ refers to 
omiN to which he had the letter >n added by 
the n5>n nm . The o is the third of the miN 
which is Yaakov Avienu, who was third to have 
a Bris. One may ask why were the 12 Shevotim 
not born from Avrohom Avienu? The answer is 
because his Bris [circumcision] was not on the 
eighth day. Yitzchok Avienu was also not born 
to a father who was rmnv* bmn . Even though 
from Yitzchok, comes the Geulah, as the 
Chachomim say, "Atoh Avienu" this all came to a 
climax when Yaakov Avienu, and then was able 
to come the 12 Shevotim. 

To add to the words of the Kedushas Levi ZY"A, 
one may ask, what is this great significance of 
Milah on the eighth day to come to all the 
above mentioned? 


The Maharal says on the Possuk in Parshas 
Shemini, “And it was on the eighth day”. What 
is the emphasis on the greatness of the eighth 
day? To which he answers, seven is teva - 
natural, and eight is above nature p nbynb 
yiun. 

From this we learn that Klall Yisroel was gifted 
by Hashem to be above nature. 

This week on the 14 th of Cheshvon 5703, was 
the Yohrtzeit of Reb Avrohom Elimelech of 
Karlin ZY"A, who was killed in The Second World 
War, HY"D. 

Before The War, he made four visits to Eretz 
Yisroel in which he built the Karliner Chassidus 
there. On one of his travels in Eretz Yisroel, 
together with his devoted Chossid, Hatzadik 
Reb Zalmen Brizel ZT"L, the Rebbe of Karlin 
became very thirsty. Reb Zalmen had a bottle 
of water with him, but he didn't have a cup. 
The Karliner Rebbe refused to drink from the 
bottle. So Reb Zalmen took a cucumber, 
hollowed it out, to which he gave to the Rebbe 
to use as a cup. (As I heard from Chasidei Pinsk Karlin) 

From this story we can learn how one must be 
above the nature, have restraint and not 
indulge in materialism. 

As the Beis Aharon of Karlin ZY"A said, "There 
are those who follow me step by step, by 
Davening, but when it comes to the Kugel, they 
stay at [their level of] Kugel. 

Reb Osher of Stolin (Der Yunger Rebbe) ZY"A, 
told his followers, "Kinderlach, zeit mentchin 
vet iher zein Chasidim." 
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And the life of Sarah was a hundred years and twenty 
years and seven years these were the years of the life 
of Sarah. 

T '2 ’bvyn “iqo : bN ’min opb ’nrq nio nob >3 

For I give you good doctrine, do not forsake my Torah. 

nN mtyn bN - "irmyn bN ’min opb mm no npb w 

(H: t> ym) oDb mm\y npnn 

It is written: “I have given you good doctrine (npb), 
do not forsake My Torah. Do not abandon the 
merchandise (npo) which I have given you. -Medrash 
Rabbah (33:1) 

One must think of the Torah as merchandise. A 
merchant never closes up shop because he has 
difficulty selling his merchandise, for he knows that 
once he closes up shop, he will certainly be ruined. 
The same is true of the Torah. Even if one has 
difficulty studying Torah, one must not stop - for 
once one ceases to study, one certainly will not be 
able to go on living. 

So too, must we learn from the "Years" of Sarah, as 
Rashi explains nmub yovy ibD - mvy ”n nvy All are 
equally good. 

We can go further with the Chidushei Harim's 
explanation of the Medrash; 

vypn oumnnb ib’nnn unrn nvyv on yn omm njvn 
m ton .ninn vo p by qbnb moN onto no ion yrnyb 
.nimo vop by qbnm ouvy vop nn”nvy mvy bvy run 
oivyo NbN inwo yrny tbbn amn -[ton pnnb p-m 
by moN mbn m myn mvy vop nn”n mvyvy inbnvy 
obi ,nnN niun mvy bp my ynvynn y>n ,nn’70 vop 
top D’oy ny\y bDbi nnN my ynvy bDb nvnb bnv ynvynn 
oin ivy’ nvyN nyn D”N oobN nnm non viivy nvyN mN 
DmvyQ rniyro m own oobN odd T’tonb bpv uyn 
N”n vynp mvy mvy - o«nn vyrnn 

R' Aldva was learning with his students, they started 
to slumber, He attempted to awaken them, He said 
how is it that Esther ruled on 127 countries? Let come 
the granddaughter of Sarah who lived 127 years and 
rule on 127 countries. We must now understand what 
is the power in these words to awaken the Talmidim 
[students] from their sleep? The answer is that we see 
that since Sarah lived 127 years [competent ones], 


Esther ruled over 127 countries, hence the 
computation is that for each year one country, and to 
this calculation it can be to each week, a city, and to 
each hour at least a town, which are worth many 
thousands [today millions!]. If so in the time that a 
person slumbers a little he can lose allot of property, 
such a statement was a good reason for the Talmidim 
to awaken from their sleep. 

The worst punishment Hashem can place on a person 
is to cause him to lose his belief in Hashem, Chas 
VeSholom; - for with belief there is hope, but without 
it there is only despair. - Baal Shem Tov 


Someone once told Rabbi Pinchos Koritzer that there 
had once lived a person named Spinoza who asserted 
in his works that man has the same nature as the 
animals, and that he stands in no way higher than 
them. 

The Rebbe laughed and said: “One should ask him: if 
this is the case, why haven’t the animals yet produced 
a Spinoza?” 

One should spend much time putting himself in the 
proper frame of mind and spirit before he begins to 
Daven. One who is about to pray should learn from a 
common laborer, who sometimes takes a whole day to 
prepare for a job. A wood cutter, who spends most of 
the day sharpening his tools, and only the last hours 
cutting the wood, still has earned his full day’s salary. 
- Reb Menachem Mendel of Kotzk 

8:30pm ’man ’vy\y b’b rrrnro 'pn D”nn tin nap 
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mn wn in’n p uni iNi’ - npan no’n p 701’ - i’t”n p 701’ 3 py’ 
npm p >dtib opwi 
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The Gemorah in Yevomos [64:1] explains 
that the Tefilos of Tzaddikim are like a 
fork to turn over wheat, etc. they can 
turn the will of Hashem from Middas hadin 
to middas horachamim [judgment to 
mercy]. Explains Rav Moshe Minder ZY"A 
[of chasidei Slonim], how is this so? He 
answers, since Tzaddikim change their 
ways and wills, for the better, to serve 
Hashem, so to can they change the will of 
Hashem. 

Hashem listens to his Tefilos - of Yitzchok 
Avienu, says R' Yitzchok of Vorkoh ZY"A, 
that the tefilos of Yitzchok were answered 
since they were with happiness, in 
contrast to Rivkah Eimeinu's, that were 
with sadness. Such is the strength of 
Simchah. 


say daily all year, sometimes hastily, 
unfortunately. "They are leaving the main 
part and dwelling, only on the secondary, 
which is also very important. 

v)>n *ps y*r> ypn iwy o’*iyiri ilm-p 
?*»£) y>n 33 Tat> :o’>rm 3YP oyi yPn ipyp 

via n"3 

And Eisov was a man of capture. 

In the name of Reb Sholoma of Karlin 
ZY"A, Shocha Amuka Pi Zorus."There is 
not a worse than a pit whose mouth is afar 
from the words he speaks. 

For many years Reb Sholoma Karliner did 
not say “Ana Avda Dikudsha Brich Hu”. "I 
am a servant of Hashem (in Brich Shimei. 
Before krias HaTorah) he rather said, "I 
want to become a servant of Hashem. 
Until Hashem helped him, said Anoh Avda 
- I am a servant of Hashem - Shema 
Shlomah. 


The Ohev Yisroel ZY"A says that the 
reason why Yitzchok Avienu's tefilos were 
answered, since they were on the tzar - 
pain, of the Shechina. Therefore they 
were helped. 

From this we can learn the power of 
tefilloh (prayer) and praise to Hashem. 

The Tiferes Shlomo says that Hashem is 
7i3>i3 a Yosheiv tehillos Yisroel. He is 
sitting on the praises of Klall Yisroel. Just 
as a son-in-law "zitzst oif kest" so to 
Hashem has a Nachas Ruach from the 
tefilos and praises of Klall Yisroel. 

This Shabbos Pt>3 'i is the Yohrtzeit of 
the Yosher Divrei Ernes. In his Sefer, he 
brings the following point that is relevant 
to every days Davening. Not to minimize it 
chas visholom, but he speaks about those 
who are very lengthy in the added piyutim 
of tefilos Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
But forget about the parts of Davening we 


yPn *t’* yf> ypn o’*iyiri ilm-p 

r»3 Ji>\yN33 :o>>riN 3YP oyi ypn ipyp 

r ; 3£> 

And Eisov was a man who knew to 
capture, a man of the field. (25:27) 

It says by Eisov twice "Eish", to teach that 
Eisov put all of his humanity into 
materliasm, tzaid and sodoh - capturing 
and fields. 
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And the first was born red, all over like a hairy 
garment; and they called his name Esau. . And after 
that came his brother was bom, and his hand took 
hold on Esau’s heel; and his name was called Jacob; 
etc... 

In the naming of Esov, the plural is used — “and 
they called”, but when Jacob was named, the verb is 
used in the singular: “and he called him Jacob.” This 
indicates that evil men always have more followers 
than good ones. - Kli Yokor 

hpy?! niP P’N t?r yr> wy ->n?t opyin ibwi 

t" do n" do : □pn'N nyb'op 

And the sons grew; and Esov was a skilful hunter, a 
man of the field; and Yaakov was a quiet man, living 
in tents. [Beis Medrash] 

‘Yichus,’ coming from a good family, is like an 
umbrella - it is of absolutely no use unless there is a 
"someone” to carry it. - Sipurei Chassidim 

Reb Simcha Bunim of Pershyscha used to say: 
“When a man is asked for whom he is working and 
toiling, he usually replies: “Personally, I am content 
with little, but I must consider the welfare of my 
children. It is for them that I work so hard.” When the 
child grows up, he also begins to toil for the same 
purpose, namely, his children. “I would like to see,” 
the rabbi then said, “the ideal child for whom all of 
these generations are working and slaving.” 

The Hands of Yaakov & the Hands of Eisov 

Yitzchok said to a disguised Yaakov (Toldos 
27:22), "HaKol Kol Yaakov V'HaYadayim Yidei 
Eisov", the voice is sweet like Yaakov but the hands 
are rough like Eisov. Chazal tell us that this teaches 
us that if the voice of Yaakov is strong in Torah, 
Eisov will not be able to lay his bloody hands on us. 
However in the absence of the voice of Torah, Eisov 
will have free reign to destroy us. 



Rav Zalmen Sorortzkin in Oznayim LaTorah asks that 
since Hashem punishes Midah Kineged Midah, how 
can an aveira committed by our voice be punished 
with the hands of Eisov? Eisov's voice should have 
power to inflict punishment upon us but not his 
hands. He answers that the key to Torah learning is 
financial support of Torah. Im Ein Kemach Ein 
Torah, without support, the voice of Torah will 
become silent, as those learning will slowly leave the 
Bais Medrash to earn a living. If the voice of Torah is 
heard, then the hands of Yaakov are obviously very 
active in supporting Torah. In this Zechus, Eisov's 
hands will be neutralized. But when the voice of 
Torah in not heard, then apparently the hands of 
Yaakov are folded and are not giving very generously 
to Torah. In that case the hand of Eisov will be active 
in making us suffer. 

The Chofetz Chaim (Rabbi Yisroel Meir Kagan), 
before he became famous, was desperately poor and 
lacked even the barest necessities. His fellow 
townspeople, recognizing his scholarship and piety, 
wanted to assist him financially, but he always 
refused. Once, his mother called him aside and said: 
“There isn’t even a bite of bread to eat in the house. 
People want to help you - perhaps you should accept 
their gifts.” “Dear mother,” replied the Chofetz 
Chaim, “I suspect that people persist in offering me 
help because they know I will not accept it. Once they 
see that I take their gifts, they will no longer offer 
them.” 

8:30pm mm ’\y\y 3’b mum 'pn o”nn tin -na’3 
omawn omnan -my hPnrP ni 
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And Yaakov departed from Beersheva, and 
went toward Choron. 

The going of Yaakov Avienu to Chutz 
Li'oretz was a preparation for Gollus. We 
too should be able to act correctly, and 
properly, al pi Torah in Chutz Li’oretz, in 
Gollus too. - Sfas Ernes. 

When Yaakov Avienu left on his journey, 
he went alone, without money as the 
Medrash explains he was somewhat in a 
helpless situation. It was then that Yaakov 
Avienu proclaimed, "Ezri May’im Hashem” 
my help is from Hashem. 


So to, in every aspect in this world, we 
can merit to be connected to Hashem in 
the world to come. The same is to be said 
that according to a person’s yearning in 
the turbulent weekdays, will he merit to 
have a connection to Hashem on Shabbos 
Kodesh, Which is May’ein Olam Haboh to 
see in the sweetness of Hashem. - Sfas 
Ernes 

Shabbos Kodesh is May’ein Olam Haboh, 
a slight portion of Olom Haboh. Tzadikim 
said, that the word May’ein can also be 
said “Mayon” a spring, a fountain of Olom 
Haboh. 


N*iNa pwi 7 > nnz 7 > riNtt*... 
o’b’fiJi jrrnn vipi )p xom 

’I-’) ptt7£) V’XJ p*l£> 

...my soul thirsts for you, my flesh longs 
for you in a dry and thirsty land, where no 
water is. To see your power and your 
glory, as I have seen you in the sanctuary. 
Tehillim 63:3-4 

According to the great will and yearning 
that a person has for Avodas Hashem. In a 
desolate place, "without water", so too 
can he be open to secure himself to the 
Kedusha [Holiness] when it shines to him 
a slight light. 

This, the Hisgalus HaShchina, was the 
comfort when Yaakov Avienu had to go to 
Chutz Li’oretz, to the desolate land. 

Hence that Yaakov Avienu merited, 
though the yearning and thirst. He was 
able to proclaim, "I have seen you in your 
holiness, Hashem." Since his thirst was 
such, so to was his clinging to Hashem in 
this revelation. With that the Possuk 
continues, .. iP ?7 a[39:1] Yaakov 
Avienu was able to go further once he was 
promised good tidings, As Rashi says. 


This week symbolizes the power of 
Tefilloh. When Naftali was born, Rochel 
Imeinu said, 'jPjidj Pina? , Rashi 

explains that I have made a lot of requests 
to Hashem, and I was answered. 

The Chizukuni expands on the Possuk 

o>i 7 b>f 7a??i . Great are the 
Tzaddikim that they can switch from 
Middas HaDin to Middas HoRachamim. 

The Sepurna, the Malbum, and the 
Netziv, all add to explain the words in this 
Possuk. , that after 

Hishtadlus, and Masim Tovim, It was thru 
Tefilah that Hashem answered Rochel 
Imeinu, and listened to her Tefilos. 


1WNDD mbT>\y - O’pmi 3T>3 1130 V'V H2P fOJT> 
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And Yaakov sent messengers before him 
to Eisov his brother to the land of Seir, 
the country of Edom. (32:4) 
wsn o> 3 Nl ?)3 - o> 3 Nb£ i p»> rP\y>i - >"\y*» iyn>a 

:( T'S) 

Rashi explains that they were actual 
Malochim. 

Asks the Noam Elimelech, why did 
Yaakov Avienu send real Malochim? To 
which he answers that Yaakov Avienu 
wanted the Malochim to be Meilitz Tov to 
Hashem, in that time when they are 
carrying out their mission. 

One can add that it says the whole 
world is created to cater for the Tzaddik. 
The Tzaddik's whole being is to serve 
Hashem. The needs of the Tzaddik are 
minimal; the Tzaddik eats to satisfy his 
soul, (not his body) in turn that energy is 
a Ruchnius one, and is applied to Avodas 
Hashem. Therefore say Tzaddikim, that 
one who eats and does all his materialistic 
actions Lisheim Shomayim, they are 
actually doing Ruchniyos - spiritual 
actions. A meal that is eaten to have 
strength to Daven, learn Torah, and do 
Mitzvos, is a Seudas Mitzvah. 

Malochim, which Malochim were 

these? 

Reb Avrohom of Sochotchov explains that 
the Malochim that Yaakov Avienu sent, 
were Malochim that were created from 
the Mitzvos that Yaakov Avienu did. He 
sent specifically these Malochim to Eisov, 
so they can return him to the path of 
Hashem through Teshuva (repentance). - 
Shem Mishmuel 

nivwoo tPt’w - o’pvra n>3 yon tin!? nuv> 
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I am not worthy of the least of all the 
mercies, and of all the truth, which you have 
shown to your servant; etc. (32:11) 

The greatest chessed (kindness) is that 
you have made me for your servant, be an 
Eved Hashem, proclaimed Yaakov Avienu. 
Reb Avrohom of Slonim - Toras Avos. 

N"’£) 17*10 >MN *T»fc NJ ’Jb’Sfi 

: f ■ t — ■ t ■ ■ — 

Save me, I beseech you, from the hand of my 
brother, (32:11). 

Yaakov Avienu's Tefilos were certainly 
in mind then, also on us, and for eternity. 

tno .iiyy >hN *t>tt 

f T ■■ “ ■ • T “ ■ 

From the hand of my brother, from the hand 
of Eisov. (32:12) 

Rashi explains that sometimes Eisov 
comes in the form of a brother and 
sometimes in the form of an enemy. 
Yaakov Avienu was Mispallel for both 
situations each one more dangerous than 
the other, even though we see that said 
my brother first as this can be even more 
dangerous spiritually. As it says in 
Medrash Rabbah 24, "It is worse to make 
one sin, than to kill him". 


>">o i7*»a :'i» *jay fpfcN nfiNi 

And you said, I will surely do you good, 
(32:13) 

And you should say that this is good, 
1’\7 >n, It will surely be good... 

As heard from Reb Zalmen Brizel ZT"L, in 
the name of Karliner Tzaddikim ZY"A. 
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/ a/n 770 ? worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth, which you have shown to your servant; for 
with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now 1 have 
become two camps. Bireishis 32:11 
A Chosid once asked Reb Levi Yitzhak or Berditchev to 
explain why Hashem did not provide him with some 
profitable business deal once a year which would give him 
sufficient money for his annual needs. If he were given 
such an opportunity, he said, he would then be able to 
spend all of his time immersed in spiritual activities. Reb 
Levi Yitzchok replied: “To be sure, we cannot fully 
comprehend Hashem’s reasons. Perhaps, though, he wants 
to see whether you are man enough to find the time for 
spiritual matters while you are burdened with the daily 
task of carving out a living.” 
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Then Yaakov said to his household, and to all who 
were with him, Put away the strange gods that are 
among you, and be clean, and change your garments. 
And let us arise, and go up to Beis-El; and I will 
make there A Mizbei'ach [an altar] to Hashem - G-d, 
who answered me in the day of my distress, and was 
with me in the way which I went. Bireishis 35:3 
This call follows the command to “remove the strange 
gods that are among you.” The Talmud (Shabbos 105) 
states: “What is a strange god which is inside the 
one’s body? The Yetzer Horah [evil inclination].” 

This teaches us that we must cleanse ourselves of the 
evil inclination before performing a positive 
commandment. It is only after we have removed the 
idols from our midst that we can build an altar and 
offer up Korbonos [sacrifices] to the One Hashem - 
G-d. 


And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, 
and he limped upon his thigh. Therefore the people of 
Yisrael do not eat of the sinew of the vein, which is in 
the hollow of the thigh, to this day; because he touched 
the hollow of Yaakov’s thigh in the sinew of the vein. 
Bireishis 32:32 - 33 

This prohibition is meant to indicate to the Bnei Yisroel 
[Jews] that, though they would suffer exile and persecution 
at the hands of the other nations, and the children of Esov, 
they must trust that they will never perish. Their race and 
their name will endure forever, and one day Moshiach [the 
Messiah] will come and deliver them from their enemies. 
Whenever they have occasion to observe this prohibition, 
they will remember this and hold fast to their faith and 
their righteousness at all times. 

Just as the Malloch [angel], the emissary of Esov [Esau], 
wrestled with our father Yaakov [Jacob] in order to kill 
him, likewise throughout the ages, the descendants of Esov 
will fight the children of Yaakov. But just as the angel was 
unable to do more than lightly injure Yaakov’s leg, 
likewise the children of Esov may be able to hurt the 
children of Yaakov’s but can never destroy them. 

Finally, just as the sun shone upon our father Yaakov to 
heal him, likewise his descendants will see the sunlight of 
the Moshiach, who will redeem them and remove all of 
their ills. - Sefer Hachinuch 


A Chosid once asked the Rebbe of Ger his advice in 
choosing a profession - should he be a scribe, or 
should he take up teaching? 

The Rebbe advised: “Choose teaching; because, if by 
chance, you get a good pupil, you too will learn 
something.” 


Rabbi Moshe of Kobryn taught: “When a man suffers, 
he ought not to say, ‘That’s bad! That’s bad!’ Nothing 
that Hashem - G-d imposes upon man is bad. It is all 
right to say ‘That’s bitter!’, though, for among 
medicines there are some that are made with bitter 
herbs.” 
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And Hashem was with Yoseph, and he was a 
prosperous man; and he was in the house of his 
master the Egyptian. Bireishis 39:2 
Sadly, many people who become successful in their 
affairs forget Hashem [G-d]. Not so Yoseph. Though 
he was successful, tin 'n ’n’t - he did not think - 
t ">3 n"y onm : n?n b?nn nst •>> rwy ’ 7 ’ Tib... 
“my strength and the power of my hand have made 
me this wealth” Divorim 8:17. He recognized that it 
was all due to Hashem. - Reb Simcha Bunim 
Pershyscha ZY"A 

When The Pinsk Karliner Rebbe ZT"L was on his 
only visit to America [Adar 5761] shortly before his 
passing [Nisson 5761] He led Shalosh Seudos in The 
Karliner Shtiebel in Williamsburg and when he said 
"Toirah" He related the following episode that His 
Grandfather, Reb Yehoshua Heshel Haltovsky ZT"L 
was present by The Frankfurter, The Heiligeh 
Yinukah of Stolin Reb Yisroel Perlow ZY"A. 

A fish store in the town was owned by two partners 
who only opened the store on Thursday and Erev 
Shabbos to provide fish for Shabbos for the 
townspeople, and the rest of the week was spent 
engrossed in Torah learning. This practice went on for 
many years, until the Sutton, the yetzer horah was not 
happy with this day and a half work week, and Torah 
study the rest. He came up with a plan to divert them 
from their spiritual setting, and started to send them a 
lot of customers, which caused the until now short 
working week to a longer week. Unfortunately this 
took away from their Torah study which was 
diminishing as "business was booming". 

One night the partners had a dream in which Abayah 
and Rovah - Authors of the Gemorah [Talmud] came 
to them, and asked; "What will be with our 
Gemorah?" The dreams where not adhered to 
immiedietly, and they where therefore repeated until 
one night Abayah and Rovoh returned and said "To 
show that the dreams are true we will pinch you on 
your hand" - and they once again demanded "Voss vet 
zein mit unzereh Gemorah?" - "What will be with our 
Gemorah?" and as a proof that the dreams are true 
they were given a pinch on their metacarpus [top of 



Awestricken they immiedietly went to their Rebbe 
The Yinukah [Frankfurter] to who they told the whole 
story, and showed the pinches; of which Reb 
Yehoshua Heshel saw, and passed the account on. 

To this The Pinsk Karliner Rebbe concluded to the 
assemblage, that all must find time to learn Torah in 
all circumstances, and not fall prey to the yetzer 
horah, the Sutton who does all in his power to distract 
one from doing so. 
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And Reuvein said to them, Shed no blood, but throw 
him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no 
hand upon him; that he might rid him from their 
hands, to deliver him to his father again. Bireishis 
37:22 

From this we can derive the rule that it is proper to 
publicize the name of one who has performed a 
Mitzvah, since we see that the Torah publicized 
Reuvein’s Mitzvah in his attempt to save Yoseph and 
return him to his father. - Teshuvas HoRosh 
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Even if it were the case that Gehinom was the reward 
for a good deed, and Gan Eden the reward for a sin, it 
would still be proper to do a good deed. - Chofetz 
Chaim 


A Tzaddik was asked: “Why is it that a pious person 
seems less eager to persuade others to become 
virtuous than an evil person is to gain companions in 
wickedness?” He replied: “A pious person walks in 
light and is not afraid to walk alone, whereas an evil 
person walks in darkness and is anxious for 
company.” - Sipurei Chassidim 
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The Chidushei Harim ZY”A, said on the 
statement of the Gemorah, “The Chachomim 
(Sages) instituted as days of song and praise.” It 
surely brings life. As we say in Tehillim - Hallel: 

on ibbm o>non nh 

The dead cannot praise etc... 


When the ruler of Russia, The Czar 
Nikolai died, the Bais Aharon of Karlin ZY”A 
sent a group of his Chassidim to the funeral, 
and told them: “It says, mi o’yvn tdki - when 
evil doers vanish it is joy, they will produce a 
new song, and see to memorize it.” When they 
returned from the funeral and sang the song to 
the Bais Aharon, He answered: “This tune will 
be appropriate for ‘Aromimcha’ - (I shall bless 
you).”lt is the famous song sung for 
‘Aromimcha’ till the present day, in our holy 
courts on Chanukah: Nesivei Hameoros, Mateh 
Aharon - Pinsk Karlin 

naian Jim 

Niri 

The Bais Aharon expounded and said, the 
most important of the neis is the eighth (day). 
Even though all the seven days were a miracle, 
the most important is the eighth. It is above, 
higher than the seven days. As the world says 
about the neis, the miracle is out of the world: 
Bais Aharon 
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Rav Huna said; wicks and oils that the sages 
said not to use for Ner Shabbos (Shabbos 
lights), shall not be used for Ner Chanukah 
neither on Shabbos nor during the week. 
(Shabbos 21 :) 

The opening in the Gemorah of the Sugya 
(subject) of Chanukah is one that symbolizes 
the great purity we must have by selecting the 
best wicks and using the purest of oils.[Surely 
olive oil is preferred as a symbol 
(remembrance) of the Nes (miracle)] 

Tzaddikim and Seforim Hakedoshim 
indelve into these aspects and derived a very 
important point. Although the Menorah is to be 
lit with the best wicks and purest oil, we find 
another aspect in the lighting of the Menorah, 
that is its location! Surprisingly, it is to be 
placed outside dnoo oipo onm mvn on the left 
side -bNio\y, and lower than ten tefachim - noob 
mvyyn. 

All of the above symbolizes that 
whichever situation a Jew finds himself in, the 
purity of the light of Chanukah raises him. As 
the Shechina comes down to uplift and correct 
all those who wish to see the light of Hashem. 


- ti’iwa niny Nrm\y *rv p^w 

One lights until the fire rises on its own. 

Every person has a torch and warmth in 
their heart. One must kindle himself with 
Mitzvos to the extent that it will make the 
flame rise from his heart to his mind, for the 
name of Hashem: Bais Aharon 


The Ra”m of Kobrin ZY”A said; He who is 
in need of a Refua (cure), can accomplish it in 
the days of Chanukah. 
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With all this in mind, in addition, the start of 
these three days this year falls out on Tekufas 
Teves - Nittul Nacht. One might ask, how do we 
overcome this period of darkness and tragedy? 
Firstly, we must keep in mind that Hashem 
always puts the Refua (healing) before the 
Makah (strike). This year we were Zoche 
(merited) three days of Chanukah (some years 
only two) in the beginning of the month of 
Teves. Furthermore, the three days consisted of 
Rosh Chodesh, Shabbos, and Zos Chanukah. 

Tiaivyjib maabTi vtiyb >*T 3 
With such a bundle of calamities, what must 
be ones outlook for teshuva? We may be able to 
say, that since we are rectifying our actions in 
this time, it should be actions of correction and 
rebuilding. In contrast to the decline that took 
place in past history in this time period. 

- .12)7 pn w by ayi .baa 7ba 7aa \y7hb >viyya 

Jiaua Tnwyb mmba 

On the tenth day of Teves, the kins °f Bovel 
laid siege on the Holy City of Yerushalayim. 

The Chasam Sofer says that since Asara BiTeves 
is the day that the destruction of the Beis 
HaMikdosh started, it is also a day of judgement 
if we are going to merit its rebuilding. 

And so we conclude the Slichos... 
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Some Kehillos (congregations) have the Minhag 
(custom) to wait and say Kiddush Levana until 
after the tenth of Teves. 
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I shall remember the pain that has befallen 
me, in this month three calamities have 
befallen me, etc... 

The Slichos said on the fast of the Tenth of 
Teves, reflects in its start the tragedies that we 
suffer from until this very day. The paragraph 
of this portion of Slichos ends, 

Nan na ay o»b noiNn 

He says to the ocean till here you shall go. 

Even if it is a month of misfortunes, it is until 
here. The forthcoming months are ones of 
Hischadshus and Ge’ulah (renewal and 
redemption). 

The Rebbe Reb Bunim ZY”A of Pershischa said, 
Hayom! (today), im bikolo tishmo’u (if we will 
listen to His voice). We will merit the ultimate 
redemption, with the coming of Moshiach. 


7ba7i >abn >a>a nai> minn Tianai Jiaaa Taiaiya 
m>N yai3 xb ia 'ua o>a> nvybiy obiya 71pm tptii 
aabtz? rnrrboai .y-na xb [1]} [1] ia nvxiy fiaari x>ti 
{amax pa nsion xiry natr xrrx 
On the eighth of Teves 3515, the Torah was 
translated (written) to Greek in the days of 
Talmai the King. The world was dark for three 
days. On the ninth day of Teves it is not known 
which calamity occurred: Shulchon Aruch 
580:2, 

In our Slichos it says that Ezra HaSofor was 
Nifter (died) on the ninth of Teves. - Magein 
Avrohom #6 

'iai Jiuvnnb o>a»n - 'x <pya a"apn h"ix y"iv> 
aoa ona iyvxv> o>y*i o>‘»at aaa naaa Tiaiyyai 
{o"aa*i} :nai\yjib niaabn *viiyb na ,0^*171 o>*»a*r 

'x QTnax pa 

One is obligated to fast etc. on the tenth of 
Teves because of the bad that took place on 
them. This is to awaken the hearts to Teshuva - 
(Repentance): (Rambam) Magein Avrohom 
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Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with 
yourselves, that you sold me here; for Hashem - G-d 
sent me before you to present life. Bireishis 45:5 
One must never fall into sadness. One must make 
every effort to keep away from this dreadful character 
trait, for it causes one to sin. Dovid Hamelech told us: 
(Tehillim 38:19) “I will declare my sin, I will worry 
about my transgression.” This should be understood 
as: “I will declare my sin, which is worry. This is my 
transgression.” - The Maggid of Mezritche 

o>i*tt 3it?t? o>N\yj o>fan rniyjt jints nbv) i>3N>i 
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And to his father he sent after this manner; ten male 
donkeys laden with the best of Mitzrayim, and ten 
female donkeys laden with grain and bread and food 
for his father for the journey. Bireishis 45:23 
He sent him old wine, which old people like very 
much. -Rashi Why did Yoseph send a gift of wine 
to his aged father? All things that grow old 
ultimately spoil and become useless, except wine, 
which improves with age. Therefore, a gift of old 
wine conveys a message of encouragement to old 
people, reminding them that, in some cases, old age 
can be a highly desirable quality. One must 
remember, though, that wine improves with age only 
if it was good when it was new. If it was diluted with 
water when it was new, age only succeeds in turning 
it sour. Likewise, whether or not old age improves a 
person depends on what he was like when he was 
young. - Mayonei Shel Torah 
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And they told him [Yaakov Avienu], saying, Yoseph is 
yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of 
Mitzrayim [Egypt]. And Yaakov's heart fainted, for he 
did not believe them. Bireishis 45:26 
It was difficult for Yaakov believe that Yoseph was 
alive and still righteous, despite being the ruler of 
Mitzrayim. Righteousness and power do not usually 
go hand in hand - this is why he did not believe them. 
- Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotsk 



Once, a stingy rich man came to consult The Maggid of 
Mezritche about how to live a good life. For many 
hours, they spoke of prayer and good deeds, of love of 
man and love of Hashem. Finally, the rich man asked 
the rabbi his opinion of fasting and self-affliction. 
“Would not denying myself the pleasures of the table 
lead me to a more holy existence?” “What are you in the 
habit of eating?” the Rebbe asked. “I am very modest in 
my demands,” the rich man replied. “Bread and herring 
and a drink of water are all I need.” “What are you 
thinking?!” the Rebbe reproved him. “You must eat 
roast meat and drink wine, like all men of wealth.” He 
would not let the man go until he had promised to do as 
he said. Later, the Chasidim asked the Rebbe the reason 
for this odd request. “Surely, the Rebbe jested,” they 
cried out. “Not at all!” replied the Rebbe. “Not until he 
eats meat will he realize that the poor man needs bread. 
As long as he himself eats bread, he will think the poor 
man can live on stones.” - Sipurei Chasidim 
The Rebbe of Kotzk was asked: “What is new about 
Dovid Hamelech’s saying ‘There shall be no strange 
god in you’ (Tehillim 81:10)? It is specifically stated in 
the Aseress Hadibros: ‘You shall have no other gods 
before Me’ (Shemos 20:3)”! He replied: “The meaning 
is this: Hashem should not be a stranger to you.” - 
Sipurei Chasidim 

Two merchants were on a journey and lodged in 
Berditchev at the same inn. During the night, one stole 
the other’s purse. The loser complained of his loss to 
Rabbi Levi Yitzchok, who surmised who the thief was. 
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak exclaimed: “Woe is me! What can 
the Archangel Michoel say?” The two merchants looked 
at him in bewilderment. “Don’t you understand me?” 
asked the Rebbe. “Michoel is the Counsel for the 
Defense in Shomayim. When a poor man steals, he is 
able to argue in his behalf, but when a rich man steals, 
what can he say?” Shamefacedly, the thieving merchant 
handed the purse to the Rebbe and fled. - Sipurei 
Chasidim 
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Yaakov Avienu Bentched 
(blessed) them - Ephraim and 
Menashe - "that day" saying. 

We must make point of, and 
understand the significance that 
Yaakov Avienu Bentched them 
saying - "that day". Says Rav Moshe 
of Kobrin that one most focus on 
the present day only, and should 
not be worried about the troubles 
of the next day. 

With this approach of Emunah and 
Bitochon one can truly serve 
Hashem with happiness, steadily. 

vv nmo >3 \ixn nxi niv nnm urn 

'VI iDDV) 

The Rebbe Reb Bunim of 
Pershischa explains the Possuk as 
follows. 

The qualification for a person 
who desires to achieve tranquility, 
he must accept every situation that 
comes his way. Every situation - 
good or (seemingly) bad, must be 
equal in his eyes. 

If a person acts with this trait 
then he will always have 
tranquility. 


'Vi pnxp y itanpy* >n>? 

'mnpy&iwN inn 

Yaakov Avienu lived in Mitzrayim 
(Egypt) etc. We also know that the 
Middah (trait) of Yaakov Avienu is 
Ernes - Truth, as we say daily in 
Davening (Prayer) - Give truth to 
Yaakov etc. 

The Sifas Ernes quotes His 
Grandfather, The Chidushei Harim 
with the following explanation. 

With the Middah of Truth a Yid 
(Jew) can live in all circumstances, 
even in Mitzrayim - Maitzorim, 
difficulties (same letters - onso), 
troubles that seem to prevent one 
from his daily duties as a good Jew. 

8:30pm ’nm bP mum »pn o”nn tin iin’b 
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npn nvtn p - bnm p npy> 
mn Nun b-pn p ini bNV 

zuwnuo mP'w - cpm jiq pn '"v ~iiNb Him 

714 Park Ave Lakewood NJ 08701-2025 
Fax: 1-732-730-1588 Tel: 1-732-901-6225 
chizuk@yeshivanet.com minn Pm roTtmi myra 
dm mop w i”i>b ,\y"ia-p ,moP ypbj wnpnb pi ,iiPin hnph 
mypnnb ”o rryp oTia mmpn o’Pnd itira ’"nnN - omn 
Wi'n Pjidi ddtt b>onb 
Contact us for dedications, in honor of a Simcha, 
Yohrtzeit, or Zechus etc. Received by thousands 
worldwide, send in your friend's numbers to receive 
a.s.a.p. 

Ah Guttin Shabbos - Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig 













r ^ 

Divrei Torah, Ba er Heitev •?ir>m min nm .yivP o’yira ’"vy-ia 


% 

nv^’D “ini 


Volume Number 5 Issue Number 7 5771 N"V\yJl *IV1 Vt7a 


pjob miN lobririri ivJn opbNfl i»n>i <)t?v jin 7*ia>i 
:mb or>n 7 iM 7 ii»a >jin ninn a>p^Nn pnim a mix 

V'oa fV'fca 

And he blessed Yoseph, and said, Hashem, before 
whom my Fathers Avrohom and Yitzchok did walk, 
Hashem which fed me all my life long to this day. 
Bireishis 48:15 

The Brochoh that follows was actually addressed not 
to Yoseph but only to his two sons. Why, then, does 
the Possuk say that Yaakov blessed Yoseph? 

This shows us that there is no greater blessing for a 
father than the wish that his children should take after 
him and become good people. Hence, Yaakov's 
blessing to Manasheh and Ephraim that “The Malach 
who has redeemed me from all evil should bless the 
lads and let my name be named in them and the name 
of my fathers, Avrahom and Yitzchok” (verse 16) is 
the greatest blessing that Yoseph, their father, could 
possibly have received. - Shelah Hakodosh 

by *rr»N tjav 7b 
a 1 'aa tV'tta ’Vina 

And I have given to you one portion above your 
brothers, which 1 took from the hand of the Amorite 
with my sword and with my bow. Bireishis 48:22 

n>a>t7j 7>hN by i>n> *m pbin 7b Ji>ari> njni 

a 1 '33 h"*j 3 t 7 ibpJiN omji :>myaai bsa riNivaNt 

“...which I took from the hand of the Amorite with my 
prayer and with my will. ” -Onkelos 
Why is the "bow" likened to prayer? Just as the more 
one tightens the bow, the further the arrow flies, 
likewise the more one applies his mind to his prayer 
with true devotion, the further and higher can it soar 
into the heavens. - Reb Menachem Mendel of Kotzk 

o m )33 :o>ri£)V)J3ri pa ^ai 073 Tap aavtiy? 

Yissochor is a strong donkey couching down between 
two burdens: Bireishis 49:14 

A pious man complained to the Rebbe of Ger: “I 
have worked and toiled, and yet I do not have the 
satisfaction of a master craftsman who, after twenty 
years of effort, finds some result of his labors in his 
work: either it is better than it was at first, or he can 
do it more quickly. I see nothing at all. Just as I 
Davened twenty years ago, so too I pray today.” 



The Rebbe answered: “It is taught in Eliyohu’s name: 
‘Man should take the Torah upon himself as the ox 
takes the yoke and the donkey takes its burden.’ The 
ox leaves its stall in the morning, goes to the field, 
plows, and is led home, and this happens day after 
day, and nothing changes with regard to the ox - but 
the plowed field bears the harvest.” 

X7it7 >apy 7\J3t) niN >by ya>?v) 777 >by \D173 17 >ti> 

n>\yN*ia as>t>: iVnx faa'i ba>i 

Don shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the 
path, which bites the horse heels, so that his rider 
shall fall backward. 

Chazal say: “Any Talmid Chochom (Torah scholar) 
who does not take revenge like a serpent is not a 
Talmid Chochom” (Yuma 23a). This means: 

As we know, the serpent derives its entire 
nourishment from the earth. This makes it available to 
him at any time and in every place, without his having 
to seek any assistance. Likewise, a Talmid Chochom 
who does seek revenge must seek it ‘like a serpent’ - 
not because he owes any favors to one who supports 
him, but rather because the circumstances require it. - 
Rav Shaul Notonson 

A man came to a Chasidic Rebbe and said: “Help me! 
I am old and a sinner, and I would very much like to 
die like a good, upright Jew.” “Don’t worry about 
dying like an upright Jew; just live like one and you 
will die like one,” retorted the Rebbe. - Sipurei 
Chasidim 

Gold and silver are purified through fire. If you feel 
no sense of improvement after you pray, either you 
are made of base metal or your prayer lacked heat 
(i.e. enthusiasm). - Reb Pinchos of Koritz 

iwnoo i*r>vy - o->pna rpn yon ’"31 tin!: Nan 
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7 "> ’imav 

Aharon your brother will speak. What 
gave the ability to Aharon that he has 
the influence to "Speak"? Why was it He 
that was Zoche (merit) to this 
assignment? The answer is that Aharon 
was together with Klall Yisroel, all the 
years in Mitzrayim (Egypt) and he was 
constantly Mispalell for them and 
witnessed their pain and troubles 
steadily. Hence he was Zoche to become 
the Kohen Godol, the one who is 
constantly doing the Avodah (service) 
to Hashem in the Mishkon, and 
ultimately in The Beis Hamikdosh for 
Klall Yisroel. 

Note; see the following Gemorah to 
expound on this topic in the way of 
Talmud. 

in im *pn >nib\y mro mn mb hoyam hnm 

on*n ropo ’bin iiobn ’im N’ovn >mbvy 

n/nb 

>31 bN7P> >33 BN 'D 7PD >1 1VOmi_ WN>1 

h”'j ’ 7maw L »nw>) np>i ovynx nxi 

And the Nation believed, and they heard 
that Hashem had remembered them and 
that He saw their affliction, and they 
bowed their heads and prostrated 
themselves. (Exodus 4:31) 

One may ask, what is the sequence of 
the Possuk that Klall Yisroel first 
believed, and then they heard. 

The Sabah Kadishah of Slonim is quoted 
in the Sefer Toras Avos as follows. 

The Nation Believed - They believed 
that it is only in the Hands of Hashem to 
redeem them from Mitzrayim (Egypt). 


When they reached this realization that 
only Hashem, in His own power, with his 
outstretched arm, can redeem them. 
Then they were able to hear, - in Yiddish 
- "derher" (realize) and believe this 
incredible news that they will be 
redeemed from Mitzrayim, - a land that a 
servant never escaped - all thru the 
strong Emunah (belief) that they 
possessed, where they able to hear. 

Similar to this we find in Parshas 
Bishalach (Exodus 14:31 - 15:1) 

on^oa m rwy ivyis nbl?n im nis bN7\b? N'T] 

’ - : nay n^aavna moNm m nis oy’n wppi 
mb riN'm rn’vm ms bN7\b? mai mpo wmn 
iaa'a] t>m nw n'N> ’a mb hmp’N a'QNb miaVp 
('H - N"b rnovy) = o»a non 

When Klall Yisroel reached the heights of 
Emunah, - Then They were able to praise 
Hashem! - Beis Aharon. 

8:30pm >maa ’\y\y bP nnana ’pn oman aw ainP 

pNp rvy (pNbbNa) D->->n nwo n ra N7bN> >mn yy b 
nnnN nnn Nbw nan - masm - mown nao >d pabi 
Nin noN b\y inn yyp aaibn ,y'P p”vyt 

Nab} - Try omaM p aainabN rpb 
.n.a.m.n p\yn nau a»a 
pawa omavyn omnan may bbannb ni 
npan now p <pa - bmp p <pa apy> 
mn nop bam p am bNa 

aiwMuo aiba'w - Dy 1 ^ m pan ,M v aixb xitr 
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y)>n jin man*)? t 3 >Nari bNiy* >?a JitoNp nbN) 

n"o n"o JiU 3 \y : ini 

And these are the names of the sons of Yaakov, who 
came to Mitzrayim, with Yaakov, every man with his 
household. Shemos 1:1 

N"a N M a >"vn :'iai o’aitti ib\y«j\y jJian vmnb... 

To tell us how they are beloved, that they are 
compared to the stars.-Rashi 

We Jews must know that the Hashem loves us, and 
that just as He made the stars shine in the dark night, 
likewise He created Klall Yisroel to spread His light 
to the darkest and lowliest places on earth. - Sefas 
Ernes 

i»N>i o>*j omy o>v)JN rum ov>a n*>i 

a 1 'a :7^1 n3Ji nab 

And when he went out the second day, and behold, 
two men of the Hebrews struggled together; and he 
said to the one who did the wrong, why do you strike 
your fellow? Shemos 2:13 

Reish Lokish said: One who lifts his hand to strike 
another, even if he does not actually hit the other 
person, is called “wicked”, as it says “and he said to 
the wicked one, why would you strike your friend”? 
The verse does not say ‘why did you strike’, but ‘why 
will you strike’ - rpri - in the future tense. Though 
this person did not strike the other, he is still called a 
wicked person. - Gemoroh Sanhedrin 58:b 

Jin 1 H* 3 UJin liJi? in* jin nyi nm nvmi 
n"o >"a :Vhin o'pbNf lb bN Na>? latatt iKn iN*n 

And Moshe kept the flock of Yisro his father-in-law, 
the priest of Midian; and he led the flock far away 
into the desert, and came to the mountain of Hashem, 
to Chorev. Shemos 3:1 

Moshe Rabbeinu was tested by Hashem through 
sheep. Our Chazal [Rabbis] say: when Moshe, our 
teacher, was tending the flock of Yisro in the 
wilderness, a little kid escaped from him. He chased it 
until it reached a shady place. When it reached that 
place, it saw a pool of water and stopped to drink. 
When Moshe approached it, he said: ‘I did not know 
that you ran away because of thirst; you must be 
weary.’ Moshe placed the kid on his shoulder and 
walked away. Hashem then said: ‘Because you 
showed mercy in leading the flock of a human, you 
will certainly do so in tending my flock, Klall 
Yisroel. - Shemos Rabboh 



ta v>bV> bbajp tj’jabfi yabb oyb ^iri jijib papNJi Nb 
f 'a W 'a jp)3\y : jaji tiflb i\b\b p) -tab? tj t\ 

You shall no more give the people straw to make bricks, 
as till now; let them go and gather straw for themselves. 
Shemos 5 :7 

Why did Pharaoh forbid his taskmasters to supply the 
Jewish slaves with straw to make bricks? If Pharaoh 
wanted to make the work more difficult for them, could 
he not simply have required the Yidden to produce 
greater quantities of bricks? The point was that Pharaoh 
desired, above all else, to embitter the lives of Klall 
Yisroel. Knowing that worry and seemingly 
insurmountable problems were infinitely more harassing 
than even the hardest physical labor, he felt that the 
surest way to break the spirit of the Yidden would be 
not to demand increased production from them, but to 
tax them with the additional worry of how to procure 
the straw they needed for their work. - Rav Chanoch 
Henoch of Alecksander 

There is a very high rung only one person in a 
generation can reach - that of having learned all 
wisdom, then praying like a child. - Rav Mendel of 
Riminov_ 

A fool says what he knows; a sage knows what he says. 
- Rav Simcha Bunim of Pershyscha 

a"a Y'a >b\y» :iin>Ji bN >JiiiJi oab >iijij ait? npb y P 
For I give you good doctrine, do not forsake my Torah. 
Mishlei 4:2 

It is written: “I have given you good doctrine (npb), do 
not forsake My Torah. Do not abandon the merchandise 
(npo) which I have given you. - Midrash Rabbah (33:1) 
One must think of the Torah as merchandise. A 
merchant never closes up shop because he has difficulty 
selling his merchandise, for he knows that once he 
closes up shop, he will certainly be ruined. The same is 
true of the Torah. Even if one has difficulty studying 
Torah, one must not stop - for once one ceases to study, 
one certainly will not be able to go on in living. - Rav 
Dovid of Kotsk 

iwnoo nPnvy - o’pna n>n yon ’"y ■mb 
714 Park Ave Lakewood NJ 08701-2025 
Fax: 1-732-730-1588 Tel: 1-732-901-6225 
chizuk@yeshivanet.com minn ’bnj rDTTrai mro 
,rvDt!7 yiPs wnprp pi ,b"in ini yrnpn pvybi p 'pnp'^ 
nioipo «ibNymNn inra ’"nnM - o>nn tin mnp in V'yb ,\y"i£rP 
p’hionj btnvi Pnm odt>t> y'inb -ivypnnb ’"2 n"yp tPiyn 
Contact us for dedications, in honor of a Simcha, Yohrtzeit, or Zechus 
etc., Loshon Hakodesh or English versions, received by thousands 
worldwide. Send in yours and your friend's numbers to receive ASAP. 
Ah Guttin Shabbos - Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig 


















Divrei Torah, Ba' er Heitev .pipni nun •>111 .yivP onora i\p>n 

Vol. 8 No. 3 Teves 5777 r'VWfi rwaw 'a - nap Ynin *r"t?a 


)Vp ov 

Yom Kippur Koton, - The small Yom Kippur 
is a day of Prayer and Fasting in numerous 
communities. It is on the day before Rosh 

Chodesh (or earlier, if it falls out on Friday or 
Shabbos). 

On the travels of The Chofetz Chaim ZY”A, 
he found himself in a Chasidishe Poilisher 
Shtetel (Chasidic town in Poland). It W3S Yom 
Kippur Koton and the Chofetz Chaim asked a 
Chosid if there is a Minyan for Yom Kippur 
Koton in this town. The Chosid answered 
that it is not our custom to say this Tefila 
(prayer). We go to our Rebbe for Rosh 
Hashonoh, and it carries us the whole year. 
The Chofetz Chaim answered with a Moshel 

(parable). 

Two men were traveling, one rich and one 
poor. The rich man bought a full ticket for 
his complete journey. The poor man, not 
able to afford a straight ticket, used the 
money he had to travel to the next town, 
where he earned some money to continue 
traveling. And so the Chofetz Chaim 
continued with his great piety. Your Rebbe 
is a great Tzaddik and can carry his flock 
with Rosh Hashanah alone. But I must stop 
every Erev Rosh Chodesh to carry me thru 
the month, one at a time. 

mpy ip onpt 

May the merit of these great Tzaddikim 
stand for us. 

,vmpn yiwbi ''irrayn byi minn bv” min nn Ppb 
wrinb ,ny\y wn’Ni ny>\y in 

iwxvv aPn>\y - o’p’ta n>a )iao >"y iiNb nsp 
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This week is Shabbos Mivorchim Chodesh 
Shevat. It is when we Bench (bless) the 
upcoming Chodesh of Shevat. Tzaddikim 
were very happy when Chodesh Shevat 
came. Firstly, it is months forthcoming of 
Flischadshus and Ge’ulah (renewal and redemption). 
Secondly, it is the beginning of a period in 
which at least every two weeks, there is a 
Yom Tov, if not more often so. Additionally, 
one must analyze each advantage 
separately, and more so when they are 
together which gives it extra chashivus 
(importance), and not take it for granted. 

Shabbos is a most elevated day. We Klall 
Yisroel are privileged that it comes on a 
weekly basis. As we said, on Shabbos 
Mivorchim, (the Shabbos before Rosh Chodesh), we 
Bench (bless) the upcoming Chodesh (month). 
It is brought down that the reason we stand 
is because it is a remembrance and symbol 
Of Kiddush Flachodesh (sanctify of the month). 
Beis Din in Yerushalayim would renew the 
first day of the new month and make it 
Holy. The extent of Shabbos Mivorchim goes 
that far, that we do not say the Tefilla of Av 
Horachamim on this Shabbos. 

The Chidushei Harim said in the name of 
Tzaddikim, that in the weeks of these 
Parshios (of Shovavim acronym for: 

Shomos, Va’era, Bo, Bishalach, Yisro, 
Mishpotim) one can rectify. And surely what 
Tzaddikim said, such is to be: - Sefer Siach 
Sarfei Kodesh 

'ni nav p 1J11N *»\yN3i 

In the name of Reb Henoch of Alexander 
ZY”A it is said, w> -wnd they tortured - 
their physical bodies. n(vid> p So would it 
extend out, the spiritual Neshoma (soul): 
Sefer Siach Sarfei Kodesh 
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With mortar & with bricks o>3il7ii *»ona 

The Yetzer Hara tries to place a stumbling 
block of sin in two ways. With Tavoh - lust, 
Bachomer, or with Gavoh - hautiness, 
Biliveinim. He does this as if he is all white 
and there is no blemish in him. 

- Reb Shmuel of Slonim, Divrei Shmuel 


o">aai\yn >o> 

The Chidushei Harim said in the name of 
Tzaddikim, that in the weeks of these 
Parshios (of Shovavim o»’in\y acronym for: 
Shomos, Va’era, Bo, Bishalach, Yisro, 
Mishpotim) one can rectify. And surely what 
Tzaddikim said, such is to be. 

- Sefer Siach Sarfei Kodesh 

w na*»» p ijiin up *»\yNai 
In the name of Reb Henoch of Alexander 
ZY”A it is said, w> i^no they tortured - 
their physical bodies, p-p’ p So would it 
extend out, the spiritual Neshoma (soul): 

- Sefer Siach Sarfei Kodesh 


"rrmvn byi nrinnbp nun nn iiP> bnpb 
,vnipn ’pvPi 

nv’Tinb ni ,nvvy vyn’Ni mv’vy in 
anyNUX? aP*r»\y - tj>pns pm V 'V iiNb 
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o>Nin bN*»iy» ua nvavy nbNi 
And these are the names of the children of 
Yisroel who are coming to Mitzrayim (Egypt) 
etc. 

And these nbNi 

Every place that it says “And these are” it 
is adding on the previous sayings. For only 
Yetzias Mitzraim- going out of Mitzrayim, 
and Kabolas HaTorah; the ultimate of the 
creation, was it fulfilled and completed the 
Maseh Bireishis - creation of the world. 

- Sfas Ernes 

Who were coming o>Nin 

Klal Yisroel are Anshei Mallah- people of 
hights. They are not satisfied with their 
level so they constantly yearning to climb 
higher. Therefore o^Nin-they are coming, 
steadily in a situation of Aliya-rising. 

- Noam Elimelech 

And all the person \y£>i ba >n>i 

Since they all believed in one Hashem in 
unity,they were also called in a singuler 
tense - “a person”. 

- Rashi (Vayiegash) - Chidushei Harim 

And the land became filled yiNtiNbmii 

And so too the mundane earth between 
them bacame full of Kedusha (Holiness). 

- Noam Elimelech 

Who did not know Yosef tin v*p Nb tm>n 
Had he known the kedusha of Yosef he 
would not have had the audacity to disturb 
Klall Yisroel. 

- Sefas Ernes 
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The Medrash asks how did 
the frogs enter the great 
marble palaces of 

distinguished Egyptians, 
during makas tzfardayah. 
Answers the Medrash that 
the frog proclaimed to the 
marble “open a passageway 
for me that I may enter and 
fulfill the will of my 
creator”. The marble split 
open as a passageway for the 
frogs. Expounds The Divrei 
Shmuel, so to must every 
Jew say to his blocked 
(heavy) heart, open up 

that I may fulfill the will of 
Hashem. 

A young Cheder boy was 
not excelling in his studies; 
it seemed as if his abilities 
were limited. The boys’ 
parents were greatly 
distressed. On the 21 st of 
Adar the roads led to 
Lizensk, Poland to pray at 
the holy burial place of the 
great Rebbe Reb Elimeilech 
of Lizensk in the company of 
thousands of fellow Jews. 


Hours were spent engrossed 
in prayer to which the tear 
soaked tehillim attested. 

After Pesach the boys’ 
Rebbi contacted the boys’ 
parents asking if all was as 
usual in the boys’ 
environment, did anything 
special happen? 

A bochur did 

unsatisfactory on his yeshiva 
entrance exam; the Menahel 
conveyed this to him to 
which he replied I’ll be 
mispallel (pray) to reach 
achievement. The Menahel 
could not refuse him, and he 
did not regret it. 

The Chazon Ish explains 
that torah and tefillah are 
like twins and one can not 
be without the other. 
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I am your Hashem your Almighty, who 
takes you out from under the burdens of 
Mitzrayim (Egypt). 

This Possuk is explained by Rav Henoch 
of Alecksander as follows. The greatest 
Gollus is the fact that The Yidden sunk 
into a situation that they were Soivel - 
accepted the Gollus, as if it were "status 
quo" for them. Says The Possuk, y>ywn 
any a n nrvno opyw ; I, Hashem is the 

force, redeeming you from this awful 
situation of acceptance of this terrible 
Gollus Mitzrayim 

The Chidushei Ha'rim gives a similar 
explanation, on the Possuk orftnpn bon 
(N">anw) They were Soivel (accepted) 
the Gollus. 

Such a position is the worst 
situation that a Yid could find himself in, 
"status quo" - in Gollus. 

As Rav Shlomo of Karlin said. "The 
worst tragedy is when a Yid forgets that 
he is a Ben Melech - Son of The King - 
Hashem, Our Father". 

At the Burial of Yaakov Avienu, Eisav 
the brother of Yaakov Avienu (who sold 
his Bichorah - firstborn rights to his 
younger brother Yaakov Avienu) and 
started to "make trouble", claiming that 
the plot in The Me'oras Hamachpeilah in 
Chevron belonged to him. A heated 
debate erupted between The Shvotim 


(Sons of Yaakov) and Eisov, regarding the 
ownership rights. Naftoli the son of 
Yaakov Avienu was immediately sent 
back to Mitzrayim to bring the contract 
of ownership - the proof of the sale of 
the Bichorah. Chushim the son of Don, 
who was deaf, was observing the 
situation. Seeing what was happening 
Chushim who was not involved in any 
negotiations, took action in his hands and 
beheaded Eisov. 

From here we can learn that when we 
separate ourselves from foreign society, 
we are then more secure, as there is no 
two side's to the coin, we know the truth 
and we are not in any way swayed to 
ideas that are strange to us. - Rav Chaim 
Shmulevitz. 
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I shall take you out from under the burden 
of Mitzrayim. 

The Chidushei Harim expounds on the 
Possuk onibitn n*v>i. What does it mean that 
Hashem saw in their burden? 

The burden was a burden of acceptance, 
they were bno the status quo. They didn’t 
realize what their true situation should be. 
Not slaves to Egypt, but they should be 
slaves >n my to Hashem and his Holy 
Torah. 

't7 mm jnm7i nmnb msn 

It is a Mitzvah to enlarge the meal of Rosh 
Chodesh. Shulchon Aruch 419; The Magen 
Avrohom quotes the Rif, and the Rosh in the 
name of the Yerushalmi. If Rosh Chodesh 
falls out on Shabbos one should make the 
Seudas Rosh Chodesh on Sunday. Since on 
Shabbos, it would not be recognized that it 
is being done for Rosh Chodesh. The Bach 
says, we do not follow this custom. 

The Mishnoh Berurah writes in the name of 
Achronim (Elya Rabbah), that one should add 
an extra food, more than every other 
Shabbos. As so it should be relevant the 
realization for the respect of Rosh Chodesh. 
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This Shabbos has a special uniqueness to it. 
For not only is it Shabbos, but it is Rosh 
Chodesh too. One may ask why does this 
combination of Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh 
have a name of specialty. More so we say a 
special Mussuf of Atoh Yotzartoh for this 
occasion. To expound on the Tefilla of Atoh 
Yotzartoh we must understand exactly what 
is transpiring. Tzaddikim and Seforim 
Hakedoshim, specifically Reb Tzadok 
HaCohen of Lublin indelved into this issue. 
They explain it as follows: Shabbos Kodesh 
is the host (as it is steady) and Rosh Chodesh is 
the guest. When these two fall on the same 
day, which one takes precedent and is 
supreme? The Seforim explain that surely 
Shabbos is greater because it is greater in 
Kedushah (holiness), ISSUr Ml'lochah (forbidden to 
work) and it is steady (timing). If so we return 
to our question of: why does Shabbos give 
way to Rosh Chodesh? The conclusion is as 
we explained before. Shabbos is the host 
and its specialty gives its uniqueness that it 
can be a host to Rosh Chodesh. And this day 
can therefore have a special Tefilla of Atoh 
Yotzartoh recited in which a combination of 
the beauty of Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh 
transpire. So we attain the Shabbos named 
Shabbos Rosh Chodesh. 

P.S. Yom Tov on Shabbos is a subject on its own. 

Hallel bbfi 

Reb Avrohom Elimelech of Karlin (5651 -5703) 
HY”D ZT”L, wrote in a letter the following 
about his great grandfather. Once the Beis 
Aharon [of Karlin] ZY”A said the Brocha of 
Asher Yotzar in a loud voice, in the tune of 
Hallel. He then said, “What do you think 
kinderlach, every heiliger vort [and Brocha] we 
must say as we say Hallel.” (“What do you think 
children, every holy word and blessing we must say as we 
say the praise of Hallel.”) 
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You shall say: “It is a meal of deliverance 
performed through a halting passing over 
dedicated to G-d, Who Paused as He passed over 
the houses of The Children of Israel in Mitzrayim 
(Egypt) when He struck Mitzrayim mortally and 
rescued our houses!” And the people bowed and 
prostrated themselves. 

Asks R’ Moshe Leib Sassover why does 
the Posuk say that Hashem paused - 
passed over on the houses of the Yidden 
with the phrase a/ botei Bnei Yisroel on 
the houses of the Jews it should say that 
Hashem passed over the homes of the 
Jews? Says R’ Moshe Leib of Sassov that 
when Hashem went through Mitzrayim 
during makas bichoros and he passed 
over the house of a Jew he danced on 
the house, “This is the house of a Yid”. 
When R’ Moshe Leib was at the table of 
The Rebbe R’ Elimeilech of Lizensk and 
he said this vort he (R’ Moshe Leib) 
burst into an enthusiastic dance on the 
table “Doh voint ah Yid, Doh voint ah 
Yid - here lives a Jew, referring to the 
great tzaddik (and his elevated 
holiness). 

A Jewish home is a dwelling place of 
the Shechina (divine presence). Many 
seforim say that when Moshiach comes, 
homes that attained the status of a 
mikdash m’at by filling them with Torah 
and mitzvos will also go to Eretz Yisroel, 
just as shuls they too are a dwelling 
place of the Shechina. 

R’ Elya Lopian would say that one 
who eats with the intention to gain 


energy to serve Hashem his meal is 
honored as a seudas mitzvah. 

The Mishnah in Avos 3:4 says three 
that eat and do not say Divrei Torah it 
is as if they had eaten from sacrifices 
of the dead, but three that sit on one 
table and speak words of torah it is as 
if they ate from the table of Hashem. 

The Rebbe of Parshischa once asked 
his disciples; had it not been already 
said by Hashem that the Jews will be 
in bondage in Egypt. Therefore why 
did Hashem bring the makos on Paroh? 

To which he answered that the Jews 
do all the commandments to fulfill the 
will of Hashem with fear and fondness. 
Not so Paroh that slaved and tortured 
the Jews because of his own evilness 
and wickedness and he did not say I 
am doing this for the sake of Hashem. 
(No I’shaim yichud was said!) 

From this we can learn that by 
being mamlich (carnation - crowning) 
Hashem on all our actions we are 
elevating them to be mitzvos, the will 
of Hashem and we are thus glorifying 
the name of Hashem in this world. 

As a result our homes are not 
mundane dwellings, but houses of 
spiritual elevation on which Hashem 
rejoices “Here lives a Yid”. 
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And so will are sheep go with us etc. 

Rav Eizik of Kamarnah explains in his 
Chumash Heichel Habrochah, the significance 
of "Vigam mikneinu yeilech eimonu". That we 
will take everything with us, even the 
gashmius (materialistic), mundane items. We 
will take them, and elevate them to a 
Ruchnius (spiritual) status, with which we will 
use them to serve Hashem. 

'n tin r qyb nm p 

i"d '>mov 

"From these all we will take to serve 
Hashem" 

In the Sefer Niflo'os Chadoshos, Rav 
Menachem Mendel of Kotsk explains This 
Possuk as follows. "Kie miemenu nikach" - 
From all we will take - from everything in the 
world we will learn from and utilize, for what - 
"La'avod ess Hashem to serve Hashem. 

Everything, all happenings and surroundings, 
can be used to recognize and develop how to 
serve Hashem in every aspect during a person's 
daily life. 
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You shall say: “It is a meal of deliverance 
performed through a halting passing over 
dedicated to G-d, Who Paused as He passed over 
the houses of The Children of Israel in Mitzrayim 
(Egypt) when He struck Mitzrayim mortally and 
rescued our houses!” And the people bowed and 
prostrated themselves. 

Asks R’ Moshe Leib Sassover why does the 
Possuk say that Hashem paused - passed over on 
the houses of the Yidden with the phrase M 
botei Bnei Yisroel on the houses of the Jews it 
should say that Hashem passed over the homes 
of the Jews? Says R’ Moshe Leib of Sassov that 
when Hashem went through Mitzrayim during 
makas bichoros and he passed over the house of 
a Jew he danced on the house, “This is the 


house of a Yid”. When R’ Moshe Leib was at the 
table of The Rebbe R’ Elimeilech of Lizensk and 
he said this vort he (R’ Moshe Leib) burst into an 
enthusiastic dance on the table “Doh voint ah 
Yid, Doh voint ah Yid - here lives a Jew, 
referring to the great Tzaddik (and his elevated 
holiness). 

A Jewish home is a dwelling place of the 
Shechina (divine presence). Many seforim say 
that when Moshiach comes, homes that attained 
the status of a mikdash mi’at by filling them 
with Torah and mitzvos will also go to Eretz 
Yisroel, just as Shuls they too are a dwelling 
place of the Shechina. 

R’ Elya Lopian would say that one who eats 
with the intention to gain energy to serve 
Hashem his meal is honored as a Seudas 
Mitzvah. 

The Mishnah in Avos 3:4 says three that eat 
and do not say Divrei Torah it is as if they had 
eaten from sacrifices of the dead, but three 
that sit on one table and speak words of torah 
it is as if they ate from the table of Hashem. 
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They saw not one another, nor any rose from his 
place for three days; but for all the people of Klall 
Yisroel they had light in their dwellings. Shemos 
10:23 

The worst darkness is blindness in which one person 
will not “see another”, thereby refusing to look upon 
his misery and to help him. He who will not “see 
another” will himself become incapable of “rising 
from his place”; that is, of growth and development. - 
Chidushei HaRim 

>vJ*rnb tDb Nin ptfNi tPY)™ oab \btr»p 
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This month shall be to you the beginning of months; it 
shall be the first month of the year to you. Shemos 
12:2 

The nations of the world build their calendar around 
the sun, whereas the Jewish people base theirs on the 
moon. This symbolizes the difference between the 
other nations and Klall Yisroel. The heathens 
[empires] can survive only as long as the light shines 
upon them. As soon as darkness descends upon them, 
they perish and disappear from the scene of history. 
Like the moon, though which can shine even through 
the darkest night, the Jewish people can survive and 
spread light, even in darkness. - Sfas Ernes 

The Rizhiner Rebbe was once asked why he could 
not get every person who came to him for spiritual 
guidance to respond and improve himself. He replied: 
“If a person who is cold is covered with a blanket, he 
soon becomes warm. But if a cold stone is covered 
with a blanket, it remains cold. The same is true of 
me: If there is some inner warmth in a person, I can 
help him. But if the person starts off as a cold stone, 
he will remain (spiritually) cold.” - Sipurei Chasidim 

The reason we eat bitter herbs at the Seder is that the 
very bitterness experienced by Klall Yisroel was the 
beginning of the redemption - had they not sensed the 
bitter taste of the exile, they would not have wanted to 
be redeemed.” - Chidushei HaRim 


Better herbs and sacks among your own, than cake 
and silk where you are unknown. - Shmuel HaNagid 


The Rebbe of Sasov was once rebuked for giving all 
the money he had in his purse to a man reputed to be 
a sinner. “I, too, am a sinner,” he replied, “yet 
Hashem gives me what I need.” - Sipurei Chasidim 

Most of us, said a Chasidic Rebbe, call upon Hashem 
only when we are in trouble and make all sorts of 
vows if only He will assist us, yet afterwards we 
forget them. This makes us very much like the 
wealthy man who, while eating fish choked upon a 
bone in his throat. Fortunately, the doctor, who was 
quickly summoned, was able to remove the bone just 
as the wealthy man was about to die. “Doctor,” he 
declared, “You saved my life! How can I ever repay 
you?” The wise physician replied: “Just give me half 
of what you would have paid when the bone was still 
stuck in your throat.” - Sipurei Chasidim 


Rabbi Nochum of Shtefinesht once said to the 
Chasidim gathered around him: “If we could hang all 
our troubles and sorrows on pegs, and we were 
allowed to choose those we l ik ed best, each of us 
would take back his own, for other people’s would 
seem even more difficult to bear.” - Sipurei Chasidim 
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Tzadikim where very happy when the month of 
Shevat arrived, as from Rosh Chodesh Shevat until 
after the Yom Tov of Shevuos there is a special day 
celebrated at least every two weeks.- Mipi Hashmuah 
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Go and serve Hashem as you have spoken 
The Possuk can be explained that the 
devotion to Hashem should be as good as 
the words: Beis Aharon 
The Chidushei Harim says a similar vort in 
Parshas Matos: n\w> vdo N*m bDD mi brv Nb - 
He shall not defile his words, as what 
comes out of his mouth he shall do. With 
the same enthusiasm that it emerges from 
his mouth so to shall be his actions. 

JllSfc JIN tDJn&MM 

Rev David of Lelov once hosted a self- 
invited guest before Pesach. As he did not 
have what to serve him, he gave something 
special that he did have. It was a food 
made from the shmura (watched) wheat 
set aside for Pesach. Reb David of Lelov 
ZY”A said, the most important watching is 
to watch yourself from chometz. In the 
Possuk tin ommn it says, you shall 

watch the matzos. Chazal say, *y*nb Nin 
ros’onn bN a mitzvah that comes to your 
hands you should not put off. Now I am 
watching the mitzvah, and Hashem will 
give me shmura flour for Pesach (matzos). 
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Window to Pesach >r»b 

When Rav Avraham Elimelech of Karlin 
ZT”L HY”D was in Tzefas on Wednesday of 
Parshas Bo, he said in the name of his great 
grandfather, The Beis Aharon ZY”A. On 
Parshas Bo a window opens to the 
upcoming Yom Tov of Pesach, therefore 
one must watch the Seforim. They 
shouldn’t be put on a table that has 
chometz on it. 

Hallel Hu 

On numerous occasions on Shabbos Parshas 
Bo after Ma’ariv, Rav Moishe Leib Sosover 
ZY”A and his kehilla would say Hallel with 
great simcha (joy) and hislahavos 
(enthusiasm). It was not a Minhag (custom) 
nor was it done every year. Only so it was 
when they achieved that level of the 
feeling of Yitzias Mitzrayim, they said 
Hallel to praise Hashem. 

The holy Chozeh of Lublin ZY”A said the 
following to be a remez (hint) on the next 
few Shabbosos in reference to the 
upcoming Yomim Tovim. 

❖ Bo - the first days of Pesach [leaving 
Mitzraim] 

❖ Bishalach - second days of Pesach 
[Krias Yam Suf] 

❖ Yisro - Matan Torah 

❖ Mishpatim - Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kipper, days of judgement 

❖ Terumah - Succos, the Mishkan - 
Succuh, a makeshift dwelling 

❖ Tetzaveh - Chanukah, shemen zayis 
zuch (pure olive oil) 

❖ Ki Sisoh - Purim, as it says in the 
Gemarah Megilla, I have established 
your shekolim in advance to Hamons 
Shekolim. 
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After Ma’ariv, on the night of Shabbos Kodesh 
Parshas Bo, Reb Moshe Leib Sassover ZY”A, and 
his Kehilla (congregants), all burst in unity in 
the recitation of Hallel with great joy and 
enthusiasm. Just as is done on the nights of 
Pesach (in many communities). It was not done 
as a Minhag (custom), and not done every year. 
Only such it was, when they reached the height 
of feeling the Yitzias Mitzraim (redemption 
from Egypt), they said Hallel to praise Hashem. 
- Al HaTorah V’al Ho’Avoda, Mipie Hashmu’ah 

It is known and accepted in the name of our 
Rebbe, The Holy Chozeh of Lublin ZY”A, that he 
said as a symbol of the following Parshios. 
Parshas Bo is the first days of Pesach. Parshas 
Beshalach is the last days of Pesach. Parshas 
Yisro is Matan Torah - Shavuos. Mishpatim is 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur - days of 
judgement. Terumah is a symbol of Succos, as 
is the canopy of the Mishkon, so to the Sukkah 
is a temporary dwelling. Tetzaveh is Chanukah, 
Shemen Zayis Zoch (pure olive oil). Ki Sisoh is 
Purim, as Chazal say in Megila 13:,”1 preempted 
my Shekolim to the Shekolim of Homon.” - 
Chaim ViSholom 

One might wonder, “What is the significance of 
this Remez?” The answer is: Firstly, “Kriah 
Mi’orer ess hazman” (the reading awakens the 
time - significance). Secondly, when one plants, 
there is plowing and seeding. So too are there 
Parshios for the coming Yomim Tovim. Thirdly, 
it is a Hachonoh (preparation) for the upcoming 
Yomim Tovim. May we be Zoche (merit) to 
prepare and celebrate the Yomim Tovim with a 
speedy Redemption from Gollus, Omein. 

-ojim b3b 'fib Nifi tapvaiy b>b 

For all their generations... 

The Rambam explains this Possuk as follows; 
Klall Yisroel awaits this night of Pesach to 
celebrate it according to all its Mishpatov - 
laws. 


>*m3fi ’IN >3 '131 N3 '131 *m»1 

For I have strengthened 

This is a Remez [symbol] to Milchemes 
Ha’yeitzter, fighting the Yetzer Hora [Evil 
inclination]. A person is not to dwell on the fear 
that the Yetzer Hora will Chas ViSholom 
overpower him. Since it is I, Hashem that has 
made his heart heavy and even the power of 
the Yetzer Horah is only from Hashem 
Yisborach. Then surely Hashem gives a person 
strength to overcome it. 

-Reb Avrohom of Trisk Mogen Avrohom 

-nt7£)fi >nb )ibn 

A window to the Yom Tov of Pesach. 

Reb Avrohom Elimelech of Karlin ZT”L HY”D 
said in the name of his great grandfather The 
Bais Aharon ZY”A, that on Parshas Bo a window 
opens to the Yom Tov of Pesach. Therefore one 
should watch the Seforim and not put them on 
a table which has chometz on it. 

Similarly, The Kedushas Levi says that when a 
person takes a Sefer off the table and brushes it 
off from any crumbs, he is fulfilling pob” 
"T»n ’«’ bo on^o piNO "jriN^ or> tin -otn - one 
must remember the day of leaving Mitzraim 
(Egypt) all the days of his life. 


"rrrayn byi minn by” nun mi pbi bnpb 
,\rnpn iwba 

uyninb ni ,ny\y ’^ro w’-pni ~nv’\y in 

ai\yNOt7 aibi’iy - o>p»*ra iiaa >”i> *iiNb Nim 
714 Park Ave Lakewood NJ 08701-2025 
Fax / Tel: 1-732-730-1588 chizuk@yeshivanet.com 

li’b> \y’7pnb pi ,b'on yn vnipn iwba p ,ir>b>n bnpb 

“im’i ’"inN - o’im tin motb in vy b ,w'nenb ,niDtb 
- b'onb iiyprinb ’»o rryp obiva moipo pN viino 
>”iiioN> b^i’n ’briDi ooi’i’ 

Contact us for dedications, in honor of a Simcha, 
Yohrtzeit, or Zechus etc., Loshon Hakodesh or English 
versions, received by thousands worldwide. Send in yours 
and your friend's numbers to receive ASAP. 

Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig 











r ^ 

Divrei Torah, Ba er Heitev mr>ni nun ’-at .pvP option •>" vy~i£D 


% 

nu’D “ini 


Volume Number 5 Issue Number 10 5771 


> 3 a 7 n > 7 n ma nvJtt 7 n '<i 7 »N >1 

Vwat’pha Jivaw 

To worry over sin is itself a sin. It leads to 
melancholy [sadness], which makes true penitence - 
Teshuvah, impossible. - Sipurei Chasidim 


>in >pbN inisNi >b-N nt nvivi’b >b >n>i n> jnmi ny 

a"a Vo pia 

The Might and the vengeance of Hashem [Rashi], 
Hashem is my Might and Song [Targum]; was 
salvation for me. This is my Hashem and I will build 
Him a Sanctuary; The Hashem of my Father and I 
will exalt him. Shemos 15:2 

An alternative rendering is: “This is my Hashem, and 
I will make Him a habitation” (the Hebrew verb 
1TTIJN, “And I will glorify Him”, is related to the noun 
DU, “habitation”). This means “I will make myself 
into a habitation for Him; I will sanctify and purify 
myself so that my body may become a dwelling place 
for the Holy Presence.” Reb Shamshon Raphol Hirsch 

'131 bN*i\y> JiNSi - bbn 

The Haggadah puts the beginning of Hallel before the 
meal of Shulchon Oreich and its end after the meal. 
This teaches us that if our meal is a proper, festive 
meal, it is not an interruption in the course of the 
Hallel. Eating itself is an act that should be so full of 
holiness as to be like a song of praise to Hashem. 
When we begin Hallel, then continue it with our meal, 
it becomes one continuous song of praise to our 
Creator, which we then finish after the meal, as it is 
all one continuous song. - Tiferes Shelomo, Yeino 
Shel Torah 

The Beis Aharon of Karlin was once leaving the Beis 
Medrash after a lengthy "Hislavusdig" [fiery - 
uplifting] Davening. He exclaimed "Chatzie Lochem 
[half to ourselves (of Yom Tov obligation)] we have 
already fulfilled, now we have to fulfill Chatzie 
LaHashem! [with the Yom Tov Seudah]. 


jin >JiNJon nrri or>ri osya >p Jiis»f) jin ornpvii 
mri tn>p jin oJi*itt\?b YiNtp o3>jiin72 

V>a a> pia Jiimy : obij> Jipn oa>jntb 


The word “Chomeitz” means both “leavened” and 
“sour." When you have a chance to do a Mitzvah, do 
not turn it sour - don’t do it with a sour face and 
begrudgingly. Do your Mitzvos happily, 
energetically, and with a willing heart. - Yeino Shel 
Torah 


t"t7i 

>37) 1? ifybN *77) >371 7ty*>N *777 

' nt 73 b\y TVT 3 D : 'Vai yia-io Na>py 

It took place that Reb Eliezer, Reb Yehoshua, Reb 
Elozar ben Azaryah, Reb Akiva, and Reb Tarfon 
(Pesach Haggadah) 

The Haggadah uses the term rwyo as the Talmud 
does when it cites a story as concrete proof for a 
Halachah principle. In this case, the principle that “all 
who increase telling the story of the Exodus are 
praiseworthy” is supported by the story of these 
Tannaim (Mishna-era Rabbis), who were sages, full 
of understanding of the Torah and men of renown 
who knew the entire Torah; [yet] they were telling the 
story of the Exodus the entire night. - Vilna Goan 

b\y man - 7 »jiji 3 fi7iyri 712*7 71777 

I made you as populous as the plants of the field 
(Pesach Haggadah) 

“Like the growth of the field”: Just as the growth of 
the field grows more when it is cut more frequently, 
so too Israel would be more fruitful and multiply 
more as the Egyptians afflicted them more. - Ritvah 

A wise Rabbi in a small village was once informed 
that a certain individual had died of hunger. “What do 
you mean, he died of hunger?” said the Rabbi. “He 
could have swept the streets or carried water and 
earned enough for food.” “But,” they replied, “he was 
a respected householder, and such work was beneath 
him. “Correct!” exclaimed the rabbi. “Just as I said; 
he did not die of hunger — he died of pride.” - 
Sipurim 

bo Norap NbP’m Nnr> - pn* mm obiy tdP 
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iionooo -ronm ni bT>o ’"nmN 70 m innoonni 
bbnoi bo byi oPy omm 

omnon o-ninnn -ray bbnnrp jo 
npni fw>N p <pr> - bmp p 701 ’ npy> 
mn nup bnn p nm bNi> 
honoo nibno - oppn rra imo ’"y -mb mm 
714 Park Ave Lakewood NJ 08701-2025 
Fax: 1-732-730-1588 Tel: 1-732-901-6225 
chizuk@yeshivanet.com minn Pro roTTnil mora 
,rraP pPj oppnb pi ,b"in pi onpn pobn p ,ppjn bnpb 
nioipQ ^bNyniND inra >"nnN - op-in jin rraP in i"yb ,o"iray 
minnm bumn Prim ddt>t> b"inb toprinb >"n n"yp obiyn 

Contact us for dedications, in honor of a Simcha, Yohrtzeit, or Zechus 
etc., Loshon Hakodesh or English versions, received by thousands 
worldwide. Send in yours and your friend's numbers to receive ASAP. 

Ah Guttin Shabbos - Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig 

-■ 














Divrei Torah , Ba' er Heitev 

Vol. 7 No. 16 Parshas Bishalach 5776 


.pipni mm nn opivya 


nvpn “ini 


oh3 nria av)> Niri) >ibNa 'n rbN nvi 

n"d n">a :or>a 

The Joy of Mitzvos 

A disciple of the Chozeh of Lublin was walking on 
the road to Lublin to visit his Rebbe. All of a 
sudden a heavy rain came pouring down, and the 
Chossid [disciple] started to sing and dance. He 
explained his joy thus, "When people would walk to 
the Beis HaMikdosh [Holy Temple] in Yerushalayim 
[Jerusalem] no inconvenience along the way would 
deter them because of their joyous anticipation of 
being in Yerushalayim. Similarly, I greatly 
anticipate my being able to be near our great 
teacher and any difficulty just increases my joy. 
(Rabbi Zelig Pliskin - Gateway to Happiness) 

And Hashem {G-d} appeared to him in the plains of 
Mamre; and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day. 
(18:1) 

The Meforshim ask, why is it necessary to 
emphasize that Avrohom Avienu was sitting nns 
bnNn - at the opening of the tent. 

Rashi explains that even in this situation that a sick 
person stays in bed (Sifsei Chachomim), Avrohom 
Avienu was sitting at the door to see if he can fulfill 
the Mitzvah of Hachnosas Orchim [hospitality]. 
Seforim say further, the ma’vyn [importance] of nrp 
bpNn - at the opening of the tent, is to show that 
even when one has already attained achievements, 
his approach must be 5pNn nrp, as if he is now first 
entering to rise to higher heights. 

h”oo jin bmn oi>a bvn otmN \yy>i 

n"£) 

And Avrohom made a great feast the same day that 
Yitzchok was weaned. (21:8) 

The Kedushas Levi ZY"A explains the word ‘jmn to 
be meramez [give details] the three stages which 
refer to the Avos [Forefathers] and the twelve 
Shevotim [Tribes]. The >n refers to omnN to which 
he had the letter >n added by the nPn nm . The a 
is the third of the thin which is Yaakov Avienu, who 
was third to have a Bris. One may ask why were the 
12 Shevotim not born from Avrohom Avienu? The 
answer is because his Bris [circumcision] was not on 
the eighth day. Yitzchok Avienu was also not born to 
a father who was rmn\y5 bin’: . Even though from 
Yitzchok, comes the Geulah, as the Chachomim say, 
"Atoh Avienu" this all came to a climax when Yaakov 
Avienu, and then was able to come the 12 Shevotim. 


v'viyji nb\yi 'a v'vz 


To add to the words of the Kedushas Levi ZY"A, one 
may ask, what is this great significance of Milah on 
the eighth day to come to all the above mentioned? 

The Maharal says on the Possuk in Parshas Shemini, 
“And it was on the eighth day”. What is the 
emphasis on the greatness of the eighth day? To 
which he answers, seven is teva - natural, and eight 
is above nature ynon p nbynP 

From this we learn that Klall Yisroel was gifted by 
Hashem to be above nature. 

This week on the 14 th of Cheshvon 5703, was the 
Yohrtzeit of Reb Avrohom Elimelech of Karlin ZY"A, 
who was killed in The Second World War, HY"D. 

Before The War, he made four visits to Eretz Yisroel 
in which he built the Karliner Chassidus there. On 
one of his travels in Eretz Yisroel, together with his 
devoted Chossid, Hatzadik Reb Zalmen Brizel ZT"L, 
the Rebbe of Karlin became very thirsty. Reb 
Zalmen had a bottle of water with him, but he 
didn't have a cup. The Karliner Rebbe refused to 
drink from the bottle. So Reb Zalmen took a 
cucumber, hollowed it out, to which he gave to the 
Rebbe to use as a cup. (As I heard from Chasidei 
Pinsk Karlin) 

From this story we can learn how one must be 
above the nature, have restraint and not indulge in 
materialism. 

As the Beis Aharon of Karlin ZY"A said, "There are 
those who follow me step by step, by Davening, but 
when it comes to the Kugel, they stay at [their level 
of] Kugel. 

Reb Osher of Stolin (Der Yunger Rebbe) ZY"A, told 
his followers, "Kinderlach, zeit mentchin vet iher 
zein Chasidim." 

m\yNot> - tppns n’i ion ’"y tik5 
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Emunah fiflftN 

When The Kedushas Levi ZY”A returned 
home, after traveling the first time to the 
Rebbe Reb Shmelkeh ZY”A of Nikolsburg, 
his father-in-law asked what he saw. He 
answered, “I learned that there is a 
Creator of all the worlds, in Heaven.” His 
father-in-law then called a maid servant 
and asked her, “Do you know that there is 
a Creator of the world?” She answered yes. 
Then The Heiliger Bardichiver ZY”A said, 
“she can say so, but I know so.” 

Mon In Our Days tD>fcWfi p 

Rav Uri of Strelisk ZY”A said that in our 
day too, Mon falls from Heaven! As we see 
in the city of Brod a Yid can be seen going 
on the street without money in his hand. 
He doesn’t have any money to buy food for 
Shabbos. Yet, on Friday night - the holy 
Shabbos he can be seen in a total different 
atmosphere. There is a set table with 
candles lit, laden with challos, wine, fish, 
meat and all delicacies. This is absolutely 
Mon that falls for him from Shomayim! 

nzsi opp-fp Ji# .^t? o> np pa ioa miyan 
jj .yap nioimpi op’NpP 

: <po o>a iyio vp>P inipi .op nap ib’n - ) ny-p ma-jp 


"miayn byi rrvmn by" min nat ypbj ba pb 
,vnipn yivybi 

py’Tinb ,nyp ’sni vp-pni my’p in 
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Shabbos Shira m>w flaw 

Why is it that Parshas Bishalach is called 
Shabbos Shira, more than any other Parsha 
that is not called by it’s name? Parshas 
Bishalach is not read in the time of Krias 
Yam Suf, and Parshas Yisro is not called 
Shabbos Kabolas HaTorah. More so, we see 
that only by the Arbah Parshios it is called 
according to the special time. The reason is 
that since it is written in the pattern of 
rmib by nnN half bricks over full bricks, 
it gives it specialty. Therefore, one must 
rejoice on this Shabbos with great 
enthusiasm: Rav Yitzchok of Vorka ZY”A 

Fifteenth Day of Shevat W 1 W 2 1 WV flWfcfl 

The Bnei Yissoschar writes that on the 
fifteenth day of Shevat one shall daven for 
a good Esrog to be worthy for the upcoming 
Yom Tov of Succos. One may ask why it is 
specifically an Esrog that we daven for on 
this day. After all, it is the Rosh Hashana of 
all trees. We may possibly answer as 
follows: 

1) The Esrog is the only fruit tree that 
is used directly for a Mitzvah. 

2) The Mishnah uses a singular 
language, and even then it is for all 
trees. The Esrog Tree has a special 
respect as it listened to the 
command of Hashem by the creation 
of the world. Therefore the fruit and 
the tree have the same taste. roybJi 

i>w> w - mji riw&ai 'fia 

And they believed in Hashem, and in Moshe 
His servant. - Then they sang 
Then, only then - after they believed in 
Hashem and Moshe, His servant were they 
bvipo appropriate and able to sing shira - 
song to Hashem: Rav Aharon of Sadigura 
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Emunah rmftN 

When The Kedushas Levi ZY”A returned 
home, after traveling the first time to the 
Rebbe Reb Shmelkeh ZY”A of Nikolsburg, his 
father-in-law asked what he saw. He 
answered, “I learned that there is a Creator 
of all the worlds, in Heaven.” His father-in- 
law then called a maid servant and asked her, 
“Do you know that there is a Creator of the 
world?” She answered yes. Then The Heiliger 
Bardichiver ZY”A said, “she can say so, but I 
know so.” 

Mon In Our Days 

Rav Uri of Strelisk ZY”A said that in our day 
too, Mon falls from Heaven! As we see in the 
city of Brod a Yid can be seen going on the 
street without money in his hand. He doesn’t 
have any money to buy food for Shabbos. Yet, 
on Friday night - the holy Shabbos he can be 
seen in a total different atmosphere. There is 
a set table with candles lit, laden with 
challos, wine, fish, meat and all delicacies. 
This is absolutely Mon that falls for him from 
Shomayim! 

-own io'j ’Tt'j Nin onian> 

For all their generations... 

The Rashbam explains this Possuk as fallows. Klall Yisroel 
awaits this night of Pesach to celebrate it according to all 
its Mishpatov - laws. - Correction from last week 

"miiyn byi minn by” min nm pb) bipb 
,\ynpn iwbn 
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Shabbos Shira rp>\yjii\y 

Why is it that Parshas Bishalach is called 
Shabbos Shira, more than any other Parsha 
that is not called by its name? Parshas 
Bishalach is not read in the time of Kriyas 
Yam Suf, and Parshas Yisro is not called 
Shabbos Kabolas HaTorah. More so, we see 
that only by the Arbah Parshios it is called 
according to the special time. The reason is 
that since it is written in the pattern of n>iN 
rmnb >i> byhalf bricks over full bricks, it 
gives it specialty. Therefore, one must 
rejoice on this Shabbos with great 
enthusiasm: Rav Yitzchok of Vorka ZY”A 

Fifteenth Day of Shevat flMJJafl 

The Bnei Yissoschar writes that on the 
fifteenth day of Shevat one shall Daven for a 
good Esrog to be worthy for the upcoming 
Yom Tov of Succos. One may ask why it is 
specifically an Esrog that we Daven for on this 
day. After all, it is the Rosh Hashana of all 
trees. We may possibly answer as follows: The 
Esrog is the only fruit tree that is used 
directly for a Mitzvah. The Mishnah uses a 
singular language, and even then it is for all 
trees. The Esrog Tree has a special respect as 
it listened to the command of Hashem by the 
creation of the world. Therefore the fruit and 
the tree have the same taste. Toybio 

i>\y> w - my n\y&ai m 

And they believed in Hashem, and in Moshe 
His servant. - Then they sang 
Then, only then - after they believed in 
Hashem and Moshe, His servant were they 
bnuo - appropriate and able to sing Shira - 
song to Hashem: Rav Aharon of Sadigura 
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And Yisro said Boruch Hashem etc... 
That He saved The Nation etc... 

Rav Yissochor Dov of Zlotchev 
explains the Possuk as follows. The 
safeguarding of Klall Yisroel of any 
grave sins in Mitzrayim was thru the 
fact that the leaders of Klall Yisroel; 
Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon HaCohen 
were uncontaminated from even the 
slightest aveirah (sin). That was Klall 
Yisroel's spiritual protection in 
Mitzrayim. 

n v"'> mov - no dop'd od'poo >> ppp djwi 

And you shall be for me A Nation of 
Kings etc. 

Reb Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev in His 
Sefer Kedushas Levi explains this phrase 
as follows; 

There are three crowns that a person 
can achieve - The Crown of Torah, The 
Crown of Kehunah, and The Crown of 
Shem Tov (good name) [Avos 4:7]. The 
differentiation between The Crowns is as 
follows; The Crowns of Torah and Shem 
Tov one must achieve on his own merit. 
Whereas The Crown of Kehunah is 
obtained by inheritance. 

Hence, as Klall Yisroel has the Kedusha 
(holiness) of their Forefathers, as it says 
in the Possuk [Devorim 32:9] Ki Cheilek 
Hashem Amoy etc., therefore every Yid 
has the inheritance of the Kedusha of 
The Avos, as we are called By Hashem, A 
Nation of Kings. 


a omaw-’m ynxxin im... ’n >d'jn 

I am Hashem... that has taken You out 
of Mitzrayim... 

Explains The Rebbe Reb Elimelech of 
Lizshensk, that Hashem Said "I have 
taken You out of Mitzrayim", - in singular 
tongue, giving the importance that to 
each and every member of Klall Yisroel. 
Such was the redemption of every Yid, 
according to his level, and to the depth 
of His understanding. 
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I am your Hashem 'fi > 3 JN 

Reb Aharon Hagodol of Karlin ZY”A, was a 
Talmid (disciple) of the great maggid of 
Mezrich ZY”A. One night as he was engrossed 
in Torah study a knock was heard at the door. 
It was from a fellow Talmid of the Maggid ZY”A 
who came to bid farewell to him. When the 
fellow Talmid knocked on the door, Reb 
Aharon Hagodol asked who is there. The 
student answered, “Ich” - “I”. Reb Aharon did 
not open the door for a long time until finally 
he opened it. He said there is only one “I” in 
the world, that is Onochy Hashem - I am 
Hashem. The Talmid replied that he still must 
stay by the Maggid ZY”A to learn Toras 
Hashem. - Ranenu Tzadikim, Reb Y”T Ehrlich 

Shabbos wipi Jia\yn ov jin list 

Remember the day of Shabbos to make it 
sanctified “Ribbono Shel Olom; you gave me 
wine for Shabbos, challos for Shabbos, fish and 
meat for Shabbos. Ribbono Shel Olem please 
give me Shabbos for Shabbos”. - Reb Zalmen 
Brizel ZT”L - Pinsk Karliner Chossid. 

nainipn rrpn nbapa .nby opinpri - ! ww opi’by J~! 
rnpy m or> nbapa .nbyn;i iko nba inti .’Ppp 
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For all their generations... The Rashbam explains this Possuk as 
fallows. Ktaii Yisroel awaits this night of Pesach to celebrate it 
according to ail its Mishpatov - laws. - Correction from last week 
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Kabolas HaTorah miJifi Jiblp 

Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Yisro is a very great 
Shabbos, as we read the Parsha of Kabolas 
HaTorah. The Shinover Rov once traveled to 
his holy father the Sanzer Rov, the Divrei 
Chaim and he was greatly spiritually elevated. 
After this great experience the Shinover Rov 
was sure that if he would travel to his father 
for Shovuos he would experience an even 
higher Hisalus (spiritual elevation). As 
transpired it was not so. Shabbos Kodesh 
Parshas Yisro was of greater Hisalus: - Mipie 
Hashmu’ah. 

And Yisro heard nJi> 

The Kotzker said on this verse And Yisro 
heard, “Yisro hut derhert”. He understood and 
put his listening into action, not just simply 
hearing. - Siach Sarfei Kodesh 

And Yisro heard 11Ji> 

nonbm 710 cn ntcnp Nil yo\y nyio\y no >vy"iD 

pboy 

- Vayishma Yisro, explains Rashi. What did he 
hear to cause him to come? Krias Yam Suf, and 
Milchemes Amalek (the war of Amalek). 
Meaning to say that he heard that even after 
the great revelence of the greatness of 
Hashem. Which was at the Yam Suf (Red sea), 
that even a maid servant saw the greatness of 
Hashem more than great Prophets. And after 
that Amalek came and instilled a coldness in 
Emunah (Faith) in Hashem. This all came about 
during a great time in the history of Klall 
Yisroel. As it says (Sukkah 52 a) He who is 
greater than his friend his Yetzer Hora is 
greater. From this we see that there is no 
option but to be mekabel (accept) the holy 
Torah. The Torah will give strength to stand 
against the evil inclination. Divrei Shmuel 

b\y minn jmm b\y tnny >">b umpi n>nn\y 71 m 
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I am your Hashem 'fi > 3 JN 

Reb Aharon Hagodol of Karlin ZY”A, was a 
Talmid (disciple) of the great maggid of 
Mezrich ZY”A. One night as he was 
engrossed in Torah study a knock was heard 
at the door. It was from a fellow Talmid of 
the Maggid ZY”A who came to bid farewell 
to him. When the fellow Talmid knocked on 
the door, Reb Aharon Hagodol asked who is 
there. The student answered, “Ich” - “I”. 
Reb Aharon did not open the door for a 
long time until finally he opened it. He said 
there is only one “I” in the world, that is 
Onochy Hashem - I am Hashem. The Talmid 
replied that he still must stay by the 
Maggid ZY”A to learn Toras Hashem. 

Shabbos wip^ Jia\yn ov jin iiat 

Remember the day of Shabbos to make it 
sanctified “Ribbono Shel Olom; you gave 
me wine for Shabbos, challos for Shabbos, 
fish and meat for Shabbos. Ribbono Shel 
Olem please give me Shabbos for Shabbos”. 
Reb Zalmen Brizel ZT”L - Pinsk Karliner Chossid. 
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Kabolas HaTorah miJifi Jiblp 

Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Yisro is a very 
great Shabbos, as we read the Parsha of 
Kabolas HaTorah. The Shinover Rov once 
traveled for Shabbos Parshas Yisro to his 
holy father the Sanzer Rov, and was greatly 
spiritually elevated. After this great 
experience the Shinover Rov was sure that 
if he would travel to his father for Shovuos 
he would experience an even higher Hisalus 
(spiritual elevation). As transpired it was 
not so. Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Yisro was 
of greater Hisalus: Mipie Hashmuah 

And Yisro heard nJi> 

The Kotzker said on this verse “And Yisro 
heard”, Yisro hut derhert. He understood 
and put his listening into action, not just 
simply hearing. 

And Yisro heard llJi> 

nonbm <yit> cp riNnp mu y op nyiop no >vy"iD 
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Vayishma Yisro, explains Rashi. What did 
he hear to cause him to come? Krias Yam 
Suf and Milchemes Amalek (the war of 
Amalek). 

Meaning to say that he heard that even 
after the great revealing of the greatness 
of Hashem. It was at the Yam Suf (red sea), 
that even a maid servant saw the greatness 
of Hashem more than great Prophets. And 
after that Amalek came and instilled a 
coldness in Emunah (Faith) in Hashem. This 
all came about during a great time in the 
history of Klall Yisroel. As it says(Sukkah 
52.) “He who is greater than his friend his 
Yetzer Hora is greater.” From this we see 
that there is no option but to be mekabel 
(accept) the Holy Torah. The Torah will 
give strength to stand against the evil 
inclination: Divrei Shmuel 
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I am Hashem your G-cl, who has taken you out of the 
land of Egypt, from the house of slavery. Shemos 20:2 
Why were the Ten Commandments not put at the very 
beginning of the Torah? 

This can be answered with a parable: If a mighty warrior 
were to enter a city and say ‘I will rule over you,’ its 
people would reply ‘What have you ever done to merit our 
allegiance?’ If he set about building the city wall, 
constructing aqueducts, and defeating their enemies, and 
he then declared T will be your ruler,’ the people would 
accept his leadership eagerly. Likewise, first Hashem took 
Klal Yisroel out of Mitzrayim, split the Yam Suf, provided 
them with the Mon, and defeated Amalek. Only then did 
He say “I am Hashem your G-d.” Eagerly they shouted 
“Yes, Yes!” - Mechilta Yisro 5 

nainam rnin nbaj?a .nby o>3innrii i\y\y tpjrby 
rniyji m oi> nbapa .nbyn? txo'nba inji 

nwaiyn an nb>aji oi>o .om^n 

The Kotzker Rebbe was once asked: Why is Shovuos 
called the ‘time of the giving of our Torah’ and not the 
‘time of our receiving the Torah?’ 

He replied: “The reason is that, whereas the Torah was 
given to us on Shovuos in the time of Moshe Rabbeinu, we 
continue to receive the Torah in every subsequent 
generation. The giving of the Torah was only once, on 
Shovuos. The time of receiving it, though, is not only on 
Shovuos but every day of our lives.” - Sipurei Chasidim 

A heretic once asked the Gerrer Rebbe: “In Kriyas Shema, 
it says that the religious will prosper and the irreligious 
will be famished. I am an unbeliever, and yet I am quite 
well-to-do, and, often, people who are deeply religious are 
in need and must come to me for charity!” The Rebbe 
replied: I see that you must have read the Shema once with 
great attention. The reward for that act alone is more than 
all your present possessions...there is still more coming to 
you! - Sipurei Chasidim 


Once, the Baal Shem Tov was sitting with his Chasidim 
when a poor ignorant man entered. The Baal Shem Tov 
immediately called him to the head of the table and seated 
him next to himself. Astonished, the disciples asked him 
why he accorded such honor to an unknown and ignorant 
person. Their teacher replied: “In the World to Come, I too 
will want to have a ‘seat of honor.’ When I am asked 
through what possible merit I deserve it, the only answer I 
will have is that once I also gave the seat of honor to 
someone without grace or learning”. - Sipurei Chasidim 


Moshe Rabbeinu called his first son Gershom because he 
was Ger in a foreign land. His next son, Eliezer, was called 
as a thank you to Hashem for saving him from Paroh. 
Rav Moshe Feinstein asks two questions. "Firstly, 
shouldn't the salvation and the name Eliezer be used first? 
Secondly, why was Moshe thanking Hashem that he was a 
Ger in a foreign land?" Rav Moshe answers that when 
Moshe Rabbeinu came to Midyan, his vast talents and 
capabilities were immediately recognized by the local 
population. They wanted him to lead them. Moshe 
Rabbeinu, however, preferred the private life, and the 
ability to concentrate on his Avodas Hashem and raise his 
children apart from the culture of the Midyanim, so he 
declined. The fact that he was able to remain a Ger in 
Midyan was Moshe Rabbeinu's main point of thanks to 
Hashem, and, therefore, his first son became Gershom. 
Once he set a life path of Avodas Hashem even in Midyan, 
he then thanked Hashem for saving him from death in 
Mitzrayim, because now he had a life worth living. 
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Once, the Gerrer Rebbe questioned one of his disciples: 
‘How is Moshe Yaakov doing?’ The disciple did not 
know. ‘What?’ shouted the Rebbe. ‘You don’t know? You 
Daven under the same roof, you learn the same Torah, you 
serve the same G-d, you sing the same songs — and yet 
you dare to tell me that you do not know if Moshe Yaakov 
is in good health, or if he needs help, advice, or 
comforting?’“ - Sipurei Chasidim 


naaaan nvyjha -mwon 
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Tell me where Hashem is,” a father said to his young 
child, “and I will give you a ruble.” “Tell me where 
Hashem is not, and I will give you two rubles,” replied the 
intelligent child. - Sipurei Chasidim 
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’x x"d maw :Dnao'p p’Wn iwx p’vavan n>xi 

In the name of The Great Rebbe of 
Kotsk it is said; This is The Torah that I 
am giving to you. (Meaning to each 
person according to his rotzon - 
standard, and nigios - self orient). 

j>o I’p maw -aynnx 

One must always remember and not 
forget - The uny, The Poor man riding 
on the Donkey, He is The Melech 
Hamoshiach. - Reb Menashe of 
Veretzky, Alfei Menashe 

7"p 2 ”d maw - nay avn nx 

Reb Shlomah Chaim of Koidenov in his 
Sefer Divrei Sholom expounds on The 
Words of The Possuk, The poor man - 
with you. Only the money that you give 
to the poor man - 222 will be with you, 
and remain with you, and escort you to 
Ollom Habboh - Pininei HaTorah 

a^pw raw 

The Sefas Ernes explains, that The 
Chachomim (Sages) said to read Parshas 
Shekolim in our days, even thou we do 
not yet have the Korbon (Offering). The 
reason is, because the dedication of 
every Yid is accepted as while we still 
had The Korbon. The explanation is, that 
since all of the Korbonos where accepted 
as a true Offering to Hashem only with 
the true dedication of Klall Yisroel. Being 
that it is with the intention of such, true 
dedication that The Korbonos were 
accepted, that dedication is alive today, 


just as before, and maybe even more. 
That Klall Yisroel wants to be devoted as 
before, in these days. And such was the 
creation of a person, to yearn for the 
light of Hashem even in situations of 
darkness. Hence it would be appropriate 
to say that the reading of Parshas 
Shekolim is a preparation for the 
Redemption, as the month of Nisson is 
the time of redemption. Therefore The 
Chazal instituted to read the Parsha of 
Shekolim to remind us of dedicating 
ourselves with our heart and soul for the 
Service of Hashem, and that is much 
more significant than just donating funds 
for the Korbonos. 
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N"3 N"33 :Op>ip!7 OAtlJl 3V)>f tJ>9399tl h'bN) 

And these are the ordinances that you shall place before 
them. (Shemos 21:1) 

In the Talmud (Shabbos 31a), we are told: “When a 
man is brought before the Heavenly court for judgment, 
he is asked: ‘Did you conduct your business faithfully? 
Did you set aside times for the study of Torah?...” Note 
that he is first asked about his honesty in observing the 
O’Ufwn and only then about his study of Torah. This 
helps us to understand the Midrash which says: “If you 
do not keep the om*T He will take His Torah away from 
you.” If the answer to the first question is negative, his 
entire study of Torah is worthless. - Kesav Sofer 

Nb ri\yi 3 n>fm Nb 79 ? >>yri jin > 9 ? jin rnbji 793 on 

t"33 3"33: 7V>a i>7? po>)y9 

When you lend money to My people, to the person who 
is with you, do not act toward him as a creditor; do not 
lay intrest upon him. (Shemos 22:24) 

Alternative interpretation: “... qnv pyn tin- even when 
poverty is with you.” The commandments to give 
Tzedokah and to extend loans without charging interest 
apply even at times “when poverty is with you.” Even if 
you yourself are short of money, you must still set aside 
part of what you have for the poor. With regard to the 
verse ‘“pino 'D-riN 133” (Mishlei [Proverbs] 3:9) - 
“Honor Hashem with your wealth”, the Sages say: 
“Read not me-honecha - ‘with (or from) your wealth’ 
but mi-geronecha - ‘from your throat’.” This means that 
you must give charity, even if it means depriving your 
own stomach. - Rav Shmelkah of Nikelsberg 


:?V)3 p>7?N Nb >3 >3flJl bN p>7?) p IVlJl 399 3379 

f"3 >"33 

Keep far from a false matter; and do not slay the 
innocent and righteous; for I will not justify the wicked. 
Once a Chosid asked Rabbi Dov Ber [of Mezritch?]: “It 
says in Tehillim that “truth will grow out of the earth” 
(Psalms 85). If truth springs up so easily, why is there 
so little of it in the world?” The Rebbe replied: “Yes, 
truth does spring up from the ground - but not on its 
own. It must first be sown. The way to sow truth is to 
bury falsehood in the ground. Once that is done, truth 
will grow all over.” - Sipurei Chasidim 

It Is said in The name of the Rebbe Reb Zushe of 
Anpoli, pnin 3379 -Distance yourself from a false 
word; implication, when you say a false word, instantly 
you are furthering yourself from Hashem Yisborach; 
Chas ViSholom. - Imrei Pinchos 

V'\?3 >"33 :'1>1 3tt\?Jl J19J9-1 >13 JlJ* 

You shall obsen>e the festival ofMatzos; etc. (23:15) 
Once, Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev discovered that 
the poor orphan daughters, who were hired by the 
community to knead the dough for the Pesach Matzos, 
were forced to work hard from early morning until late 
at night for a measly allowance. Hurriedly, he 
summoned the congregation to the Beis Midrash, 
ascended the Biemah, and cried out: “Those who hate 
Klall Yisroel falsely accused us of baking Matzos with 
the blood of Gentiles. But, no, we bake them with the 
blood of Jews!” Shamed, the community relieved the 
plight of the orphans. - Sipurei Chasidim 


The Posuk in Mishpotim tells us "Achrei Rabim Lihatos" 
(23:2) to follow the majority. The famous question asked 
is that since most of the world does not follow Hashem 
and abide by the laws of the Torah why aren't we obligated 
to follow the majority? The Chasam Sofer's explanation of 
this Posuk answers this question. "Lo Si’yeh Achrei Rabim 
Lira'os"; there are things that are absolutely, positively 
bad. Do not follow the majority in their wickedness and 
foolishness. When do you follow the majority? "Lihatos" 
when there is doubt in which way to turn. Then go with the 
Rabim. If you understand this, then "Vilo Saaneh A1 Riv" 
says the Posuk. You will not be caught up in debate about 
avodah zoroh and other bad ways of the world because the 
guidelines are clear to you. Reb Elchonon Wasserman 
answered that it says a few Psukim later (23:8) that bribery 
blinds the wise. The majority of the world is bribed by 
their desires and even if they are wise they have become 
blind and cannot be followed. 



The Yismach Moshe once dreamt that he was in Gan 
Eden and was shown a modest room in which Rabbis 
were sitting and studying the Talmud. ‘Is this, then, all 
there is to Paradise?’ the Rebbe asked. The Heavenly 
Voice replied: ‘You believe the Rabbis are in Paradise? 
You are wrong; Gan Eden is in the Rabbis.’ - Sipurei 
Chasidim 
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Shabbos Shekolim 1 2>^p\) raw 

The Sefas Ernes explains, that The 
Chachomim (Sages) said to read Parshas 
Shekolim in our days, even though we do 
not yet have the Korbon (Offering). The 
reason is, because the dedication of every 
Yid is accepted as while we still had The 
Korbon. The explanation is, that since all 
of the Korbonos were accepted as a true 
Offering to Hashem only with the true 
dedication of Klall Yisroel. Being that it is 
with the intention of such, true dedication 
that the Korbonos were accepted, that 
dedication is alive today, just as before, 
and maybe even more. Klall Yisroel wants 
to be devoted as before, in these days. And 
such was the creation of a person, to yearn 
for the light of Hashem even in situations 
of darkness. Hence it would be appropriate 
to say that the reading of Parshas Shekolim 
is a preparation for the Redemption, as the 
month of Nisson is the time of redemption. 
Therefore The Chazal instituted to read the 
Parsha of Shekolim to remind us of 
dedicating ourselves with our heart and 
soul for the Service of Hashem, and that is 
much more significant than just donating 
funds for the Korbonos. 
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:tp>3cp o>Vn o'oayan niJNi 

'n N”b rind 

In the name of The Great Rebbe of Kotsk 
it is said; this is The Torah that I am 
giving to you. (Meaning to each person 
according to his Rotzon - desire, and 
N/g/os - self orient). 

:on>3£)i7 o>wfl iwn nbNi 

And these are the laws that you shall put before them. 

A person must steadily put the Mishpotim 
of Hashem before him. He must sanctify 
his whole “self” for the laws of n and give 
his life for them. That is "onub"- before 
them, before the doings and wants of his 
own. (Kol Simcha) 

I was once Zoche (merited) to hear from 
the Skulener Rebbe shlita, why does it say 
"inb by o>vy> tiiti iniini"- on his heart - 
shouldn’t it say ubi - in his heart? 

To this he answered that one must put the 
will of the min and mi*o of Hashem 
above and before his personal desires. 

to i"! mm; - AN 
One must always remember and not 
forget - The uny. The Poor man riding on 
the Donkey, he is The Melech 
Hamoshiach: Reb Menashe of Veretzky, 
Alfei Menashe 

TO i"i m m - AN 

Reb Shlomah Chaim of Koidenov expounds 
in his Sefer Divrei Sholom on the words of 
The Possuk, the poor man - with you. Only 
the money that you give to the poor man - 
lay will be with you, remain with you, 
and escort you to Ollom Habboh - Pininei 
HaTorah 
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Speak to the Children of Israel, and let them take for Me a 
portion, from every man whose heart motivates him you shall 
take My portion. (Shemos 25:2) 

♦1 133 ^3 )« NIUltflON ’01 p IliyiO’l )7N1iy’ ’33 ov 

o\y mo\y oibp3iN tmin s’jivwion n’ p3X7Ji n»3b rpyirp 

"From every man whose heart is motivated " 

Reb Zusha, the practical teacher of his generation, penetrated 
to the heart of man’s problems by profound interpretations of 
the commonplace and the ordinary. One morning, as he was 
going to the synagogue, a peasant, whose wagon had broken 
down, asked Reb Zusha to lift it so that he might replace the 
wheel on the axle. “I can’t,” said Reb Zusha. “Oh, yes you 
can,” the peasant shouted, “but you don’t want to.” 
Whereupon Reb Zusha, thinking of all of human life, and its 
failures began to weep and cried out, “O, Master of the 
Universe, we can, but we must desire to!”- Sipurei Chassidim 

’3ini rpsNi isni poni isin mrwsN on?\!) ’3i» inbv> ri’\yvi 

y 33 p"3D nioiy :ijp3> 

You shall make a Table of Shittim [acacia] wood, two cubits 
its length, a cubit its width, and a cubit and a half its height. 
(Shemos 25:23) 

Rabbi Shimon said: If three have eaten at the same table and 
have not spoken words of Torah there, it is as if they have 
eaten of offerings to the dead idols, as it said: 'For all tables 
are full of vomit and filth, without the Omnipresent. But if 
three have eaten at the same table and have spoken words of 
Torah there, it is as if they have eaten from the table of the 
Omnipresent [Hashem], as it is said: 'And he said to me, 
"This is the table that is before Hashem." - Avos 3:4 

It is said in The Talmud (Chagigah 27.), That the association 
jointly of the Shulchon and the Mizbei'ach [Alter] is that 
during the time that there is no Mizbei'ach, the table of a 
person is Michaper [forgives]. Says the Kozhnitzer Maggid, 
that this is when Divrei Torah are spoken at the table, since in 
every mundane there is a spark of Holiness [Nitzutz 
Kedushah], that Hashem created with it, and from these 
words of Torah the Kedusha flow's. So to writes The Mogen 
Avrohom (Orach Chaim 6:4), that the body is nourished from 
the mundane portion of the food, and the Neshomah [soul] is 
nourished from the Spiritual portion of the food. Hence when 
a person is involved in studying Torah on his table, he is 
arousing with his holy words of the Creation of Bereishis, 
which is the life that was given into this food, and he is 
heightening it to the level of a Korbon [sacrifice], And that is 
what the Posuk is saying "Vayidaber Eilay" (Yechezkel 
41:22) - a Remez [associated] with Zeh Keily Vi'anveihu 
(Shemos 15:2) This is my Hashem and I will build him a 
Sanctuary, - When Hashem dwells on ones table, he is by 
Hashem. - Avodas Yisroel Pirkei Avos 3:4 



It was the custom of the righteous men in France to have 
their tables transformed into caskets after their deaths for 
burial, thereby signifying that one carries nothing away with 
him except the charity he does in his lifetime and the Chessed 
he fulfills through his table. That is why our sages declared 
that one who prolongs his stay at his table (by being 
hospitable to others), his days and years will be prolonged." 
Rabbeinu Bechaye, Sefer Torah Tavlin 
The same is the custom by Chassidishe Rebbes. 

A person who was once rushing to another town on business 
was stopped by his Rebbe. “Isn’t there a cemetery in your 
town?” the Rebbe asked. “Of course there is a cemetery!” the 
man replied. “Oh,” said the Rebbe. “I thought you were 
rushing to another town because your town did not have a 
cemetery. But if it is only to enter your own cemetery a few 
rubles wealthier, why rush?” - Sipurei Chassidim 

"Kichol Asher Ani Mareh Oischa" (Terumah 25:9). The 
Mishkon must be built to the exact specification that Hashem 
told Moshe, with the exact materials and precise 
measurements. Rashi comments that this Posuk is connected 
to the one above it that says, "Vi'uhsu Li Mikdosh 
Vishochanti Bisochom", they shall make for me a Mikdosh 
and I will dwell among them." What is Rashi teaching us 
here? Rav Moshe Feinstein says in Dorash Moshe that there 
are two place of Hashro'as HaShechinoh. One is in the Bais 
HaMikdash, a house make of wood and stone. That building 
must be made to exact specifications. In addition there is also 
Hashro'as HaShechinoh in every Yiddishe heart and home. 
Rashi is telling us that when the Posuk says that the dwelling 
place of Hashem must be precisely according to a script, it is 
only referring to the Bais HaMikdash and not the heart of 
home. When it comes to our own Kedusha or the chinuch of 
our children there is no one size that fits all. We must 
understand our own abilities and talents and those of our 
children. Then we can chart a course that will work from both 
the side of the parent and child. There are many paths, but 
they all reach the same destination of Kirvah to Hashem and 
to the Torah. 


P’lu on’ ohiy lath 

aibi’\yn vn’n ’33 n p»mn ’3pt 
N”’Dvivn V’npn iin n V”’i yriarin 'pn rmnn nan 1 ’obn 
iwnoo znbi’w - o’p’i3 n’a pan ntri> N3r> 

714 Park Ave Lakewood NJ 08701-2025 
Fax: 1-732-730-1588 Tel: 1-732-901-6225 
chizuk@yeshivanet.com minn ’hill nmimi mvni 
Contact us for dedications, in honor of a Simcha, Yohrtzeit, or 
Zechus etc., Loshon Hakodesh or English versions, received by 
thousands worldwide. Send in yours and your friend's numbers 
to receive ASAP. 


Ah Guttin Shabbos - Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig 















Divrei Torah , Ba' er Heitev .pirm rrnn nn ,yi\y5 o’yavn >”vnD i o>n “ini 

Vol. 8 No. 9 Adar #1 - Terumah 5777 r'VWJi fittnJi 'a ItN min V’ t7i 


Preparation for Purim o>liab fittfi 

The Shem MiShmuel ZY”A, expounds on 
subject discussed in the Gemorah Megillah 
bob nb’np im yn or> “The thirteenth day is a 
day of gathering for all”. He quotes the 
Vorkeh Rebbe ZY”A who said that the days 
before Purim, the 11 th , 12 th , and 13 th , of 
Adar are similar to Shloshes Yimei Hagboloh 
before Shavuos. As we find in the Megillah, 
Kimu Vikiblu the Yidden established and 
accepted upon themselves etc... (Esther 9:27), 
as this is referring to Kabolas HaTorah that 
Klall Yisroel renewed their acceptance with 
Rotzon - willingness, in the days of 
Achashverosh. 

Let them take for Me a portion nttl'lJl inpn 
Many Seforim ask, what is the meaning of 
the Possuk “to take for Me”. Reb Meir of 
Apta ZY”A, explains as follows. 

The bounty that Klall Yisroel takes and 
receives from Hashem Yisborach - inpn - 
is considered by Hashem as if Klall Yisroel 
is giving such a Terumah - portion, nnrm >b 
- for Me it is a Terumah. Since it is the 
resolve of Hashem Blessed be He, to give 
good to them - Klall Yisroel: Ohr 
LaShomayim - Pininei HaTorah 
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Adar finova I’aio vtn rjajvo 

The Talmidim of Yeshiva of Staten Island - 
Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim, asked their 
Rosh Hayeshiva, the Godol hador Rav Moshe 
Feinstein how to fulfill the obligation of 
being more happy in the month of Adar. To 
this Rav Moshe ZY”A answered them, they 
should learn more Torah, and drink a little 
wine every day: As I heard from my Rebbe 
Rav Refoel Green ZT”L 

Parshas Terumah fifcllJi mna 

The Even Ezra explains to us what the 
commandment of Hashem was to Moshe 
Rabbeinu, and Klall Yisroel to build a 
Mishkon. 

The Rotzon - determination of Hashem was 
that a holy dwelling place be made that 
Hashem will dwell in. From there Hashem 
shall speak to Moshe Rabbeinu, and he will 
not go up to the mountain to speak to 
Hashem. 

We can expound on this fact. Hashem did 
not want that Moshe Rabbeinu be steadily 
in the level of a Malach (angel) as he was 
during the time of Matan Torah, and 
acceptance of the Luchos (Tablets). Hashem 
wanted that even in the level of a person; 
he should hear the voice of Hashem. 

Similar to this we find in Parshas 
Mishpotim, the Possuk says >b pnn vnp mom 
“People of holiness you shall be to me” 

(22:30). 

The Kotzker Rebbe ZY”A, expounds on this 
Possuk, Malochim Serofim ViChayos (types of 
angels), are numerous in the heaven, 
Hashem does not have a deficiency of 
them. What does Hashem cherish even 
more, Anshei Kodesh - holy people, humans 
that act accordingly with Kedusha 
(holiness). That is a mi nro - desire and 
pleasure bi^no for Hashem Yisborach. 
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~ppn u m'pvn 1 ? uno 1 ? 
Now you shall command the Children of Yisroel 
that they shall take for you pure olive oil, 
pressed, for illumination, to kindle a lamp 
continually. 

mnmb n>ro sbi n>ro mum T’ta ’"vno 

The Tiferes Shlomo expounded on the 
Possuk as follows kossis - pressed, lame’or - 
illuminated, When one is in a tight situation; 
from there will come the light, lo kossis - not 
pressed, laminochos, hinting to a stationary 
position. A prominent Rov in Yerushalaim 
repeated this from one who survived WW II 
and accredited his survival to the steady 
encouragement he received from this vort. 

We can now value what one vort can 
accomplish! 

bmp’ nn nn msn nnm 

In this week’s Parshah the name of Moshe 
Rabbeinu is not mentioned, in contrast to all 
the Sedros since Moshe Rabbeinu’s birth, the 
Baal Haturim Explains that since Moshe 
Rabbeinu said after the incident of the eigel 
(the calf) v’atah im tissa chatossom v’im 
ayin micheiny nah misifricha asher kossavta 
(and now if You would forgive their sin - but 
if not erase me now from Your book that You 
have written) and the curse of a Chochom 
(sage) takes effect even on a condition; and 
it took effect here. One may ask why is 
Moshe Rabeinu's name not mentioned in 
Parshas Titzaveh, but rather it should not be 
mentioned in Parshas Ki Sisa when Moshe 
Rabbeinu said micheiny nah misifricha asher 
kossavta or thereafter? Explains Rav Moshe 
Adler that earlier (in Possuk 10) Hashem said 
to Moshe Rabbeinu v’atah hanicha Lee (and 
now desist from me) to which Rashi quotes 
the Medrash - That here Hashem opened a 
door for Moshe by notifying him that it is up 
to him; if you will be mispallel (pray) for Klal 
Yisroel then they will not be destroyed . 
More so since Moshe Rabbeinu saw that there 
is (previously) a Parshah without his name he 


7 "otW7 nur - nun nuns 

deduced that he can undertake on himself to 
say micheiny misifricha erase my name. 

From this we see how Hashem always 
opens the door of tefillah for all those who 
want to beseech Hashem in all situations. 

pma nnpp 

The Beis Aaron would say ki bisimcha 
satzayu (lit. for in gladness you shall depart) 
with happiness one can depart all hard 
situations. 

The Baal Shem Tov related the following 
story There was once a great Tzaddik 
whose wish always came true. The Tzaddik 
wished and Hashem fulfilled it was therefore 
decreed that he always be drunk. 

To this stated the Chidushei HaRim on 
Purim kol haposhet yodo nosnim lo - He who 
stretches out his hand is given (literally in 
charity; seforim say in tefillos too) a person 
can request all that his heart desires, the 
sages therefore obliged us to drink wine on 
Purim... 

The Chidushei HaRim would conclude that 
the optimal is to do as the sages commanded 
us, and one will only gain by doing such, we 
therefore heed their instruction to fill the 
day of Purim (and night after too!) with 
festivities in thanksgiving to Hashem for our 
rescue from Hamon inc. We are lucky and 
proud to be the nation of Hashem. We will 
daven to Hashem as fit for this great and 
opportune day, fulfill the commandments of 
the day, mishteh visimcha (feasting and 
gladness).In this manner we are upholding 
the inspiration of this wondrous and joyous 
day. 
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Now you shall command the Children of Yisroel that 
they shall take for you pure olive oil, pressed, for 
illumination, to kindle a lamp continually. (Shemos 
37:20) 

:(.ia Jiiroo) Jiiroob Ji’Jia Nbi iiNob ji’Jid noNJiy 

The Tiferes Shlomo expounded on the Possuk as 
follows kossis - pressed, lame’or - illuminated, 
when one is in a tight situation; from there will 
come the light, lo kossis - not pressed, laminochos, 
hinting to a stationary position. A prominent Rov in 
Yerushalayim repeated this from one who survived 
WW II and accredited his survival to the steady 
encouragement he received from this vort. 

We can now value what one vort can accomplish! 

If you want to criticize a person - to “beat him”, as 
it be, and make him feel crushed and contrite, you 
must do it not to humiliate him but “for the light” - 
in order to light his path and to show him the right 
way. - Reb Yechiel of Alecksander 

The Holy Chozeh[seer] of Lublin compared, and also 
as a preparation, the Parshios we are now reading, 
Bo - Pesach, Bishalach - Shviey Shel Pesach, as we 
recite the Shiras Hayam from the Sefer Torah, Yisro 
- Kabolas HaTorah, Mishpotim - Rosh Hashonoh and 
Yom Kippur, as we read the laws of the Torah, 
Terumah is similar to Sukkos, as we read the 
building of the Mishkon, a dwelling place for the 
Shechinah [Hashem], and Tetzaveh is Chanukah as 
we read about the Shemen Za'is Zoch [pure], Ki 
Sisah is Purim as the Yidden brought their Shkolim 
for the Beis HaMikdosh before homon brought his. - 
Chaim VeSholom 

The candles of the Menorah were filled with oil to 
last through the night. The Ner Marovi miraculously 
lasted all day until the next night. Rav Yehonoson 
Eibushitz asks, "If so why did they bother filling it 
with enough oil for the night, if a few hours later it 
would burn through a Nes? Also, why was Chanukah 
such a surprising Nes if the Ner Marovi witnessed the 
same Nes every day?" He answers that daytime is a 
time of Chesed, and Hashem does many Nissim by 
day. Nighttime, however, is a time of Din and not a 
time of miracles. Therefore, the Ner Marovi was 
filled with oil for the nighttime, and a Nes during 
the day was not a huge revelation. The Nes of 
Chanukah, which occurred at night, was a far bigger 
Nes than the Nes of the Ner Marovi. 
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"Biheitivo Es Haneiros Yaktirena... Ubiha'alos 
Aharon Es Haneiros Bein Ha'arbayim Yaktirena; The 
sweet smelling Kitores is brought when you clean 
the Menorah in the morning and when you light it in 
the afternoon." (Tetzaveh 30:7-8) Why is time to 
bring the Kitores intertwined with the Avodah of the 
Menorah? Rav Moshe Feinstein answers that in order 
for a Talmid Chochom to truly light up the world 
with his Torah, he must have a good nose [ah guttin 
shmek]. He must be able to smell what is against 
the Torah even if it is not the slightest bit 
Ossur. He must understand that the beginning of 
every plot by those who drive people away from 
Torah with deception, starts off with kind acts in 
order to attract people to them. Only when they've 
gained the faith and the loyalty of the masses, do 
they begin to pull people away from Torah. To 
uncover these schemes, a Talmid Chochom needs to 
be able to smell the rat lurking behind the rose bush 
and expose it before it is too late. "This," says, Rav 
Moshe Feinstein, "is the special sense of smell that 
Chazal say Moshiach will possess. Moshiach will be 
able to Pasken and know everything with his 
superior sense of smell." Rav Moshe says that while 
Moshiach will be perfect in this sense, every single 
true Talmid Chochom has a touch of this special 
sense. Therefore, the light projected by the 
Menorah, or the Talmid Chochom, will always be 
next to the sweet smelling Kitores. 

A Tzaddik must descend to the level of the people 
to make them understand the word of Hashem. - 
Ba'al Shem Tov 
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Hashem tells Moshe Rabbeinu (Shemos 30:34), "Kach Lichoh 
Samim" Take for yourself fragrances. Why does Hashem say 
"Lichoh" for you? The Maharal MiTzintz (Milo Ha’omer) 
answers that the Medrash tells us that when Moshe went up to 
Shomayim to take the Torah, each Malach gave him a special 
gift. Even the Malach Hamoves gave Moshe a gift, the gift of 
life. He revealed to Moshe the secret to stop a plague, and that 
was with the Kitores. Moshe later used this secret to stop a 
plague that threatened to wipe out Klal Yisroel after the 
Machlokes of Korach. There is no question that gift of saving 
Jewish lives was the most precious gift of all to Moshe 
Rabbeinu, says the Maharal Tzintz. However Moshe had no 
ability to use this gift since there is an issur, punishable through 
Kores, to make your own private Kitores. Now when Hashem 
finally told Moshe to make the Kitores, Hashem said make it for 
yourself, since this is the realization of your present that you 
received from the Malach Hamoves. We learn from this vort that 
we can not make our own decisions. See Chasam Sofer Orach 
Chaim 51 that one who makes decisions in Halochoh mixing 
Kabboloh and Halochoh, it is like mixing wheat and grapes, 
which is an issur of Klei Hakerem and must be burned. 


:oWv fl’ia on vTb na\yn jin ivivyyb na\yn jin bto\y’ pa novH 

T f'oa N"bo rnovi 

The Children of Israel shall observe the Shabbos, to make the 
Shabbos an eternal covenant for their generations. (Shemos 31:16) 
The Chidushei Harim expounded on this Possuk, on the word 
"Lidorosom", which is similar to the word "Lidirosom", to their 
dwelling, a Yid must inhabit in the Shabbos, and it should 
encompass him, as a dwelling of a home in comparison to a 
dwelling. So to must the procedures of Shabbos be in full respect 
to the sanctity of this Holy Day. The Rebbitzen of Rav Yaakov 
Slonim was Noheg to give out every last morsel of Shabbos food 
on Shabbos so that nothing should go to waste. She said she did 
this because she had a Kaboloh [legacy] from Rav Shneur 
Zalmon of Liadi the Ba’al HaTanya of which the following story 
is told. A guest once ate by the home of the Ba'al HaTanya Leil 
Shabbos [Friday night]. When the soup was brought to the table 
he tasted it but found it excessively salty to the point where he 
could not eat it. The Ba'al HaTanya was engrossed in his holy 
thoughts and was totally unaware of what was happening at the 
table. Suddenly in a moment of earthliness the Ba'al HaTanya 
noticed that the guest was not eating his soup. The Ba’al 
HaTanya asked him why he wasn't eating, but before he was 
able to answer the Ba'al HaTanya threw a hefty serving of salt 
into the man's soup and went back to his otherworldly thoughts. 
This scene repeated itself three times, until after the third time 
the guest finally said to the Ba'al HaTanya that his soup was 
much too salty. Upon hearing that the Ba’al HaTanya took his 
spoon and ate the guests' soup to the last drop. He then said that 
we cannot find criticism in Shabbos food. No Shabbos food can 
harm a person's health and it is forbidden to ever throw out any 
Shabbos food. This is the lesson that Rebbitzen of Slonim 
learned very well! Personally I was Zoche [merit] to eat many 


N"y\y*i )vp oma - N\y*i 'a T't7i 

Shabbos Seudos at the table of the Tzaddik Reb Zalmen Brizel 
ZT"L, a Pinsk Karliner Chosid in Yerusholayim. The whole 
Parsha Chumash and Rashi, was the entrance obligation. At the 
Seudah he gave every one their individual Kiddush, Challos and 
a full Seudah. At the Seudah he would exclaim, "Kinderlach 
nisht iberlozen fun der Shabbosdigeh macholim, di 
Shabbosdigeh macholim zenin nisht azoy vi di macholim fun ah 
gantzeh voch ["children please do not leave over from the 
Shabbos food, the Shabos food is not like the food of the whole 
week], Tzadikim raised seemingly ordinary actions, to a raised 
level. When my Great-grandmother [whose Yortzeit is on 
Sunday] was a baby, and fell ill her father my G-G-Grandfather 
who lived in the town of Nadvernah, went to the Rebbe Reb 
Uren Leib for a Brochah [blessing]. He replied by giving her 
Macholay Shabbos and said " Git ess tzu ihr zi vet noch zein an 
alter yiddiner" ["Give her the Shabbos food, she will heal and 
live to be an old Jewish woman (and so it was)]. 

o’ottiri jin 'n riiyy a>»> nvjvj >p apy? Nip jiin bNivp pa pai p>a 
r'»aN"b2mo\y :v)aV’inav) ’i»i\ynov’aiijpNfl jini 


Why is Shmiras Shabbos considered the litmus test if a person is 
religious or not? Hashem says regarding Shabbos (31:13) "Ois 
He", it is a sign. The Chofetz Chaim explains with a Moshel of a 
sign on a person's store. Every business has a reputation and the 
name on the sign tells the whole world who the owner of the 
store is. Even if the owner travels away for a while, as long as 
the sign is still up, we can rest assured that the owner will 
eventually return. If the owner takes the sign down and leaves 
town then it is clear that the owner has left with no intention of 
returning. Similarly with Shmiras Hamitzvos. Keeping Shabbos 
is a sign that the Jewish spirit resides in the person. Even if a 
Jew leaves the path, as long as he keeps Shabbos we know the 
Ruach HaTorah is still in him and he will one day return. 
However once a person is Michalel Shabbos he has taken down 
his sign and we know that the Ruach HaTorah has left him. 

Jinmi nbaon JiNnp n^n -mb p\yN*ip itn pa rn 

't n"o Ytriva*# 

Purim Kotton - Once a large assemblage arrived at the court of 
the great Rebbe of Nadvernah ZT"L on Purim Kotton, and they 
where surprised to see it lit with many candles. Exclaimed to 
them the Nadvernah Rebbe, "What is the great surprise to you 
that it is only Purim Kotton? Today is a great day that has a great 
shine from the upper Heavens! 
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And Moshe Rabbeinu gathered the entire assembly of 
the Children of Israel and said to them, These are the 
words which Hashem has commanded, that you 
should do them. [Shemos 35:1} 

Ordinarily, if a man takes a bundle of sticks, he is 
unable to break them. But if they are taken out of the 
bundle and broken one at a time, even a small child 
can break them. Likewise, Israel cannot be redeemed 
unless they are - nnN DTDN all bound together. - 
Yalkut Shimoni {Nitzovim} 

V'a fi"b£):jmm tspa oa>Jia\b» baa v)n nj|ajt Nb 

You shall not kindle afire throughout your dwellings 
upon the Shabbos day. {Shemos 35:3} 

The Shabbos is a day of rest on which some people 
have free time to discuss communal affairs, to talk 
about their Rabbis, Chazonim, {slaughterers}, and 
Gabbo'im, and to offer their comments on the way 
their institutions, like the Chadorim {Hebrew 
schools} and the Mikvah {ritual bath}, are run. This 
is why we are admonished: “You shall ki ndle no fire 
throughout your habitations on the Sabbath day” - Do 
not ruin your Shabbos rest by “kindling fires” of evil 
gossip and contention. This is not the purpose of the 
Sabbath. The Sabbath is not only a day of rest, but 
also a day of honorable purity. - Shellah Hakodosh 

iiJiini njiN JitiyjJb rDNbtpri bab o>*r rmm rDNbarn 

t T 'fli"bfi> Jiimi 

But the material they had was sufficient for all the 
work to construct it, and there was extra. { Shemos 36:7} 
The Posuk (36:7) says that after all the donations 
were made to the Mishkon they had enough 
(Dayom). At the end of this Posuk it says "Vihoser" 
and there was even more than they needed. So which 
is it; was it exactly enough or did they have extra? 
The Iturei Torah brings from Sichos Tzadikim that if 
there exactly enough and no more, each person would 
become full of pride thinking that his contribution to 
the Mishkon that made it all possible. "Without me 
there would be no Mishkon". This would make the 
Mishkon a place where Hashem's Shechina would 
definitely not rest, since Hashem does not dwell 
among the haughty. However if there was more than 
enough materials and some were left out of the actual 


building then each person would be brokenhearted 
thinking that his contribution may have been left out 
and he has no share of the Mishkon. This made an 
ideal sanctuary for Hashem's Shechina as it always 
finds rest among the broken hearted. Therefore the 
Posuk tells us that the amount of materials donated 
was exactly enough to build a Mishkon for the 
Shechina. Why? Because there was excess. 

Hashem {G-d}. Who created the day, also created 
each person’s sustenance for that day. Hence, Rabbi 
Elozar of Modi’in used to say: “One who has enough 
to eat today and says 'where shall I get food 
tomorrow?' is a person of little faith.” - Medrash 

A Chosid {member of the Chasidic movement of Rav 
Yisroel Baal Shem Tov ZY"A} decided to leave his 
native city to become a disciple of the Karliner 
Rebbe, many miles away. He was chided by the 
Rabbi of his city, who asked: “Can’t you find a 
worthy Rabbi nearer than Karlin?” “No, I cannot,” 
answered the Chosid. “I have read the thoughts of all 
the local Rabbis and I find them to be lacking in their 
concern for Hashem.” “If you are able to read 
thoughts,” taunted the Rabbi, “tell me what I am 
thinking right now.” “You are thinking of Hashem,” 
answered the Chosid. “No, you are incorrect. I am not 
thinking about Hashem.” “There you have it,” 
retorted the Chosid. “You yourself have stated the 
reason I must go to Karlin!” - Sipurei Chasidim 
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For f/ze cloud of Hashem was upon the Mishkon by 
day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of Klall 
Yisroel, throughout all their journeys. {Shemos 40:38} 
According to Rashi, their encampments are also 
called their “journeys”. We can suggest that the same 
applies to all human endeavors. Often, a stop, to rest, 
as it were, is necessary for the journey to continue. 
Likewise, one’s activities in earning a living may be 
considered an “encampment” in the journey of Torah 
and are considered part of that journey, even though 
currently he is not actively engaged in its study. 

In Bereishis Rabbah (63) Bar Kappora says: “Which 
is the one small Parsha which contains the basic 
principles of the Torah? “In all your ways know Him, 
and He shall direct your paths (Proverbs 3:7). ” The 
concept of “know Him” is not limited to times that 
one is studying Torah and engaged in Mitzvos. Even 
when one is going pti (i.e. 'pN fn - earning a 
livelihood), this too is part of the journey of Torah, 
for, as we know, min pN nop y>N on - Menachem 
Tzion 

Parshas Shkolim - oPpvsj n\*na 

vfpr i Ppvp Ppvn Jinmo oppsp Pp iaip Pp nt 
P”z Jiimy ('rib mom Ppvn nmo bpWrna opiy}? 

This they shall give, every one who passes among 
those who are counted, half a shekel according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary; a shekel is twenty Gerahs; a 
half shekel shall be the offering of the Hashem. 
{Shemos 30:13} 

A reason that a half shekel and not a complete shekel 
is given [when the Jewish people are counted in P '3 
[NPn may be because man is a combination of matter 
- body and soul. It is possible to count only the 
material half of man, his body, but it is impossible to 
count the spirit of a man. For there may be a man who 
is gifted with an elevated spirit, with a lofty soul, until 
he is equal to thousands of myriads of men. A census 
can show the quantitative number of bodies, but it is 
impossible to set a qualitative number of souls. 
Therefore, a half shekel was given [for counting] 
rather than a full shekel. - Menachem Tzion 



N'wn o^pvy - nips >s T'tn 

He who always walks on the straight path of 
righteousness feels no special pleasure in it. He does 
not know there is a crooked path. But he who has at 
first walked on the crooked path and later finds the 
direct path rejoices greatly in his discovery. Likewise, 
a repentant appreciates righteousness more than a 
saint who has never transgressed. - Rav Dov Ber of 
Mezritch 

The Rebbitzen of Reb Volf of Zibarish had a quarrel 
with her maidservant. She accused the maid of having 
broken a dish and wanted her to pay for it. The maid 
denied having done what she was accused of. The 
quarrel became more and more heated until, finally, 
the Rabbi’s wife decided to refer the matter to the 
rabbinical court of the city for arbitration. When 
Rabbi Wolf saw her putting on her coat to go to the 
court, he too began to get dressed. When his 
Rebbitzen asked him why, he told her that he 
intended to accompany her. She objected, saying that 
she knew very well what to say to the court. “You 
know it very well,” the Rabbi replied, “but the poor 
orphan, your maid, on whose behalf I am coming, 
does not know it, and who else will defend her 
cause?” - Sipurei Chasidim 
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And Hashem called to Moshe Rabbeinu, and spoke to him 
from the Tent of Meeting, saying: {Shemos 1:1} 

The small N [in the word tap’!] hints that the most 
desirable ‘sacrifice’ which a Jew should offer on the 
Mizbei'ach [altar] of Hashem [G-d] is the education of the 
small children on the “knees of the Torah”. No sacrifice is too 
great, and no price is too high to pay, for educating of our 
children. - Menachem Tzion 

In a number of instances in the Sefer [Volume] of Vayikra 
[Leviticus], the Torah makes a distinction between the 
sacrifice brought by a poor person and the sacrifice brought 
by a wealthy person, even though both are brought to atone 
for the same sin. The Talmud asks: “What if a rich man 
brings the same sacrifice as is required of the poor man. Has 
he fulfilled his obligations?” The answer is that he has not, 
and, according to one view, it is considered as though he is 
mtyb pbin N’30 - bringing an unconsecrated offering to the 
Beis Hamikdosh [Temple] and thereby profaning the name 
of Hashem. In every instance of fulfilling a Mitzvah, he who 
can do much, but does little, profanes the name of Hashem. - 
Imrei Noam 

mnaa: 'nb mn>? nn n\t)N 

...of a sweet savor to Hashem. {Parshas Vayikra} 

By the Korbonos it often says, "Rei'ach Nicho'ach 
LaHashem; A sweet fragrance to Hashem." What smells so 
good to Hashem? Is it the burning meat? Not likely. If it is a 
Moshel (parable), what is it a Moshel to? The Chidushei 
Harim says that the smell of something always tells you that 
it is there or is coming but is not quite there just yet. You still 
can not see it, but its fragrance tells you that very soon you 
will see it. The Korbon is a turning point in a person's ways. 
He has accepted upon himself to do Teshuva and wants 
genuine change. When we bring a Korbon, Hashem smells 
the bright future. A future devoid of Chait (sin), and full of 
sweet smelling Mitzvos. The person has not yet left the Bais 
HaMikdash and gone back to real life where he will once 
again be tested, but Hashem can already smell the 
forthcoming change in the air. 

nmp naiiprt ixn rmx rmsia ijwoo jin vvrn 

vvcs n"£i ni] 7 >i oviirri oipi? 

And he shall remove its crop with its feathers, and cast it 
beside the altar on the east part, by the place of the ashes. 
Because the bird nourished on stolen food. -Rashi 
This commandment concerning the offering of fowl, the poor 
person’s sacrifice, teaches us that even poverty does not 
constitute a dispensation to steal from others. - Alshich 


N”yvyn N“ip>i T'on 

uriJtti - nan :ov o>\yb\y nvob o*np nva juabna ]>bNi\y 
oan't? n'riN .nt7a yp'y nb o>on Jiupb 

The Rabbi of Liska said: Once the Rebbe, Reb Mordechai of 
Nadvorna, spent Shabbos in a certain city. Subsequently, 
someone from there visited me for Shabbos. The Rebbe of 
Nadvorna instructed him to greet me in his name, and to tell me 
a Divar Torah in his name, which is: The author of the 
Shulchan Aruch wrote in the section about the laws of Passover 
(429): “We ask about and expound the laws of Passover 30 days 
before Passover”. The Ram”a [Rabbi Moshe Isserles, who lived 
at the same time of the author of the Shulchan Amch, and wrote 
glosses to it, adding Ashkenazic practices to the Sephardic 
practices codified in the Shulchan Aruch] wrote about this: “And 
the custom is to buy wheat and distribute it to the poor for the 
needs of Passover [to bake Matzos]”. The question about this 
ruling is the following: What connection is there between the 
two matters? The Ram”a’s comments are generally relevant to 
the matter under discussion. What connection is being made 
here? We can suggest that the Ram”a’s intention was: Whether 
or not one expounds and studies the laws of Passover in depth, 
[while we surely observe them all scrupulously] the essential 
matter is that you buy wheat and distribute it to the poor! - 
Sipurei Chassidim 

By the way it is brought from Tzaddikim that to be able to 
observe, [and not have questions] on all the Halochos (laws) 
of Pesach (Passover), is by studying them, so the time to start 
is now! _ 
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a"a i"£> Kip»i 

Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the Torah of 
the burnt offering; It is the burnt offering, because of the 
burning upon the altar all night to the morning, and the 
fire of the altar shall be burning in it. {Shemos 6:2} 

The letter a in the word mpP (“its firewood”) is small, 
to indicate that the fiery zeal of a Jew for his faith must not 
be put on exhibit for all to see, but should be kept deep 
within the heart, away from the public eye. - Reb 
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk 

This was the way of Kotzk. In Karlin where Davening out 
loud and with exposed fever is customary; The Beis 
Aharon of Karlin once said "we don’t instruct the 
Yungerleit [young men] to shout; they start Hodu and it 
screams from itself"! 

ihn nitoan oi>a 'rib ia>*ip> *iv)k viai yiriK in? fit 
nrnittW hpaa nrnimtt nni» Jibt7 naKn nviyy 

»">a V'a : a*u)a 

This is the offering of Aaron and of his sons, which they 
shall offer to the Lord in the day when he is anointed; the 
tenth part of an Eiphah of fine flour for an everlasting 
meal offering, half of it in the morning, and half of it at 
night. {Shemos 6:13} 

An ordinary Cohen [priest] was required to bring a meal¬ 
offering only on the day of his induction into performing 
the Temple service. The Cohen Godol [High Priest], 
however, had to bring one each day. For the Cohen Godol, 
who was considered to be on a higher spiritual level, every 
day had to represent a new beginning - a renewal of zeal 
for the task he must accomplish. Thus, every day was a 
new “dedication”, similar to the one that ordinary Cohen 
experienced only his first day in staff. - Mayonei Shel 
Torah 

iitti? n>i> Kb b?K> lia*ip ol>a i>»bv) min nil liyai 

V'Oa P'a K*1J7>1 rlpa 

And the meat of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for 
thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day that it is offered; 
he shall not leave any of it until the morning. {Shemos 7:15} 
Why may a Korbon Todoh (thanksgiving-offering) be 
eaten only on the day it is brought? A Korbon Todah is an 
expression of thanks for an event which assumes the 
importance of a miracle. Daily, there are miracles that 
occur for every person, as we mention in our prayers: 
“And for your miracles which accompany us every day”. 
Therefore, we must be alert every day to thank G-d for His 
help and not consider it sufficient that we gave thanks 
yesterday, since every day brings new opportunities. - 
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And it came to pass in the days of Achashveirosh; this is 
Achashveirosh who reigned, from Hodu to Kush, over one 
hundred and twenty seven provinces ;{ Esther 1:1} 
"Vayehi Bimei Achashveirosh Hu Achashveirosh". The 
Gemorah in Megiloh (11a) tells us that the Posuk repeats 
Hu Achashveirosh to teach us that Achashveirosh was a 
Rosha [evil man] from beginning to the end. Why does 
the Megiloh need to teach us this right in the beginning? 
Rav Chaim Kanievsky answers that we all know that 
Achashveirosh was a Rosha and hated the Jews. However 
if we look at the end of the Megiloh we see that after 
Esther revealed her nationality, the wicked Homon was 
killed, Achashveirosh and Esther remained married, and 
her uncle Mordechai, who was the leader of the Yehudim, 
rose to great prominence and power within the King's 
court. We might be under the impression that 
Achashveirosh finally came around to appreciate, or to at 
least stop hating Am Yisroel. The Posuk tells us that the 
circumstances may have changed but the anti-Semite in 
him never did, even to his last day. 
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N"yon - ma - ’r>ovy '3 T't?i 


jiNonri Ji\yj>» *n>i oaaa>i Gyp bN n> jin yiriN Nit»i 
a"aa o"a N*ip’i:o’>?b\ytii nbyni 

And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and 
blessed them, and came down from offering the sin 
offering, and the burnt offering, and peace offerings. . 
{Shemos 9:22} 

From here we see that the Priestly Blessing must be 
accompanied by lifting of the hands. (Talmud, Sotah 38). 
Blessings and good wishes alone, without lifting the hands 
to attain them and concretize them are like a soul 
without a body. The Cohanim {priests}, as teachers of 
the people, must combine action with words. In Tehillim 
{Psalms} (119) it is written: “I will lift up my hands to 
Your commandments that I love, and I will speak about 
Your statutes”. This indicates that, before we fulfill “And 
I will speak about your statutes”, using our lips to speak 
about the statutes of the Torah, we should first use our 
hands for Your commandments that we love. We should 
first do actual deeds before merely speaking. Thus it is 
written (Lamentations 3) “Let us lift our hearts with our 
hands to Hashem {G-d} in Heaven”, meaning: let us 
transform the good thoughts in our hearts into actual 
deeds; let us not be satisfied with cardiac Judaism [“I am 
a good Jew at heart”]. - Menachem Tzion 

ba>? ibaNn ion n>nn jin? TGNb bm\y> pa bN m? 

i"o n">£) mp>i :^jNfi by flttfiafi 
Speak to the people of Israel, saying; These are the 
creatures which you shall eat among all the animals that 
are on the earth. . {Shemos 11:2} 

Of what concern is it to the Holy One, Blessed be He, if 
one chooses to ritually slaughter an animal and then eat 
it, or stab it and then eat it? Of what concern is it to Him 
whether one chooses to eat of “permitted” or 
“forbidden” animals? This can only be explained by 
saying that the Mitzvos have been given only to refine 
and purify humanity through them. - Medrash Tanchumah 
{Shemini 8} 

n>nri pai JibaNJti n>nri pai Trion j>ai ngoa pa bnartb 

t"G£> N">£) N*lp>1 :b3NTl Nb 

To differentiate between the unclean and the clean, and 
between the creature that may be eaten and the 
creature that may not be eaten. . {Shemos 11:47} 

With this verse, the Torah portion of Shemini ends and is 
followed by the Torah portion of Tazria, which deals with 
the plagues that come about because of gossip. This 
comes to hint to us that just as we are to be careful not 
to take something into our mouths which is forbidden, so 
to we must be careful not to communicate something out 
of our mouths which is forbidden. In the Haftoroh of 
Shemini (Samuel II: 6:7) {when the Parsha falls out by 
itself} it is stated: “And Uzzoh reached out to the ark of 
Hashem {The Lord} and took hold of it, for the oxen had 
stumbled. And Hashem was very angry at Uzzoh and 
struck him [dead] because of the error he did, and he 
died there by the ark of Hashem”. The sin of Uzzoh was 


that he stretched forth his hand towards the ark of 
Hashem to make the ark compatible with the cattle - 
[on the same level] but not to take the cattle to raise 
them to the same level as the ark. It is our responsibility 
to make the conditions of our life compatible with the 
Torah, but not to stretch our hands against the Torah of 
Hashem so as to make it compatible with the conditions 
of life that are ever changing. - Menachem Tzion 

\y*nnn onpjivy nip p*ra ronn aa ngp >aa o\ya >ib >aa 
man nai\yj >j\yai p\y»n opm ]t7>ja *mNa\y mob 
nittbJi :'iai ba b\y piano N>n\y Jioaip mo nobi 

:na nb- >«b\yia> 

R' Levi said in the name of R' Chomoh Bar Chaninah it would 
have been correct to read Parshas Hachodesh before Parshas 
Poroh, since on the first of Nisson The Mishkon {Tabernacle} 
was erected, and on the second of Nisson the Poroh {Heifer} 
was burnt, if so why is the order reversed ? Since it is the 
purification of Klall Yisroel! - Talmud Yirushalmi, Megilah 25: 

toni onnuj\y ooao poNfib pasoy a«N mo '£> Jiaoa 
t"ma tmnoj p vaa - ooo noon Jiaapnb ooo man 
Jivmpbi nt»an jrnnb uimo >ab N"iNa ma 'a JiN’apa 
pnN Ji>a :nvmpa ijw>na >ab N"iNa 

On Shabbos Parshas Poroh The Beis Aharon of Karlin said 
"That one must believe that just as we would become 
pure with the ash of the Poroh Adumah totally, to be 
pure for the offering of the Korbon Pesach, so to are we 
purified with the reading of Parshas Poroh, each and 
every person according to their stage, to the light of 
Pesach, and the holiness of each and every one according 
to their elevation in holiness". 


Nonp Nbib’na noi> - pm* n>m obiy nap 
TTN N"3 - jNOQ’b atV’bN T’3 pOWbO *jbn>bN ’1 HID 

mnyipt - mnpn 

8:30pm >nm >vy\y b’b miana »pn o”nn iin amp 
- b’tm p <joi’ app paN’i o”iaon omnan may bbannb ni 
mn Non ba’n p ini bNV 

my yivyao n nn cpib) nNb mo >nipt nob 
bNno”ii a>ya jvyn mnna anna - man ttn ma ymbi 
mason i«mN .ova mauoon bins tarn mpi 
my iivro apy’ n na (pNbbNa) bm npaa ’nipt nob 
mason t’”on a ttn no ymbs 
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V'o 3">a Nip>i tlJiViy Tiya »3>ov)rt el>ai 

And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be 
circumcised. [Vayikrah 12:3} 

Several Tefillos {prayers}, each beginning with the word 
pmn, “The Compassionate One”, are recited at the end 
of the Benching {Grace after Meals}. At the Seudas 
Mitzvah following a circumcision, additional stanzas are 
added in honor of the parents of the infant, the Sandik, 
the Mohel, and the infant himself. Among these, we find 
the following request: May the Compassionate One bless 
the father and the mother of the child; may they merit to 
raise him (fn:^), to educate him (mnb), and to make him 
wise (ininVi). The sequence of these requests seems out 
of order, for education begins in infancy. The more 
appropriate order would seem to be to pray for the 
parents to merit to “educate, raise and make their son 
wise by teaching him Torah.” Why, then, is the order 
presented differently? The explanation is that caring for 
and instructing a small child is relatively easy. The 
difficulty begins when a child becomes older. The 
meaning of this blessing is that the parents should 
continue to succeed in teaching their son proper 
behavior, as well as his obligations to both God and man, 
even when he grows older, for, at that point, educating a 
child is a far more complicated task. - Rav Y. L. Diskin 

flNhtti yfi 7011 lyitn iwari Ti*>a jmjii jin Kiari fiNii 
Ntpui {ri'an ifiNii Nifi nviV jmj iiiya ilvn pm 

>"£) >"’£J N1J7>1 : 1J1N 

And the priest shall look on the disease in the skin of the 
flesh; and if the hair in the plague has turned white, and 
the disease looks deeper than the skin of his flesh, it is a 
disease of leprosy; and the priest shall look on him, and 
pronounce him unclean. . [Vayikrah 13:3} 

If a person sins in his youth, there is hope that in his 
older years he will repent; but “if the hair in his 
affliction has turned white” - if he continues to sin year 
after year, even after his hair has turned white, “he is 
impure” and there is no hope for him. - Tiferes Yonoson 

'131 ,>Jl 1 V)*ia N3>N7 NV>)?01 N1>)?D 

“All the leaven which I have in my possession, etc...” 
{Bedikas Chometz} 

According to the Sages, yan, “leaven”, denotes sin. All 
the leaven and bread existing in the world is ’rmmn/’in 
my possession”; i.e. I am responsible for it. 

The Sages say: “He who does one good deed causes the 
entire world to be judged on the scale of merit; he who 
commits one sin causes the entire world to be judged on 
the scale of sin.” This would mean that one bears part of 
the guilt if there is any evil left in the world, for by his 
actions he can cause the entire world to be judged on the 
scale of merit, and then there would be no leaven left in 
the world. - Reb Boruch of Mezhibozh 


When Rabbi Baruch had burned the leaven on the Erev 
Pesach and scattered the ashes, he said the words 
prescribed for this ceremony and expounded them: “‘Any 
kind of leaven which remains in my possession’ -- all that 
seethes; ‘which I have or have not seen’ -- even though I 
believe I have looked into myself thoroughly, I have 
probably not looked thoroughly at all; ‘which I have 
burned or not burned’ -- the Evil Inclination within me 
tries to convince me that I have burned everything, but 
not until now do I see that I have not burned it, and so I 
beg of you, Hashem, ‘it shall be null and accounted as 
the dust of the earth’" 

Why is there no blessing recited before the recitation of 
the Haggadah, e.g. nx’x 1 by iso 1 ? tmn vrmtaa i:nznp *ik>x 
n’tsajust as there is before the eating of nia and nxn? 

We can suggest that even if we were not strictly 
obligated to do so, our inner nature would prompt us to 
tell about the Exodus and our overwhelming debt to the 
Almighty for having rescued us from servitude. It is for 
the same reason that no blessing is recited on the 
commandment of nxi ax titd. - Sfas Ernes 

This is the bread of poverty...The Rabbis say that “bread 
of poverty” (Lechem oni) has a deeper meaning; it is 
“bread over which we answer (anu onim) many things.” 
The fact that we answer so many things at the Seder 
table also reminds us that “Hashem {G-d} will answer you 
in time of trouble” (Psalms 20). For on this night, the 
Redemption stirs toward awakening, and God answers our 
prayers; whatever requests we make of Him this night 
will be fulfilled. We can understand this part of the 
Haggadah the same way: not only is this “the bread of 
poverty,” but also “this is the bread of answering”; this 
night, by eating the matzos, we become worthy of having 
God answer all our requests. And so, “anyone who is 
hungry” - anyone hungry for Heavenly abundance, 
“come” - let him come and seize the opportunity this 
night offers, “and eat” - let him draw Heavenly 
abundance down on himself. - Sar Sholom 

There is no sickness more dangerous than loss of hope. - 
Reb Yisroel Salanter 

8:30pm ’\y\y b’b muni 'pn o»nn tin unU 
mn kou bma p ixt bxr - Vru p r | 0 T ipsr psira mmn o’-nnan nay bbsnnb to 
my yivyovy n m Cpib) nxb mw ’nipt i”yb 
bNnu”ii myi pnn mnui amio - V’tnn ttn rvo yubi 
rniinn - i”mN .nyo miooou bin om rupi 

iWNtm nbrnw - o’p’-r* nu yon ”>y niNb xm’ 

714 Park Ave Lakewood NJ 08701-2025 
Fax: 1-732-730-1588 Tel: 1-732-901-6225 
chizuk@yeshivanet.com minn ’bin ronnn mvni 
Jimb in J»yb ,w"i 2 ib ,nutb ivbi wnpnb pi ,b'in pn vnpn iwba in ,ynb>n bipb 
odt>t> - b”inb iwpnnb myp obiya nioipo <ibN yiiNo unn ’"inx - mm jin 
P’miNi bs-nn >bnai 

Contact us for dedications, in honor of a Simcha, Yohrtzeit, or Zechus 
etc., Loshon Hakodesh or English versions, received by thousands 
worldwide. Send in yours and your friend's numbers to receive ASAP. 
Ah Guttin Shabbos - Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig 













Divrei Torah, Ba ' er Heitev .pinm min mi .iwb omra ->''\y-i£j no*>n *no 

Vol. 5 No. 22 Parshas Tiharah {Mitzoroh} 5771 n"j>wji { jnistt } mnw 'o t"t»a 


1>n Nairn inino ova jnsari jnui n>riJi jin; 

a"a T'>b N*ip>i 

This shall be the law of the metzoroh [leper] on 
the day of his purification; He shall be brought to 
the Cohen [priest], [Vayikra 14:2] 

The Torah studies in which the leper engages will 
be accepted only on the day of his cleansing. Only if 
the leper will repent and cleanse him from his sin 
can his Torah study be accepted and credited to him 
as a good deed. If he does not repent, though, his 
Torah study is to no avail. - Koimetz Haminchah 

'n >?a> ojvni *iriu>3ri w>Nn jin irian *r 

N">a *T">a N*ip»i iTMa^N nria 
The Cohen who purifies shall place the person 
being purified along with them before Hashem at 
the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. [Vayikra 14:11] 
In Possuk [Verses] 7 and 11, the text uses the 
reflexive, rather than the passive inflection to refer 
to the leper’s process of purification. In both 
instances, the leper is referred to as “he who is to 
cleanse himself” and not as “he who is to be 
cleansed.” This indicates that the leper must do his 
share to become pure. He must seek to attain purity 
by way of repentance and appropriate conduct. - 
Meshech Chochmoh 


nauii!? own *mN Wa? hpbi jpwb vr> ]>ni nipi bY oni 
:] ow ybi fimob yaWa biba tnN ji>w jiawyi i>by as?!? 

N"3£) T'»£) N*lp>1 

And if he be poor, and his means are not sufficient, 
then he shall take one lamb as a guilt offering to be 
waved, to make an atonement for him, and one 
tenth eiphah of fine flour mixed with oil for a meal 
offering, and a log of oil . [Vayikra 14:21] 

What can we learn from the fact that rich and poor 
Metzoraim, lepers, must bring different Korbonos? 
There are people who think that, because they 
learn Torah and pray regularly, even if they do not 
fulfill every detail of the Torah properly they are 
doing better than others who observe even less than 
they do. What they forget is that, in terms of their 
Jewish education, they are considered “wealthy”, 
whereas the others are comparatively “poor” in 
their Torah knowledge. A poor person, who cannot 
afford much, can get by with a poor person’s 
offering, but a rich person who tries to bring a poor 
person’s sacrifice has not fulfilled his obligation at 
all. Furthermore, it is considered that he is win 
rrwyb y>bin, bringing unfit to The Azoroh {The Holy 
Sanctuary}. - Chofeitz Chaim 


naiJJi!? own *mN Waa npbi jpw» Vt> Vni nia b? oni 
:] ow >bi ]«wa biba inN ji>o Viwyi i>by *iaa> 

N"*>a t">a Ni|7»i 

And if he be poor, and his means are not sufficient, 
then he shall take one lamb as a guilt offering to be 
waved, to make an atonement for him, and one 
tenth eiphah of fine flour mixed with oil for a meal 
offering, and a log of oil. [Vayikra 14:21] 

Why is a sacrifice of lesser value effective for a 
poor person, just because he does not have the 
means to afford the full price of a sin-offering? 
One might perhaps explain that the poor person 
achieves atonement with a sacrifice of lesser value 
than the rich person’s because, as our sages say: 
“Poverty is an altar of sacrifice” [because of the 
suffering which it entails]. Therefore, the poor 
person has, in addition to the sacrifice he brought 
as a leper, his own constant sacrifice of poverty. - 
Ticheiles Mordechai 


noa bw rmn - .tiitiajJb oipjan nwayi 
And now The All-Encompassing - Hashem has 
brought us to His service. 

Why does the Haggadah say “now”? Hadn’t Hashem 
brought us to His service long ago? The answer is 
that any time that a Jew decides to discontinue 
serving his Yetzer horah - Evil Inclination and to give 
himself over to serving Hashem, at that moment he 
receives Heavenly help and is gathered into his 
Creator’s service. Therefore a person can truthfully 
say to himself every time he is stirred “Now Hashem 
has brought us to His service.” - Beis Avrohom. 


The reason we eat bitter herbs at the Seder is that 
the very bitterness experienced by the Klal Yisroel 
was the beginning of the redemption - had they not 
sensed the bitter taste of the exile, they would not 
have wanted to be redeemed.” - Chidushei Harim 


8:30pm mm >\y\y 'rb munn 'pn o^nn iw ncP 

mn KD’i "ith p axt '?xr - Vr 1 -) p 'pr npsr psira EP’mti’n omnan nay PPsnn 1 ? xi 


iWNOP nW-pw - o^pm ira yon >»v iiNb nhv 
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i>b? riTiiijn >nri *i>?it>f) v)nT b? n> >jiv> jin vi?in 
iriVi tjJiNun b?b orpyvio b? jini bNi\y> >ja jiji? ba jin 
N ip>t :fnat»?i >ji? \?>n *r>a nbitn i>?\yri v)nT b? ojin 

n" 3£> r'oa 

And Aaron shall lay both of his hands upon the head of the 
live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the 
people of Klall Yisroel (Children of Israel}, and all their 
transgressions among all their sins, putting them upon the 
head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of 
an appointed man into the wilderness. (Vayikra 16:21} 

“On the head of the "pyvy” refers to Esau, as it says in 
Genesis, "“i>y\y \y>N >nN w ID", “Behold my brother Esau 
is a T>y\y” The actual meaning of the word in that context 
is ‘hairy’, but here it is used as a play on words, to indicate 
that truly Esau should be held responsible for the sins of 
Klall Yisroel. It is only due to the terrible persecutions 
which we have undergone by him, and his descendants’ 
hands throughout the long and bitter exile that we have 
been led into sin. - Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev 

>ipb oa>JiNun baa oaiiN in\?b oa>b? iaa> ntn tn>a >a 

b"o r'oa Nip>i ointpji 'n 

For on that day shall the Cohen {priest} make an 
atonement for you, to cleanse you, that you may be clean 
from all your sins, before Has hem. j Vayikra 16:18} 

The word n£)b can also be translated as “prior to”. Before 
one comes to ask forgiveness and absolution from the 
Holy One, Blessed be He, one must purify himself with 
perfect repentance... - Kli Yokor 


jfbati nnrp? oaiiN >JiNinrn 'o >in bNi\y> >iab ion pb 
riooi ?nta opJiN >JibN?i oma?o odjin >Jib27ii o>i?o 

T V'o V'b mo\y : o>bT?i o>oa\pai 

Therefore say to the people of Israel, I am the Lord, and I 
will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and I will rid you from their slavery, and I will 
redeem you with a outstretched arm, and with great 
judgments. {Shemos 6:6} 

The word “sivlos” [burdens] comes from the expression 
“savlanus” [patience]. The idea is that being patient with 
the idea of being in Exile is a root which becomes 
poisonous. It is the source of all troubles and suffering 
which Klall Yisroel experiences bodily and spiritually. 
Opposed to this, total leaving and total rejection of having 
patience [with the Exile] is the source of salvation and 
redemption. As long as the Children of Israel related to the 
Exile with patience, they did not have a chance to be saved 
and redeemed. Hashem promised the Children of Israel: 
“And I will take you out from under the burdens of Egypt” 
- you will no longer have patience with, nor accept, the 
bitter fate of the life of Exile. Then, I can fulfill: “And I 
will save you from their hard labor”. At first, the promise 
comes concerning taking the Exile out of the Jews, only 
afterwards the promise comes concerning taking the Jews 
out of the Exile. - Menachem Tzion 

1>T>J1? 1X»>JT lbN5U 1X»>JT (N> tV'1) b'TI 11»N\y NSttJlI... 
o»nn iin / bNi\y> Jiaiob o»it7» \y*nnn >3 ,bN>>b 

3 "£> 3 ">£) Jl 1 tt\y 


'«i >jn tjfp Jpbb iDpvbJi >Ji>n jini iiy?Ji jin 

T'£> n">£) N1p>1 : Op>l7bN 

You shall do my judgments, and keep my ordinances, to 
follow them; I am Hashem your Lord. (Vayikral8:4j 
It is not enough for one merely to study Torah and observe 
the Mitzvos in a mechanical manner, which is habitual and 
routine. We are commanded to renew our enthusiasm and 
rekindle our efforts daily. The verse describes our 
involvement in terms of a commitment to “walk, robb, 
with the Torah”. The word DDbb implies movement. We 
must always be moving and growing, always striving to 
elevate ourselves to a higher level. - Chasam Sofer 


>ni otnt ojin ivjn >\?3V»? jini >jfpn jin ejnavA 

T"3 n">0 N1p>113t7 :'h >J>f OT3 

You shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments; 
which if a man does, he shall live in them; I am Hashem. 
(Vayikra 18:5} 

Perhaps this verse contains a hint that we should observe 
not only laws that are clearly prescribed by the Torah, but 
also DiND omN n\W> 1\yN, which people - the Sages of 
each generation - may establish.- Marsham 


The first mention of the name Nisan is in Megilas Esther 
when Homon draws lots to decide which day of the year 
he will kill the Yehudim. This event, says the Megila, 
took place in the month of Nisson. The Bnei Yisoschor 
says the name Nisan is for “Nissim” miracles. It is a 
month of open miracles where Hashem turned the natural 
world on its head to rescue His beloved nation. The Torah 
tells us this special time was planned from the creation of 
the world and will always be a time of miracles and 
redemption for Klall Yisroel for all generations. “Leil 
Shimurim Hu LaHashem... Shimurim Lichol Bnei Yisroel 
Lidorosom”. The word Nes is made of the letters “Nun” 
and “Samach”. The Gemoroh tells us (Brachos 4b) that 
although in “Ashrei” each Posuk starts with the next 
consecutive letter of the Aleph Bais, the Posuk beginning 
with Nun is omitted. This is because a Posuk with “Nun” 
speaks of the downfall of Klal Yisroel. “Nofloh Lo Sosif 
Kum Besulas Yisroel”. Even though Dovid left out the 
Nun he still lifted it up again with Ruach HaKodesh, as the 
Posuk after the missing Nun starts with the letter Samach 
and says, “Someich Hashem Lichol Hanoflim”; Hashem 
supports all those who have fallen. This, says the Bnei 










Yisoschor, is the significance of the word and month 
“Nisson”. It is the month that Hashem lifts up his 
downtrodden nation, both in the time Gollus Mitzrayim 
and also in the day of Moshiach Sheyovo Bimheira 
Biyomeinu. - Bnei Yisoschor 


)nih >ja fifori fi3\yb ...n>3)) na 

Why did the Haggadah begin with an Aramaic expression 
and conclude with a Hebrew one: “Next year we shall be 
free men”...? Perhaps we could say that the reason the 
expression was doubled and two languages were used was, 
so that you would not say: “What is the use of this 
teaching of freedom that we make tonight, are we not still 
in the Exile, so what good is it? The Haggadah tells us 
concerning this, that this is not considered a true exile, for 
even if we live here today, in a land not our own—next 
year we may be able to be in Eretz Yisroel - The Land of 
Israel, as we desire with no one to stop us. Even if, God 
forbid, the time for redemption has not come yet, 
nevertheless, The Land of Israel is before us, to come to 
live in it at any time. This is not comparable to the Exile of 
Egypt, when we were in bondage unable to leave, like 
captives placed in a dungeon. - Rav Yaakov Emdin 


This is the bread of poverty...The Rabbis say that “bread 
of poverty” (lechem oni) has a deeper meaning; it is “bread 
over which we answer (anu onim) many things.” The fact 
that we answer so many things at the Seder table also 
reminds us that “Hashem will answer you in time of 
trouble” (Psalms 20). For on this night, the Redemption 
stirs toward awakening, and Hashem answers our prayers; 
whatever requests we make of Him this night will be 
fulfilled. We can understand this part of the Haggadah the 
same way: not only is this “the bread of poverty,” but also 
“this is the bread of answering”; this night, by eating the 
matzos, we become worthy of having Hashem answer all 
our requests. And so, “anyone who is hungry” - anyone 
hungry for Heavenly abundance, “come” - let him come 
and seize the opportunity this night offers, “and eat” - let 
him draw Heavenly abundance down on himself. - Sar 
Sholom, Yeinah shel Torah 


nt7£> rmn :'p>j *j>3iji 3 n^iyri im? 

I made you as populous as the plants of the field 
lHaggadah Shel Pesachj 

“Like the growth of the field”: Just as the growth of the 
field grows more when it is cut more frequently, so too 
Klall Yisroel would be more fruitful and multiply more as 
the Egyptians afflicted them more. - Ritvoh 


The Hagodoh tells the story of the great Tannaim who had 
a Seder that went so long that the Talmidim needed to stop 
them for Kriyas Shema in the morning. The Hagodoh tells 
us that this took place in Bnei Brak. Why was this detail so 
important? The Steipler Gaon answers that there is a 
Machlokes between Rebbi Akiva and Rebbi Elozor Ben 
Azaryoh whether the Mitzva of Achilas Korbon Pesach is 
until dawn in the morning or only until midnight. 


Rebbi Elozar Ben Azaryah held it was only until midnight. 
If so then he also held that the Mitzva of eating Matzoh 
and Sipur Yetzias Mitzrayim is also only until Chatzos. 
Being that was the case why did he participate in the Seder 
past the time that it was a Mitzva? The Baal Hagodoh tells 
us that they were in Bnei Brak and Rebbi Akiva was the 
Rov there and Rebbi Elozor accepted his Psak during his 
stay there. - Steipler Goan 

Rebbi Elozor Ben Azaryah was offered the position of 
Nosi but was only 18 years old. He went home that night 
and by the next morning his beard had turned white. Rav 
Shimshon Pincus asks what is the significance of black or 
white hair. Why do young people have black hair and old 
people have white hair? He explains that white and black 
are the only colors that are not colors in their own 
right. Within the color black is every other color. If a 
child uses every color crayon to scribble the end result is 
black. White is the opposite. It is pure and without any 
color whatsoever. A young person who learns and does 
good deeds, it is entirely possible that he is doing it for a 
multitude of reasons. Maybe he wants Olam Haboh, or 
maybe honor in this world. Maybe he has aspirations to 
become a Rosh Yeshiva or maybe it will help him get a 
job. He is represented by the color black. His actions are 
a result of a mixture of ulterior motives. However an old 
man who sits and learns has none of the above 
notions. On Olam Haboh he (has given up) [may have 
given up, Chas ViSholom - editor]. To impress the 
Mechutanim? They are already dead. A Rosh Yeshiva he 
won’t be [might not be - editor]. He doesn't even need to 
earn a living anymore. Why does he learn 
Torah? Because a Jew needs to learn Torah. His Torah is 
pure and white. That is the meaning of the term 
"Alter". This title is given to describe the purity of the 
Godol's actions. Rebbi Eliezer ben Azaryah turned white 
at the "ripe" young age of 18. He may have been young, 
and he may have had the most glamorous position around, 
but he and his beard were both white. - Rav Shimshon 
Pincus 
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>3 o>v)*rt7 oribN jn»N) bfo\y> >33 mj> bs bN *137 

a"o o">o N*ip>3: 03>pbN 'n >3>? vbnp 

Speak to the entire congregation of the Children of Israel, 
and say to them, you shall be holy; for holy am I, Hashem 
your G-d. {Vayikra 19:2} 

miJi >£m 33*i\y >3£»3 ,bnpn3 n nvsna mmovy *r>3b>3 

>"vn - .na |>>3bJi 

This section was proclaimed in full assembly. -Rashi 
Rashi points out that we can be worthy of attaining such 
holiness only if we merge our own personalities into the 
larger community and identify completely with Klall 
Yisroel. Only “in full assembly” can we be holy. - Sefas 
Ernes 

>a 3>rm o>v)‘T p oribN bfa\y> >33 mi? bs bN 137 

3"o v»>o : t33>pb>? 'n >3>? vmp 

Speak to the entire congregation of the Children of Israel, 
and say to them, you shall be holy; for holy am I, Hashem 
your G-d. {Vayikra 19:2} 

The word D’tTTp (“for you shall be holy”) is spelled 
without the Vov, but vmp (in “I, Hashem, your G-d, am 
holy”) is spelled with the Vov. According to the Midrash, 
this indicates that “My holiness is greater than yours.” 
Complete holiness belongs to Hashem alone. - Mayonei 
Shel Torah 

npji Nb) 7fv>pi> Jin n>3in nain “jaaba 7>nN jin N3\yn Nb 

o">£) Nap>i:N\pn i>by 

You shall not hate your brother in your heart; you shall 
reason with your neighbor, and not allow sin on his 
account. {Vayikra 19:17} 

Alternatively: “you shall surely rebuke your neighbor, and 
do not place sin upon him.” In rebuking another, do not 
treat him as a wicked person. Rather, stress his dignity, 
conveying the message that the wrong he committed was 
beneath his dignity. Only in that way will your rebuke 
have the desired effect. This, then, is the thought The 
Torah seeks to convey: “You shall surely rebuke: if you 
rebuke someone, regard him as your neighbor, as your 
friend and your equal, and do not place sin upon him - do 
not treat him like a sinner, lest he turn aside from you 
entirely, and you will have accomplished nothing.” - 
Chavos Yohir 


npji Nbi ijvpv jin n>3tn n3in 733b3 7>nN jin N3\yn Nb 

*">£3 0">£) N1p»V:N\pn i>by 

You shall not hate your brother in your heart; you shall 
rebuke with your neighbor, and not allow sin on his 
account. . {Vayikra 19:17} 

Alternatively: “you shall surely rebuke (yoursell) with 
your neighbor.” When you rebuke another person, rebuke 
yourself at the same time. Know that you, too, have a share 
in his transgression. Do not cast the entire burden of sin 


upon him. Only if you feel guilty and repent together with 
him will your rebuke persuade him to repent also. - Sefas 
Ernes 

:'p >3N 73)33 7J?7b JliriN) 7J3J> >33 JIN 733J1 Nb) t3pJl Nb 

n">£) \3">3 N7p>3 

You shall not avenge, nor bear any grudge against 
the children of your people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself; I am Hashem. { Vayikra 19:18} 

It is not easy to carry out the commandment “and thou 
shall love thy neighbor as thyself’ in the fullest sense of its 
meaning. Therefore, immediately after this command, the 
Lord declares: “1 am the Lord”, so as to say that I, the 
Lord, stand ready to help you to fulfill My commandment 
provided that you sincerely wish to keep it. - Sefas Ernes 


3"0 N7p>3 :t33>pbN 'fl >3N >3 t3>3b7p t3J)>>P3 t3JlY)7pJlP3 

t"£3 

Sanctify yourselves, and you will be holy; for 1 am 
Hashem your G-d. {Vayikra 20:7} 

Rabbi Yehudah said in the name of Rav: ‘And you shall 
sanctify yourselves’ refers to the ritual washing of the 
hands before eating (o>T> nb’U3). The words ‘and you shall 
be holy’ refer to the ritual washing of the hands at the 
conclusion of the meal (O’innN D’n). 

When a child is born, he is immediately washed and 
cleaned, and when a person leaves this world, his body is 
purified and washed with water. It is incumbent upon each 
of us to live a sanctified and pure life from the time of the 
‘first water’ until the time of ‘the last water’. - Menachem 
Tzion 
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In memory of my Great-Great-Grandfather Reb Shepsil Grablowsky ZT"L who 
gave a Shiur in The Horidetzer Shul in The Lower East Side of NYC, in which 
they completed Shas 4 times in 14 years. 
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And Hashem said to Moshe say to the 

Cohanim the sons of Aharon and say to 

them to a fdead] soul they shall not 

defile themselves in their Nation. 

Rashi explains the Possuk with its 
double saying of "Emor vi'omarta" to 
"say and it shall be said", that it is to 
warn the great members of the 
Kehunah on those below them. So to 
Seforim explain this Rashi and say that 
it also refers to a epoch and instances 
in a person's day to day life. Sometimes 
a person finds himself in an elevated 
state of spirituality, while sometimes 
the opposite. Therefore when one is in 
an elevated stage of spirituality he 
should conquer the opportunity and 
engrave in himself as an asset for the 
times of tribulations that may come his 
way. 

A story is said of The Lev Simchah, The 
Rebbe of Ger, that in his old age he was 
carrying a case of beer, when asked 
how he had the strength to do such, he 
answered that once in his youth he 
thought that one day in his elder years 
he would need strength to carry 
something heavy, so he "put away" 
strength for then! 

8:30pm >ji>u ’\y\y b’b mum ’pn D”nn tin nn’5 
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'a vo xnpn j o’P> nynw 

The Chofetz Chaim explains the 
concept of The Arbah Minim [four 
species] which is explained by Chazal 
and The Medrish on this Possuk as 
follows; in comparison to all types of 
people, some have in them a taste and 
smell, some have a taste but not a 
smell, some have a smell but no taste, 
and some have no taste, and no smell; 
These should come and forgive on these 
- Medrash. Which means that each type 
of people should fulfill what is missing 
in the other groups. But the Esrog is on 
a higher madreigah [level] than the 
other Species, it contains both a taste 
and a smell; to which a Talmud 
Chochom [Scholar] is compared to. The 
Esrog [citron] is only together with the 
other species only while performing the 
Mitzvah, and afterwards he returns to 
his place, in contrast to the other three 
other species, who stay tied and 
together all day long. To this The 
Chofetz Chaim lengthened in a lesson 
how Talmidei Chachomim and 
Rabbonim must be appreciated by their 
cities respectively. 

mwNOO nibTiy - nym nm pn '"y hn 1 ? mi' 

714 Park Ave Lakewood NJ 08701-2025 
Fax: 1-732-730-1588 Tel: 1-732-901-6225 
chizuk@yeshivanet.com minn Piia mnnai nntm 
pT \y’ipnb pi ,b’on ini \rnpn iwbn in ,ii’Tn bapb 
\yb\yn inm ’”inN - omn tin math in i”yb yitnb ,map 
Tonb -wpnnb ”o n”yp obiyn mmpn <pN 
A"imNA bm'n 'bnsi ddtt 
Contact us for dedications, in honor of a Simcha, 
Yohrtzeit, or Zechus etc., Loshon Hakodesh or English 
versions, received by thousands worldwide. Send in 
your friend's numbers to receive ASAP. 

Ah Guttin Shabbos - Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig 




















r 

Divrei Torah, Ba er Heitev oirni min nai .yiob opaoa ’"ina 


1 

nv^’D “ini 


Vol. 5 No. 25 Parshas Emor, 5771 


N"V\y*) '3 T't7l 


Nb>?i nmyipn i»iy iwi by pyi> *iv?n i>nN>3 bmri inirn 
Mb inaii y7p> Nb i\bN7 jin o> 7 ?an jin viibb n> jin 

>"£) n"32 N7p>1 : cnp> 

And he who is the Cohen Godol {High Priest} among his 
brothers, upon whose head the anointing oil was poured, 
and who is sanctified to put on the garments, shall not 
uncover his head, nor tear his clothes; {Vayikra 21:10} 

The Cohen Godol must be vnNO - of his brethren, a 
friend and a brother to every one of his people, 
sharing in their sorrows and joys, just as he would for 
a flesh-and-blood brother. - The Chozeh {Seer} of 
Lublin 

,vnNO inN bnb yni pin ,vr>NQ m’nb pns brnn }ddd 
pnN bvy innovn pipi ion innovni oyn rrm vy>rpvy 

pbnbn ’pn rmnn = poo 


7»y JIN Q1N>1?1 01-1)3 Jll^f) Jl7f1)3>3 tJ?b OJ11Q01 

v'oa v'li N7p>i ;03>>pJi jioioj) JilJiav) yi^) nanjifi 

And you shall count from the next day after the Sabbath, 
from the day that you brought the bundle of the flourish 
offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete. {Vayikra 
23:15} 

According to the Torah, Sefirah, counting of the days 
until the receiving of the Torah on Shavuos, is 
supposed to begin when the Omer offering is brought. 
Conversely, the Omer is supposed to be brought when 
we begin counting the days until the receiving of the 
Torah. This interdependence brings to mind the 
Talmudic saying: 

,minn h"y : nop y>N nun y>N on ; nun y>N nop y>N on 
mviawn in iy o->o>n N”i - nmnon b’nnnb oons 
o>Dna nop *p>noi ,noiyn nNnn pto nmnn nbipi 
.nmnn nbnp iy o>o>n nst>b pb’nnovy nyi noiyn N’mb 
on" m /'mm y>N pop y>N on" -- N’bn Nnn nh n^oi 
>Nih’o b'nno : "!nop y>N ,nmn t>n 
If there is no flour there is no Torah, yet if there is no 
Torah there is no flour! - Maharal of Prague 


opbi 77ypi VV nbin Nb oiy7N 7>yp jin oinypii 
: OD>pbN 'n >jn ojin ityji 7 ?bi pyb opbJi Nb 77>ib 

i"iaVia N7p>j 


And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not 
make clean riddance up to the corners of your field when 
you reap, nor shall you gather any gleaning of your 
harvest; you shall leave them to the poor, and to the 
stranger; 1 am the Hashem your G-d. {Vayikra 23:22} 

You are to observe Shavuos, the festival 
commemorating the Giving of the Torah, not only 
because of the statutes for which we would never 
have felt a need if they had not been set down in the 
Torah, but also in thanksgiving for the laws which 


make sense even to the human mind, such as the laws 
pertaining to compassion for the unfortunate and 
charity to the poor. Experience has shown that, 
without faith in Hashem, people are liable to become 
like wild beasts which do not have a spark of 
compassion, and therefore they are capable of 
committing the worst crimes in order to satisfy their 
selfish desires. Only if you observe the 
commandments concerning the leaving of parts of 
your harvest for the poor and the stranger are you 
permitted to proclaim the festival of Shavuos “a holy 
convocation”, to give thanks even for such readily 
understandable commandments of charity and 
compassion as these, for had the Torah not been 
given, you might never have come to observe them. - 
Meshech Chochmoh 

jin ojioyi (v'i N7p>i) i>jh :>jm>3 ah 7i N»n n>b njji 
N bm ipjyjua nyvyjii >11 ,i7yi vnnb nyvyjii oi>Ji\ya3 
>y»\yjn flJiivym biiNn bi : 7 b 7»ib ,NbN ipjyjua m\yyi 
n 77 Jiii7i :>7>\yyi >y»\yji royjua ib>Ni auiin i>by nbyo 

One who eats and drinks on the ninth day of Tishrei (the 
day before Yom Kippur) is regarded by Scripture as if he 
had afflicted his soul on both the ninth day and the tenth. 
{Berachos 8:2} 

Why should eating on the eve of the Day of 
Atonement be regarded as afflicting one’s soul? Said 
The Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk; “If, on the 
eve of Yom Kippur, one would contemplate the holy 
and fearful day about to begin, how could one 
possibly wish to eat? Indeed, observing the 
commandment to eat on the ninth day of Tishrei 
would then become a real hardship.” - Sipurei 
Chasidim 
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And Hashem spoke to Moshe on Mount Sinai, saying. 
{Vayikra 25:1} 

npon ba Nbm P’t? m bw n w>av pjy no - o’t> inn 
(n’muaoi) n’mbba now no’ovy no NbN o’oo now 
o’oo pppnpn in’nibba now ibia qN o’t?o n’pnpn 
no>o\y iPitn Nb\y pb nwno *p\y b'oi .a”na now *p 
mob min nwoi awo rnaaya noww mypap 
)hd inbi ainan Nai owo now ibia n’muaai mnibbap 
in’mbba obia on ->ooo\y n\yob aai:i\y im ba by 
n'oa Mip’i •»’&! awo niaaya iwn ntni in’pnpn 

N"D 

Parshas Behar starts by saying that on Har Sinai 
Hashem told us the Mitzva of Shmittah. Rashi 
famously asks what is the connection between the 
two. Rashi explains that just like Shmittah was given 
on Har Sinai in great detail, so too were all the 
Mitzvos in great detail. Yet the question remains, why 
was Shmittah chosen out of all the Mitzvos to teach 
us this lesson? The Ben Ish Chai answers that Har 
Sinai and Shmittah have something in common. They 
were both in a bad position but this was precisely the 
reason for their success. Har Sinai was not even a 
candidate for Kabolas HaTorah as it was way to small 
and plain. However in this merit it was chosen. 
Similarly Shmittah is a difficult year agriculturally 
but precisely because of this Hashem blesses the land 
with incredible abundance as a reward. This 
connection is not only the similarity between the two 
but a lesson for all Mitzvos. We need not fear the 
perceived loss from doing any Mitzvos, be it the extra 
cost of money or time required by the Mitzva. In 
every Mitzva it is this sacrifice that will sow the seeds 
of reward. - Ben Ish Chai 


:03>pbN 'n >jn >3 ppbNta mn>i ui>>?y jin \y»N uni Nbi 

t">£J n"33 Nlp>1 

You shall not defraud one another; but you shall fear your 
G-d; for I am Hashem your G-d. (Vayikra 25:17} 

One time a Yid came to the Alexander Rebbe. This 
Yid who was not a particularly good person and took 
Mitzvos very lightly but always showed himself to be 
a very pious Jew. The Posuk says (Behar 25:17), 
"Vi'lo Sonu Ish Es Amiso Vi'yareisah Mi'Elokechah", 
do not pain or trick your friend and be fearful of 
Hashem. Why does it say to be fearful of Hashem by 
this particular Mitzva? The Rebbe said to this person 
that Vi'yareisah Mi'Elokechah teaches us that not only 
tricking your friend momentarily or insulting him is 
ohssur {forbidden} but even when it comes to giving 
an appearance of being a Yiras Shomayim the Posuk 
says it is assur to try and trick others. - Yagdil Torah 

: 7 m> >ni aPnii a? ia Tpnnni quy vr> no 91 pnN 7101 pi 

ri"ba rvoa Nipn 

35. And if your brother has become poor, and his means 
fail with you; then you shall relieve him; though he may be 
a stranger, or a sojourner; that he may live with you. 
(Vayikra 25:35} 

Rabbi Tanchum the son of Rabbi Chiyoh did as 
follows: When his mother purchased a measure of 
meat for him in the market, she would buy two 
measures: one for him and one for the poor, thereby 
fulfilling the verse (Koheles 7:14): “G-d made one as 
well as the other”. The poor and the rich are 
interdependent - that is why Moshe Rabbeinu warns 
“If your brother becomes poor”. - Vayikrah Rabboh 
{34:5} 


:Q3>pbN 'fi UN >3 7>pbNU J1N1UIJPOJ* JIN V)>N 13111 Nbi 

>'>3 n"33 N3p>1 

You shall not defraud one another; but you shall fear your 
G-d; for I am Hashem your G-d. (Vayikra 25:17} 

If you do not deceive one another, you can be confident 
that you will observe the rest of the Mitzvos of the Torah. 
But if your business dealings are not honorable, and you 
are not upright in your interactions with others, you will 
not have the mat of fulfilling the other Mitzvos. Honesty 
is the true test of whether or not you are a Torah-observant 
Jew. - Rav Naftoli of Ropschitz 


8:30pm >rpaa bP miana 'pn D»nn aw utaP 
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If you will follow My decrees, and observe My 
commandments, and perform them ;{ Vayikrah 26:3} 

nyi tntitt p*o ojp?\yi ^ins oib\y >jijiji 

vra vpo N*ip>i :03iHNa *Vali>ri Nb 37tp V$V IP 

I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, 
and none shall make you afraid; and I will remove 
evil beasts from the land, nor shall the sword go 
through your land. { Vayikrah 26:6} 

"Vinosaty Sholom Boh'oretz Ushichavtem Vein 
Macharid; I will give peace in the land and you will 
sleep and not tremble." Is that the best reason for 
peace? The Maharal Tzintz brings the Gemoroh in 
Brachos (55) that says that Dovid Hamelech never 
had a good dream at night during his entire reign. The 
reason is that he was constantly fighting wars. Even 
though he was victorious, the mere fact that he was 
constantly engaged in warfare did not let him have a 
peaceful dream. Hashem promises us that if we keep 
the Mitzvos, we will live in an era of true peace. War 
fare will not be on anyone's mind, and we will all 
sleep peacefully. - Maharal Tzintz 


>jp*p jin <)ni pns* >jp*p jin oni aipil* >Jim jin >jp?R 
a"oa V'3£> n *1(7*1: *V3?n *i'3(n omiN 

I will remember my treaty with Yaakov, and also my 
covenant with Yitzchok, and also my covenant with 
Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the 
Land. {Vayikrah 26:42} 

This verse teaches us that the merits of the forefathers 
will be recalled. How do we know that the mothers’ 
[Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah’s] merits will also 
be recalled? 

This can be implied by the word tin, which refers to 
the mothers, as it says “there they buried Abraham 
and (nNl) Sarah his wife” (Genesis 49:31). In both 
cases, the word tin is additional. - Torah Temimah 
n9n o*rtN pm ,dn :>r\ ?pio mno*N ,jtdn n9n *b rn 
omiN tin rap no\y (Nbmo n’WNii) nmw ,mnoN 
1Nii\y tin nbon *i ,(o *npni nho) .uton rvw jini 
min - .mvyN rvwi noib n*n *rr mvy ran 101 ~mi*o 
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Every valuation shall be according to the shekel of 
the sanctuary; twenty Gerahs shall be the shekel. 
Vayikrah 27:25} 

“All your worth is measured with the Sacred Shekel” 
can be understood as follows: How many shekels did 
you give to holy purposes? How much money did you 
give to charity? Your true worth is not the money that 
you possess, because, as it is written in Avos (Chapter 
6) “When a person dies, neither silver, nor gold, nor 
precious stones and pearls accompany him to the 
grave - only the Torah that he studied and his good 
deeds.” One’s abiding value is only the shekels that 
he gave to sacred purposes, because, about all else, 
who knows what the future will bring - whether or not 
the money will remain yours. The Sages say in 
Bamidbar Rabbah (25:7): “It is for this reason that 
possessions are called 0*011 (related to the word ton, 
to enter). They enter into one person’s possessions 
and show up in another’s; and money is called o*tlt, 
because they move (Hebrew: tit) from one place and 
are given to another. Finally, money is also called 
]100, because ’’momon” - what you count is nothing; 
that is to say no nyb - for what and for when? It has 
no permanent value. - Menachem Tzion {Yortzeit 19 iyar} 
nrioob nra c>*bpo hod ,vmpn bpoi ttoj 7**10 bi 
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Hashem spoke to Moshe in the wilderness of Sinai, in the 
Ohel Mo'ed {Tent of Meeting}, on the first day of the 
second month, in the second year after they came out from 
the land of Egypt, saying, {Vayikra 1:1} 

Why ‘ ‘in the Wilderness of Sinai”? This tells us that one 
who does not make himself npnn - selfless, like the 
wilderness, is not able to acquire wisdom and Torah. - 
Bamidbor Rabboh 1:7 

,“ipsn -moD imp noiy mN\y >n bn ,NhN -mm” nob 
: ’’->vv -atm”: into q3h ,minm nnnnn tin nnph bin’ ipn 
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Hashem spoke to Moshe in the wilderness of Sinai, in the 
Ohel Mo'ed {Tent of Meeting}, on the first day of the 
second month, in the second year after they came out from 
the land of Egypt, saying, {Vayikra 1:1} 

The Sages said (Midrash Rabbah 1:7): “The Torah was 
given with three things: fire, water, and wilderness.” This 
indicates to us that the Torah is acquired in three ways: 
“Fire” — with enthusiasm and the flame of sanctity. 
“Water” — with coolness and deliberation, balanced 
judgment, and clear thought. 

“Wilderness” — foregoing luxuries and pleasures, which 
prevent one from striving for and reaching perfection. - 
Shem MiShmuel 

:tii)nn tiin>3 omit n\yih\y2":(t:N nni 727)32) h"tn n»N 
-”VK 2 " :o>277 nttnbtya n>3p3 minn ". 727)321 ,o>oai ,\yN 2 
,jp3>noai nn>7p2 -- "o>»2" .n\yvrp h\y onhi irnnhntp- 
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On Rosh Chodesh lyar, a month after the Chanukas 
HaMishkon, Hashem told Moshe to count the Bnei 
Yisrael. Joining him in the task would be the Nosi of each 
Shevet, and Hashem told Moshe the name of each Nosi. 
The Netziv asks, "Why does the Torah say that Hashem 
chose the Nesi'im on that day if these people were the 
Nesi'im who brought the Korbonos during the Chanukas 
HaMishkon? Even before that, they were the Nesi'im who 
donated the Avnei Shoham and Avnei Milu'im to the 
Mishkon." The Netziv answers that earlier on, these were 
the leaders chosen by the people in each Shevet to lead 
their Shevet. Now, by the counting of Bnei Yisrael, 
Hashem chose the people whom He felt were fit to lead 
Bnei Yisrael. Lo and behold, they were the same exact 
people. "To the credit of Bnei Yisrael," says the Netziv, 


"they didn't choose people based on their wealth and good 
leadership skills, only on their outstanding Torah and 
Yiras Shomayim." Sometimes the people do distinguish! - 
Netziv 

The name of the Nosi of Shevet Yissochor was Nisanel 
ben Tzuar. The Chesed L' Avrohom (Iturei Torah) explains 
the meaning of this name. Yisoschor was the Shevet of 
Lomdei Torah and provided the Talmidei Chachomim for 
the Sanhedrin. How did they reach such heights? The 
Gemoroh (Eruvin 54) tells us the Posuk Umimidbar 
Matonoh teaches us that Torah is a Matonoh, a gift from 
Hashem. Whoever considers himself like the Midbor, dust 
of the desert floor that is stepped on by all and does not 
complain becomes the recipient of Hashem's precious gift, 
the Torah. Tzuar is like the word Tzoh'ir, small. 
Yissochor was ben Tzoh'ir; they held themselves to be 
very small. Therefore Nisanel or Nosan Keil, Hashem gave 
them his Torah. - Chessed Li'Avrohom 

o’VbEti V 7 P jin em*?} wi»> Nhi i>ni onh iiyj) jinti 
HN vyVbo iimyhy v)>n y)>n ojiin loiyi in 2 > 1P21 ppN 
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Thus shall you do for them so that they shall live and not 
die; when they approach the Kodesh HaKodoshim {Holy 
of Holies}, Aaron and his sons shall come and assign 
them, even> man to his sendee and to his load; {Vayikra 
4:19} 

One must approach \ynpn rmny, holy service, with 
liveliness and enthusiasm, so that his prayers should not be 
‘dead letters’— “they shall live and not die”. - Reb Chaim 
Meir of Vizshnitz 
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Take also a census of the sons of Gershon, throughout the 
houses of their fathers, by their families. {Bamidbor 4:22} 
There are those who always give precedence to 
themselves and always put themselves first The ’in 
IWO were different, though - they put others ahead of 
themselves. They were on m. It is for this reason that 
they were worthy of being elevated - \yN~i DN’tyib int. 
- Dorash Moshe 

bat at bat ym ba ninan p inbV’i btovP 97 Jin is 
njrpb \iihtt bN inbtm rnps *ry aam :v)ajb n»o 
itaaiJia p\y >jn aibN orient? jin in»\?> Nbi oinbVJi 

> -a 'a n"a 

Command Klall Yisroel that they take out of the camp 
every leper, and every one who has a bodily discharge, 
and whoever is defiled by the dead. Both male and female 
shall you take out, outside the camp shall you take them; 
that they defile not their camps, in the midst of which I 
dwell. (Bamidbor 5:2-3j 

Rebbi Yoisy says: It is not the place that honors the 
person, but rather the person honors the place. We 
find about Har Sinai that, for as long as the Shechinah 
(Divine Presence) rested upon it, the Torah declared: 
“Neither let the flocks nor herds feed before that 
mount”; but once the Shechinah had departed, the 
Torah said: “When the ram’s horn sounds long, they 
shall come up to the mount”. The same is found about 
the Mishkon in the wilderness: for as long as it 
remained pitched, the Torah commanded “That they 
put out of the camp every leper”; but once the 
curtains were rolled up, both those with a running 
discharge and the lepers were permitted to enter. 
Talmud - Ta'anis 21:2 

Q7N11 JiNun b79 iiyy? >3 n\t)N in van bNiiy? 97 bN *137 
i "3 n "3 :Nir»ii \yajt) fittVN? 'Via by» by tab 

Speak to Klall Yisroel, When a man or woman shall 
commit any sin that men commit, to do a trespass against 
Hashem, and if that person is guilty; (Bamidbor 5:6} 
Rashi notes that this “trespass against Hashem” refers 
to the sin of robbing a Ger (convert). This crime is 
considered a trespass against Hashem because one 
who robs a Ger, who came to seek shelter beneath the 
wing of Judaism, causes a grave desecration of the 
Name of Hashem. Therefore, he is guilty of trespass 
against the Holy One. - Sefomoh 



n"£) :n>7> ib psb p? van ip? ib i>V7E *9* vAni 
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And every man’s holy things shall be his; whatever any 
man gives the Cohen (priest), it shall be his. {5:10} 

It is important for one to remember that his only true 
possessions are his good deeds, as the verse says: 
“His sanctified things belong to him”. Everything else 
is ephemeral. - Chofetz Chaim 

tata av?N aayfl p? \y*in >baa o>v)*ri? op p3n npbi 
:opri bi* )jui )rian laiyari yt?7t?a 

And the priest shall take holy water in an earthen 
utensil; and of the dust that is in the floor of the 
Mishkon the Cohen shall take, and put it into the 
water. (Bamidbor 6:24} 

The Hebrew word np’ in this verse can be 
homiletically interpreted as being related to npb, 
which means ‘instruction’, as in Proverbs (9:9): 
“Teach the righteous and he will increase npb - 
instruction”. This dual meaning of the word is meant 
to teach us that even the greatest of the great in the 
tabernacle should learn from the lowliest of the low - 
the dust: np’ nayn pi. - Ba'al Shem Tov 
(m 'aa *mj piyb) n> Ji’jyji :N\?in N*ipj Ji>jyji3 3\yi>n b3 
One who “sits” in a fast [someone who fasts for self- 
affliction] is called a sinner (Ta'anis 11:1} 

If one “sits still” while he fasts - if he fasts but makes 
no spiritual progress and the fast has no deeper effect 
on him - he has afflicted himself without purpose and 
therefore is considered a sinner. - Kesav Sofer 
In the Sefer Beis Ahron it quotes Reb Shlomo 
Karliner in which he states if there is a purpose in 
fasting many Ta'aneisim. If he (the "faster") is on the 
correct path, good. If not, why is he punishing his 
stomach as he will only be more crocked. And to fast 
more than obligated is only if it will not take away 
from Avodas Hakodesh; Davening and Learning. 

too v'fl :77>?V?! >ri 7777? 

May Hashem bless you, and safeguard you. {6:24} 

The high point of the Birchas Cohanim is the end of 
the concluding blessing, in which the Cohanim chant 
“And He shall give you peace”, as we say (Bamidbar 
Rabbah 11:16) “Great is peace, for no vessel receives 
blessing except peace”, and as it is written (Psalms 
29) “Hashem will give strength to His people, 
Hashem will bless His people with peace”. All 
blessings must contain an element of peace as part of. 










the formula. The usage of the term ‘peace’ in 
blessings does not apply only to external peace, wars 
with enemies or quarrels with others. Rather, it refers 
to the inner peace in the hearts of each individual that 
allows the individual to balance his spiritual powers 
between what is good and what is bad. Even if the 
prior components of the Birchas Cohanim are 
fulfilled, without personal inner peace, there will be a 
constant spiritual struggle between the two 
inclinations, good and bad, and all [of life’s] blessings 
will be of no benefit. - Menachem Tzion 


aividpa an 
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The Kotzker Rebbe was once asked: Why is Shavuos 
called the ‘time of the giving of our Torah’ and not 
the ‘time of our receiving the Torah?’ He replied: 
“The reason is that, whereas the Torah was given to 
us on Shavuos in the time of Moshe, we continue to 
receive the Torah in every subsequent generation. The 
giving of the Torah was only once, on Shovuos. The 
time of receiving it, though, is not only on Shavuos 
but every day of our lives.” - Sipurei Chasidim 


tod i"o :7l)?v?? 'fi 

May Hashem bless you, and safeguard you. {6:24} 
The three verses of Birchas Cohanim are said each 
day during Birchas Hashachar (morning blessings), 
between the Brochos for the study of the Torah and 
the statement of the Sages from the beginning of 
Pe'ah: “These are the things without measure...and 
these are the things which a person eats the fruit of in 
this world and the principal remains for Olom Haboh 
(the world to come),” in order to point out that the 
blessings for Klall Yisroel from these three verses, that 
we beseech Hashem to fulfill, must be “wrapped” at 
one end with involvement in Torah study (as 
exemplified by reciting the Torah blessings first) and 
the other end with doing Mitzvos (good deeds), as 
exemplified by reading the portion of “These are the 
things without measure”. - Menachem Tzion 

131)3 blpA AN l>ttV)?1 IAN 131b 1VP3 bfl'N bN AV))3 N331 
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"U'bivoi Moshe El Ohel Moi'ed Vayishmah Es 
HaKol..." (Nossoh 7:89). Rashi explains that Moshe 
would come to the Ohel Mo'ed and then he would 
here Hashem's voice from above the Kapores. Rav 
Moshe Feinstein explains what Rashi is trying to 
teach us. Surely, says Rav Moshe, the entire creation 
is a testimony to Hashem. Hashem's hand, the 
Hashgochoh Elyoinoh, can be seen in everything that 
happens to us. Everyone can see it, but not everyone 
understands what they are witnessing which leads to 
erroneous interpretation. When can you see it? Only 
after you've been to the Bais Medrash and filled your 
mind with Torah. Only then can you go to the outside 
world where everything now appears crystal clear. 
This is the lesson learned from Moshe Rabbeinu. The 
voice he heard emanated from on top of the Aron, 
from the Torah itself. Moshe was carefully attuned to 
that voice. Therefore the voice traveled to him outside 
the Poroches, where with that voice he was able to 
stand outside and see everything clearly. - Rav Moshe 



1V)N O’lDIfl AbN vmp >131 0>3A3 A3b)3)3 >b 1>AA OAN1 
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‘Yichus,’ coming from a good family, is like an umbrella - 
it is of absolutely no use unless there is a "someone” to 
carry it. - Sipurei Chasidim 

1393 p31> 1>fl3\t)31 *p3A> 13 p31>b 1P33 ApVinVl >)3 
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One who desires to be attached to Hashem and His 
praises, shall secure to Sefer Tehillim. Shelah Hakodosh 

Everything created by G-d contains a spark of 
holiness. - Ba'al Shem Tov 
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Aaron did so; toward the face of the Menoroh he 
kindled its lamps, as Hashem had commanded Moshe. 
{8:3} 

“To recount the praise of Aaron that he did not 
change (from the commandment of the lights)”— 
Rashi. 

Reb Simcha Bunim of Pershyschoh asked: “What was 
so great about Aaron that he did not alter? Any 
ordinary Jew would not have the nerve to deviate 
from a commandment given to him by Hashem!” He 
answered that the intention here is not that Ahron did 
not change any details in the order of the kindling of 
the Menorah, but that he did not change himself. He 
remained a man of the people, caring all beings, 
pursuing peace and causing peace to reign between 
families and between man and his colleague. “He did 
not change” — his high position did not make him 
change his good qualities, his ways, and his humility. 

A man is not truly compassionate until his joy at his 
neighbor’s good fortune is as great as his compassion 
at his neighbor’s misfortune. - Reb Levi Yitzchok of 
Berditchev 

If you want to praise, praise Hashem; if you want to 
blame, blame yourself. - Rabbeinu Bechaye - Chovos 
Halivovos 


One who has done ill, and talks and thinks about it all 
the time, does not cast his base deed out of his 
thoughts. He will certainly not be able to repent, for 
his spirit will grow sour and his heart stubborn, and, 
in addition, he may be overcome by gloom. Have I 
sinned or have I not sinned — what does Hashem get 
out of it? In the time I am brooding over it, I could be 
stringing pearls of good deeds for the delight of 
Hashem. That is why it is written “Depart from evil 
and do good” — turn wholly away from evil, do not 
dwell upon it, and do good. If you have done wrong, 
counteract it by doing right. - Chidushei Harim 


Do not “weigh” the importance or the insignificance 
of your deeds, as long as they are deeds of 
righteousness. Do not speculate and say: “I will not 
do this or that because it is only a small or 


unimportant act in the scale of Hashem's 
commandments. I would rather perform a more 
important Mitzvoh and my reward will be 
correspondingly greater.” It is for this very reason that 
Hashem concealed the nature of the rewards for 
carrying out His statutes. It is like a king who hired 
workmen to cultivate his garden but did not tell them 
what the reward would be for tending each form of 
fruit or plant. Had he had done so, the workmen 
would have endeavored to produce only the fruit for 
which the highest wage was promised, and all the 
others would have been neglected.- Medresh 
Tanchumah {Eikev} 

The Rebbe of Kotzk was asked: “What is new about 
Dovid Hamelech’s saying ‘There shall be no strange 
god in you’ (Psalms 81:10)? It is specifically stated in 
the Aseres Hadibros: ‘You shall have no other gods 
before Me’ (Shemos 20:3)”! He replied: “The 
meaning is this: Hashem should not be a stranger to 
you.” - Sipurei Chasidim 
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Hashem, Slow to Anger, Abundant in Kindness, Forgiver 
of Iniquity and Willful Sin, and Who cleanses - but does 
not cleanse completely, recalling the iniquity of fathers 
upon children to the third and fourth generations'.! 14:18} 
The Hebrew word *Tp£3, used here to mean “visiting,” can 
also be translated in the sense of “lessening” (as in Nbl 
\y’N linn 7pm) (Bamidbor 31:49). The verse then could be 
construed to read: “Lessening the iniquity of the fathers for 
the sake of the children”; i.e. if the fathers have good 
children, their iniquity will be forgiven for the sake of their 
childrens’ merits. - Haksav Vihakaboloh 

vnNpni pnN Nb»>i in? jvpn nib rmp ap? aba na?i 
aa*rna :p3iy*n> iyati n»v) n a *iy)n 77 >tn bN 

My servant Koleiv, because he possessed in him a different 
spirit, and followed Me completely etc. (14:24). 

Hashem says that Kalev will be rewarded. What about 
Yehoshua? Further what was this Ruach Acheres, a 
different spirit that the Torah speaks about? The Sholol 
Rov brings from Rav Yehuda Kahana (brother of the 
Ketzos) the Gemorah (Brachos 34b) that says, "B’Makom 
Shebaalei Teshuvah Omdim Afilu Tzaddikim Gemurim 
Ein Omdim Shorn." Baalei Teshuvah ascends to high 
levels that Tzaddikim cannot reach. Moshe Rabbeinu 
Davened for Yehoshua and therefore Yehoshua was a 
Tzaddik from the beginning of the mission until the end 
without wavering for a second. Koleiv felt pangs within 
him drawing him towards the mistakes of the rest of the 
Meraglim. He fought them off relentlessly and broke 
away to shed tears on his own behalf before the Avos 
HaKedoshim in Chevron. He struggled against his Yetzer 
and emerged victorious. He was a true Baal Teshuvah and 
for this earned a special place that Yehoshua could not 
reach. The Possuk says that Kalev had a "Ruach Acheres" 
a spirit that was pushing him to go with the 
Meraglim. "Vayimalei Acharai", but nevertheless he 
followed Hashem. Therefore Hashem promised him a 
special sechar. 


v'oa t'fib nonJi in*™ 77 Nn opbi? twba>f3 

No facet of our lives is bereft of Avodas Hashem. Even 
our basic needs can be steeped with Kedushoh {Holiness}. 
The Chinuch says a person’s life depends on eating bread 
so Hashem wants to infuse this mundane necessary activity 
with Kedusha. Therefore He commanded us to separate a 
piece of the dough and give it to the Cohen. This not only 
helps in the world to come but also adds Brocha to the 
physical dough itself. It is brought down that the letters of 
Challah (Ches, Lamed, Hey) is an acronym for Chelek 


L’Olam Haboh. Maybe not coincidentally it also is Chelek 
L’Olam Hazeh. Similarly, the Gemoroh says that food of 
Klall Yisroel has a special ingredient called "Shabbos”. 
We all know that when cooking and baking food for 
Shabbos if one has in mind that it is special for Shabbos 
and says Likovod Shabbos Kodesh, the food has a special 
heavenly taste on Shabbos. 

'n Jiisn ba jin ornnti win oji>n*vi jppb onb npi 
■)V)n oa>3>? nhNi onaab >*pN nuin Nbi ojVn oViy?i 
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The Baal Haturim says that Hashem commanded us to 
make four Tzitzis at the four corners of the garment so that 
whichever way one turns he will be reminded of the 
Mitzvos. Every one of the Tzitzis has 5 knots to remind is 
of the five books of the Torah. There are 8 strings to 
remind us not to commit transgressions with any one of the 
eight limbs that prompt is to do Aveiros, the ears, eyes, 
mouth, nose, hands, feet, ervah and the heart. If one 
successfully guards himself from transgression he will 
merit ascending above 8 heavens and if one commits 
transgressions he will be judged with 8 punishments, 
punishment to the body in the grave (Chibut Hakever) and 
the seven levels of Gehinom 

Reb Noi’ach of Lechovitch said about the greatness of the 
day of Shabbos, as from it comes the spiritual bounty of 
the whole week. Whereas the material bounty comes at the 
time of Tosfos Shabbos, the extension of Shabbos, when 
we add from the weekday on to Shabbos. Said R”N of 
Lechovitch if the balei batim where to listen to me and 
make a lengthy Tosfos Shabbos, they would merit a 
bounty of livelihood [Parnossah] all week long. - Toras 
Avos, Slonim 

As Reb Ahron Hagodol of Karlin says in his Niggun of 
Koh Echsof nnvyn in vimnb >nnNn biin "Protect thoose 
who prolong the departure from the Shabbos" 
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They stood before Moshe with two hundred and fifty men 
from Klal Yisroel, leaders of the assembly, those 
summoned for meeting, men of renown. {16:2} 

Logically, a person who is a descendant of distinguished 
ancestors - “who has Yichus” - should be modest and 
humble. He should always think: “When will my deeds be 
as great as those of my ancestors?” In reality, we see that 
the opposite tends to be true... Such people are likely to be 
proud and arrogant. Perhaps they take their cue from 
Korach and his assembly - since. Because they were nyiN 
ovy, men of renown, they were arrogant and quarrelsome - 
and so it has always been. - Reb Naftoli of Ropschitz 

bp >3 opb 33 tsribN mN>i firm bjn nviha bp ibrit??? 
:'Yi bnp bp iNiysjm pvroi p opimi o>vnp obp nipri 
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And they gathered themselves together against Moshe and 
against Aaron, and said to them, You take too much upon 
yourself, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of 
them, and Hashem is among them. Why then do you lift up 
yourselves above the flock of Hashem? {16:3} 

It is interesting to note that those who engage in a 
controversy with righteous men will attribute to these men 
traits which are the very opposite of their true character. 
This was also true in the case of Moshe, of whom the 
Torah states that he was “very humble, above all the men 
that were on the face of the earth.” His detractors, seeking 
to find fault with him, settled on arrogance, of all things, as 
the failing for which to attack their leader. - Reb 
Menachem Mendel of Kotsk 

Nb 3N>bN >33 tsi>3Nbi jmb Nbpb nb\p>i 
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And Moshe sent to call Doson and Avirom, the sons of 
Eli'ov; which said, we will not come up. {16:12} 

(>"vn) ’idi npibnm ppnno pN\y i?oo 
From here we see that one should not strengthen a 
controversy - Rashi. 

In every area in Jewish life, the principle of nptn - 
presumption - applies. It is presumed that if there is a 
history of a particular action or state of being, that 
pattern will continue. Doson and Avirom had a track 
record of always being belligerent, and, following the 
principle of Dptn, there would be no point in Moshe 
approaching them. However, as Rashi says: y>pnnn j>n 
npibnm - when it comes to seeking peace, we do not 
follow presumptions. We seek peace regardless. This is 
why Moshe still troubled himself to approach Doson 
and Avirom. - Kesav Sofer 
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But if Hashem creates a new thing, and the earth opens its 
mouth, and swallows them up, with all that belongs to them, 
and they go down alive into Sheol; then you shall understand 
that these men have provoked Hashem. {16:30} 

Moshe Rabbeinu challenges Korach. He tells all of Bnei 
Yisroel that if Hashem kills Korach in a miraculous way 
then "Vidatem Ki Niatzu Ha’anashim Ha’eileh Es Hashem" 
you will know that these people angered Hashem (16:30). 
Why do they need to die in a miraculous way? Wouldn't it 
prove Moshe is right if they would just die on the spot and 
he remains standing? The Meshech Chochma explains that 
the tragedy of the whole fight was that Korach, Doson, and 
Avirom who were all great people knew that Moshe and 
Aharon were appointed by Hashem and that everything 
Moshe did came from Hashem's command. Had they truly 
believed otherwise it would made the aveira less severe. 
There gravest crime was that they told these lies simply as 
a way to ignite a rebellion among the people. It was the 
rest of Bnei Yisroel that was caught in this net, having 
been bought into the lies that Korach spread. Therefore 
Moshe does not tell the people that if Korach dies it will 
prove that Moshe is right. He tells the people that if a great 
miracle occurs and these people suffer a horrific fate, it 
will prove, Ki Niatzu Ha'anashim that Korach knew the 
truth and did what he did simply to cause anger to 
Hashem. You don't need a miracle to prove who is right, 
but you need a miracle to prove what is in the heart of a 
person. The Tzanzer Rov said, how is it that Moshe 
Rabbeinu was able to say {b”£J V’U£)} ’D Nil’ nNp3 ONI 
But if Hashem creates a new thing, etc..., how was Moshe 
Rabbeinu sure that a Hashem would create a new 
happening? (16:30). Answers The Divrei Chaim that 
Moshe Rabbeinu was sure that thoose who rebel against 
the ones who are appointed by Hashem would be punished 
in a way not seen before and out of the ordinary! 
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This is the ordinance of the Torah which Hashem has 
commanded, saying, Speak to the Bnei Yisroel, that they 
bring you a red heifer without spot, which has no blemish, 
and upon which never came yoke.f 19:2j 
A person who considers himself faultless obviously 
has not yet accepted the yoke of the Kingdom of 
Hashem. Had he accepted the yoke of the Kingdom of 
Hashem at all, he would know that he still has many 
faults. - Chozeh of Lublin 

>3\y>' ! T^r)> >a oipjaxri xb yinx bxi fl\y» bx p *i»x>i 
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And Hashem spoke to Moshe and Aaron, Because you did 
not believe me to sanctify Me in the eyes of the Bnei 
Yisroel, therefore you shall not bring this congregation 
into the land which I have given them. {20:12} 

There are two views concerning the exact sin that 
Moshe committed at the waters of Merivoh: The 
Rambam {Maimonides} says that Moshe sinned in 
becoming angry and insulting the Bnei Yisroel , 
saying: “Hear now, you rebels” (Posuk 10). The 
Ramban {Nachmanides}, on the other hand, says that 
his sin was that he struck the rock instead of speaking 
to it, as he had been commanded to do. In fact, both 
views are valid, for the end result was the same. 
There are two types of righteous individuals. One 
rebukes others with harsh words until, stricken by 
remorse, they repent of their sins. The other achieves 
the same result by positive means; by his kind words, 
he makes people feel so greatly uplifted that they 
become ashamed to sin. The difference between the 
results of these two opposite approaches can be 
summed up as follows: One who succeeds in using 
kind words to persuade others to repent will find that 
nature, too, will do his bidding gladly for the benefit 
of Klall Yisroel, for all of Creation was made only for 
the sake of Klall Yisroel. The righteous man whose 
method is to force people with harsh words to repent 
will find that he must also use force to have nature do 
his bidding, for it will not do so of its own accord. 
Because Moshe became angry and spoke harshly to 
Klall Yisroel, saying “Hear now, you rebels,” the rock 
refused to do his bidding, and Moses was forced to 
strike it to make it obey. - Kedushas Levi 
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And Hashem said to Moshe, Make a venomous serpent, 
and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that 
everyone who is bitten, when he looks upon it, shall live. 
{ 21 : 8 } 

Does a serpent kill or revive? Rather, the lesson is 
that when Klall Yisroel looked up [to Heaven] and 
dedicated their hearts to their Father in Heaven, they 
were healed; if they did not, they pined away. - 
Talmud Bavli, Rosh Hashonoh 24. 

The Gemoroh tells us that Domoh Ben Nesinoh, a 
Gentile, was a sterling example of Kibud Av 
Vo'eim. When his concern for his father’s sleep 
caused him to lose a great fortune, he was rewarded 
with a Poroh Adumoh, which more than helped him 
recover his loss. The Chidushei HaRim asks, "Why 
was he rewarded specifically with a Poroh Adumoh?" 
He answers that when Domoh did his great deed, it 
caused the Milochim in Shomayim to criticize Bnei 
Yisrael. They pointed out that a Gentile had greater 
Kibud Av than we did. Hashem’s response was to 
give Domoh a Poroh Adumoh to show that while a 
Gentile is prepared to sacrifice a large sum of money 
for a good deed that is perfectly logical; but Bnei 
Yisrael are prepared to spend even more money for a 
Mitzvah whose reason is beyond our human 
understanding. Mi Ki'amchoh Yisroel! - Iturei Torah 
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Moshe Rabbeinu told the king of Edom we will 
not go right or left until we cross your border. 

Edom is the symbol of the Yetzer Horoh (evil 
inclination) Explains R’ Moshe of Pshevorsk that 
the war with the Yetzer Horoh is an ongoing one 
until navor gevulecha - we will cross your border - 
Moshiach will come and all evil will be abolished 
from the world. 

During the First World War many flocked to the 
Chofetz Chaim and asked if WW1 is the Milchemes 
Gog Umagog The final preparation for 
Redemption? 

The Chofetz Chaim answered them; “Kinderlach - 
children, don’t rush; after this war there will be 
an interval which will be followed by another 
war, then again an interval followed by another 
war, and then Moshiach will come. 

R’ Chatzkel Levenshtein said that the third war 
is in ascension, each war is greater; so what is the 
third war? It will be a war of a Malach 
hamashchis. It will be a war that we will not know 
about. 

Explained a contemporary Maggid in 
Yerushalayim; “it will not be a war of guns and 
swords, it will be a spiritual one, one of forces of 
tumah - impurity that will seek to destroy Chas 
Vishalom (G-d forbid) the Kedusha -holiness of 
Klall Yisroel. its ammunition is one of that is 
wrecking a spiritual havoc on the whole world - 
Internet, movies, television, a spiritual havoc that 
has not been seen on the world since creation.” 
the seeds Bilom harasha sowed practiced and 
preached by violating the standards of tznius - 
decency; up until then honored by all nations of 
the world. The goal of Bilom harasha are all today 
in magnification with the tribulations of the 
tumah - filth of “modern society” 

The Chazon Ish said “that even though the earlier 
generations were greater; they attained higher 
levels of greatness in Torah and Kirvas Elokim, 
today’s generation will receive more s’char 
(reward) - the tribulations are greater! 

On a relatively recent trip to Mikomos HaKidoshim 
in Poland on the Yahrtzeit of the Rebbe R’ 
Elimelech of Lizsensk, I was furthermore zocheh 
to travel to the city of Stashiv (Staszow) where 
my great grandfather The Stashiver Maggid R’ 
Yisroel Ganzveich (Gancwajch) was Maggid. We 
found the destroyed cemetery, and were Mispalell 
there. 


i"own p^n - npn nuns 

We then traveled on to Shidliv (Szydlow) the 
town where our grand fathers; The Rebbe R’ 
Hersh Hagodol of Shidliv (Talmid chover of The 
Chozeh of Lublin), his son R’ Avrohom, and his son 
R’ Hersh (father of the Stashiver Maggid), where 
Rebbes. 

We found the area (of The Great Shul and 
Shtiebel where The Shidliver Rebbes leaded their 
followers, learnt Torah, and served Hashem with 
great devotion. 

En route we were zoche to be at the Tzion - 
burial place of many great Tzaddikim of the 
yesteryear. While walking in Ropshitz (as in many 
locations were the bus can not take us straight to 
the Kivrei Tzaddikim) it occurred to me the 
following thought. - 

As we learn in Sforim Hakidoshim one must watch 
his eye’s from seeing what Hashem does not want 
him to see. If he does stumble on an unwanted 
sight, by diverting himself from it he is mikayaim 
(fulfills) the Mitzvah of v’/o sasuru achrei 
livavchem (not to explore after your heart and 
after your eyes) - (Baal Hatanya). {The eye sees, 
then the heart covets, then the body sins - Rashi}. 
In these small towns (a hundred years ago), what 
a person did not see his whole life, we today can 
have the tribulation of seeing just one morning 
between our house and Shul! Shall we not realize 
the great duty privilege and responsibility that 
Hashem has given to us? Is the great nachas ruach 
(satisfaction) that Hashem has from our striving 
to be the best ehrlicheh Yid we strive to be not 
even greater than previous generations? What 
greater chizuk - inspiration can a Yid of 5766 have 
to further invigorate himself to learn Torah and 
fulfill Mitzvohs and take pride in his fabulous lot 
in this - our world! 

(n"d pivn nv) pj>yg 5tnu>> vn 
The Targum Yonasan says that it means until the 
coming of Moshiach when Hashem will take 
revenge in Edom. 
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Shabbos Davening has a special 
uniqueness to it. Beginning with 
man ’plt?D which is including bbn 
bnan and nnvD we finally reach 
the heights of Davening with roil 
JiNnp . First we say qrrp bDD 
then yi7N bp . It is said in the name 
of the o^Nboo p"t? that piN bp is 
a answer on all questions. It is then 
that we proclaim the All-Mightiness 
of Hashem above all powers. 

Similar a maskill once approached 
the Netziv with many questions. To 
which the Netziv answered your 
questions are not questions they are 
answers to your free will of wrong 
doing. 

bay ppib-N ; n 

A person must go with a steady 
strength and not be by Dm from the 
evil inclinations of the T'DiP . A 
person who is steadily attached - 
*i\yipo with T)»wn is ron 
-rewarded to constantly have the 
strength to break and diminish the 
power of the b’OD qbD the yetzer 
horah. - ODNbtm p"vr\ 


n”vwn pta tip-id 


Yt npy A p qnn n"m D"yb 
n"otyn imo 'i y"2bD 


The following story is said in the 
name of the Ramban and the 
Kedushas Levi. A student was ill 
and the worst was relevant. He was 
visited by his Rebbe and was 
requested the following. When you 
go up to Shomayim, please appeal 
the following; what is the reason of 
the suffering and length of the 
Gollus of Klall Yisroel, and please 
return to me in a dream. It was a 
long time until the student finally 
returned to his Rebbe in a dream and 
answered the following. When I 
came to Shomayim I was reveled the 
situation of “Ernes” - truth, I saw 
that all the troubles were only for the 
good and can only be understood in 
the “Olam HaEmes”. It was only 
that which caused the delay in 
answering you. And only as respect 
to my Rebbe, and commitment that I 
was able to return in a dream and 
reveal this answer. 
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And Bolok the son ofTzippor saw all that Klall Yisroel had done 
to the Amorites [22:2/. 

Why should this weekly Torah portion, Bolok, be named 
after a man who was a heathen and an enemy of the Jewish 
people at that? It is true that all the heathens hate the Jews, 
as it is written: “It is a known rule that Esov hates Yakov,” 
but they usually cloak their hatred in honeyed words so 
that the Jews will not be aware of the need to protect 
themselves. Bolok, however, was quite outspoken in his 
hostility, and there certainly can be no objection to naming 
a weekly portion of the Torah after a heathen who is 
actually honest. - Reb Meir of Przemysl 

wa 7b Nipb on ib i»N*i nb>b oyba bN o>pbN Nan 

ION 7>bN 12*TN 1VJN *1270 ON 7N) OON 7b O Ip t3>V)3Nh 

y a a"2a maa tniyyji 

And Hashem came to Balaam at night, and said to him. If the 
men come to call you, rise up, and go with them; but only that 
word which I shall say to you, that shall you do. [22:20/ 

The question arises: if Hashem told Bilom to go with the 
officers of Mo’av, why was He angry when Bilom did? 
The answer is that the words PIN and 1Q57 have two different 
connotations, PIN denotes when one accompanies another 
physically but does not necessarily have the same goals 
and purposes, lay carries the meaning not only of physical 
accompaniment but also of sharing the same goals and 
puiposes. Hashem said to Bilom: Go with them / nnx — 
just accompany them. But Bilom went with / ay them 
wholeheartedly. This is why D’pbx qx inn - why Hashem 
was angry with Bilom. - The Vilna Goan 

Rabboh the son of Rabbi Hunoh said: From the 
Torah, the Nevi'im {Prophets} and the Kesuvim 
{Writings} it can be shown that one is lead along the 
path that he chooses for himself. From the Torah, as it 
is written: “And Hashem said to Bilom, you shall not 
go with them”, and then it is written: “If the men 
came to call you, rise up and go with them.” - 
Talmud Bavli, Makos 10: 

>2 7b >Ji>py no oybab tjonjii jlJiNh >a jin 'h nnap 
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And Hashem opened the mouth of the donkey, and it said to 
Bilom, What have I done to you that you have struck me these 
three times? [22:28/ 

In the Tractate Avos, (5:6), we are told that the “mouth of 
Balaam’s donkey” was created on Friday before the 
Sabbath during the 7 Days of Creation. This is explained 
to mean that it was decreed that the donkey that was 
created at that time would speak to Bilom. It is difficult to 
say, though, that the donkey created at that time was still 
alive at the time of Bilom! It is possible to explain this as 


pbi 7"t7i 

being similar to the explanation given in Bamidbar Rabbah 
about the splitting of the Yam Suf {Red Sea}. There, 
Hashem made a condition with Creation that, when it 
would be necessary, the sea would split, and it would 
subsequently return to its usual strength and position. 
Something similar would be true about the mouth of the 
donkey. At the time when the species of ordinary, non¬ 
speaking donkeys were created, Hashem made a condition 
that, when necessary, one of them would have the power 
of speech, and this was fulfilled with the donkey of Bilom. 
- Tosefes Brochoh 

Hashem allowed the donkey to speak in order to prove to 
Bilom that he had no reason to consider himself great on 
account of “prophetic vision”. Even the donkey, which 
certainly would not be considered fit to look upon an angel 
or to speak was enabled to do both, because it was for the 
Klal Yisroels’ benefit. Balaam was no more fit to be a 
prophet than the donkey, and was given the gift of 
prophecy only in order that the Klall Yisroel would benefit 
thereby. - Kli Yokor 

OAVi 12>n tJNJI 13»2 132 OJ>b2 ON3 1J3N>1 IbVb? N\t>>1 
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And he took up his discourse, and said, The speech of 
Bilom, the son of Be'or; the speech of a man whose eyes 
are open. {24:3} 

(.np punit?) run ro>yn rinto nqio oybi 

Bilom was blind in one eye. (Sanhedrin, 105.) 

Every human being needs two eyes: one to perceive the 
greatness of the Hashem and the other to behold his own 
humility and insignificance. Bilom knew of the greatness 
of Hashem (“and he knows the knowledge of the Most 
High” - Bamidbor, 24:16), but he could not see his own 
insignificance and therefore was arrogant. It was therefore 
clear to the Chachomim {Sages} that Bilom must have 
been “blind in one eye”. - Rishpei Aish 
miovn innb pinto n\y navy by ipy> >nNb no bta ran 
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Parshas Bolok is very multifaceted; it 
expounds on Klall Yisroel and its beauty 
refers to many opposites - Lihavdil. 

First of all, the Chachomim wanted to 
institute reading this Parsha daily in 
Davening as it is mentioned in it the praise 
of Klall Yisroel. On the other hand, why is 
it called Bolok, as since he hired Bilom to 
curse us it is forbidden for a son of Moav to 
become part of Klall Yisroel. But Russ, a 
daughter of the Moav nation is permitted 
to become a Yid. Even more so, from her 
are the throne of Dovid Hamelech and the 
ultimate coming of Moshiach. So here we 
ask how does one learn a Parsha as such 
and understand what it is coming to teach 
us. Initially, we see that all Rishaim have 
bad intentions but the actions and 
intentions of Tzaddikim are always good. 

To make an introduction, there is the 
concept of: 

o obiy- universe 
o row- year 
o soul 

obiy- they were now in the Eiver Hayardin 
before they entered Eretz Yisroel. 
row- we read this Parsha every year before 
the three weeks, rmy nnN wni nn*n wni 
rmmb- with fire The Beis HaMikdosh was 
burned and with fire it will be rebuilt. It is 
also mentioned Achris Hayomim - Ikvisa 
DiMishicha. So to, it is the end of the year, 
a preparation for Rosh Hashonoh. 

WDJ- The Malchus Beis Dovid and the birth 
of Moshiach. 

To return to speak about the subjects at 
hand, how is it that the praise on Klall 
Yisroel comes from the mouth of a Roshoh, 
a low life. 

b — 


To begin with, Bilom said, “I cannot go 
over the word of Hashem.” As this was 
Nevuah he could only say and do what was 
told to him. Furthermore, only a low 
person as Bilom was able to realize the 
qualities of Klall Yisroel as a wonder. 

By an Ehrliche Yid (pious Jew) the 
qualities of being a good Jew are simple. 
As The Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizsensk 
said, “eat properly, sleep properly, Daven 
properly. You are a Yid.” The Chozeh of 
Lublin said that from this Roshoh we learn 
Teshuva. As he said, “If I have done bad, 
‘Ashuva Li’ I shall do Teshuva.” He then 
continued on his way. Surely for good we 
must learn so Rabbeinu Bichayai says, “If a 
person says ’rwon ‘I sinned’ even a Malach 
cannot touch him. We must learn from this. 

The more we look into the Parsha we see 
how the Evildoer wanted to bring 
Korbonos, to which Hashem responded 
that Avrohom Avienu already did this. 
Even more, we also see that Bilom said, 
“My end shall be like theirs.” He wanted 
to die like a Yid. *pn n n’ii px-iNow i* 

As we stated the Parsha is full of praises of 
Klall Yisroel, therefore every Yid must see 
to it that it’s being spoken to him. oy in 
N\wrr> ’"1201 Dip’ 2Nt’ib> behold a people that 
arise like a cub and raise itself like a lion, 
meaning Zrizus in the morning to arise and 
nump-r rmy. So to, all the praise in the 
Parsha, and what to beware from. 
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Therefore say, Behold, I give to him my treaty of peace. 
{25:12} 

Even though zeal is the opposite of peace and may 
indeed be equated with open controversy, the Torah 
states that honest zeal for a sacred ideal leads to 
peace. - Kosnos Ohr 

The Medrash Pliah says that if you want to prove that 
Pinchos is Eliyahu, you see it from the Posuk in Divorim 
(1:1), "Eileh Hadivorim Asher Diber Moshe". What does 
this mean? The Maharsham explains that the Ran says in 
his Droshos, the reason why we mix the foul smelling 
Chelbinoh into the beautiful smelling Kitores is because 
everything is strengthened by its polar opposite. The 
Chelbinoh brings out a more powerful smell from the 
other spices. Similarly Moshe Rabbeinu was a Kvad 
Peh, he had a speech impediment. This speech 
impediment brought out the greatest speech ever in the 
Aseres Hadibros and in his conveying the Torah to Bnei 
Yisroel in Arvos Mo’av in Sefer Devorim. Eliyahu 
brings peace to the world. We see from Moshe’s speech 
in Devorim that Pinchos who murdered Zimri must be 
Eilyohu and that violent act was the catalyst that made 
him the great peacemaker Eliyohu. - Mahrsham 


t7hi>a Jinno v> t7i 
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And he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge, as 
Hashem commanded by the hand of Moshe. {27:23} 

Rav Yosi Bar Choni said: From this verse we see that a 
person is not jealous of the accomplishments of his son 
and his student. - Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 105: 

b"£> h"3£) :tJ3>bj| T3?> 
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And one kid of the goats, to make an atonement for 
you.{28:30}Rabbi Mesharshioh said in the name of 
Rabbi Eydiy all [other] cases of the sacrifices, the Torah 
says ‘a goat for a sin offering’, but, about Shavuos, it 
does not mention ‘a sin offering.’ Hakodosh Boruch Hu 
Said to Klall Yisroel: ‘Since you have accepted upon 
yourselves the yoke of Torah [on the holiday of 
Shavuos] I consider it as though you never sinned. - 
Talmud Yerushalmi, Rosh Hashonoh 4:8 


Pinchos got up and decided on his own to defend the 
honor of Hashem and kill Zimri. He acted in accordance 
with the Halochoh of "Kano'im Pogim Bo". Had he 
asked Bais Din for permission, he would not have been 
told to kill him. A Kano'i cannot get permission from 
Bais Din. He must act on his own. This Halochoh is 
quite unique and contrary to the general Torah 
Hashkofoh. Why is this so? Rav Moshe Feinstein says 
in Dorash Moshe that while it is important to do Mitzvos 
with pure intentions, nevertheless, a mitzva done with 
ulterior motives and for the sake of personal benefits are 
still worth doing. However, when it comes to punishing 
others, this can only be done if carried out with 100% 
pure intentions and totally Lisheim Shomayim. Judging 
a person's intentions is not within the abilities of another 
human. Only Hashem can know a 
person's thoughts. Therefore, in the case of Kano'im 
Pogim Bo, Bais Din can never render an opinion if a 
particular person can carry out "Nikmas Hashem". This 
is between the person and Hashem alone. This was the 
gripe of the Shevotim against Pinchos. They doubted his 
sincerity until Hashem testified on Pinchos's behalf, and 
awarded him the Kehuna and a Bris of Sholom 



A person who closes his Gemoroh because he must 
perform a Chesed, his Gemoroh is still open. A person 
who opens his Gemoroh to avoid doing a Chesed, his 
Gemoroh is still closed. - Rav Chaim Brisker 
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And Moshe was angry with the officers of the army, with the 
captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, who came 
from the battle. (31:14! 

Actually, Moshe had not given an explicit command to 
kill the women of Midian. Why, then, was he now angry 
with the officers for having allowed them to remain alive? 
This incident proves that, when it stands to reason that 
something should be done, one must do it without first 
waiting for an explicit command to that effect. Similarly, 
Bilom, too, said: “I have sinned, for I did not know that 
you stood in the way against me” (22:34). Ignorance or 
failure to understand what should be readily understood 
constitutes a sin in and of itself. - Shelah Hakodosh 


Jim nanbab o>iofi Nisri >v?jn bN ifiari *uyl7N *i*jn>i 
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And Elozor the Cohen said to the men of war which went to the 
battle, this is the ordinance of the Torah which Hashem 
commanded Moshe. (31:21! 

After Bnei Yisroel returned from the war with Midyon 
with the spoils, Moshe taught them the Halochos of 
Hagolas Keilim, Kashering the utensils through boiling 
water and fire. The Parsha begins with the words Zos 
Chukas HaTorah. What is so special about the Halochos of 
Hagoloh that the Torah uses the strong words Chukas 
HaTorah? Rav Moshe Feinstein answers that from the 
ability to make treif utensils kosher by boiling them we 
learn that a person who sullies his Neshomoh with Aveiros 
can also kasher it and cleanse it as if he never sinned. This 
is a pillar of the Torah, as it teaches people never to give 
up no matter how far they have gone away from the Torah. 
Moreover we see that Keilim used in fire need to be 
kashered with fire, libun. And Keilim used in boiling water 
become kasher with boiling water. This teaches us that we 
must do Teshuva the same way we did the aveira. If a 
person sinned with the burning desire of ta’ava, so too 
must be the Teshuva. And if the ta'ava was less passionate 
then the Teshuva can be on the same scale. - Rav Moshe 
Feinstein 


On Motza'ei Shabbos 15 Tammuz 5503/1743 at the same 
time Rav Chaim ben Attar, better known by the name of 
his Peirush on Chumash called Ohr HaChaim, was Nifter 
in Yerushalayim, the Ba'al Shem Tov was washing for 
Seudah Shlishis and commented to his talmidim, "The Ner 
Ma’arovi has been extinguished." In Teveria at that same 
time Rav Chaim Abulafia fainted. When he woke up, he 
said that he accompanied the Ohr HaChaim Hakodosh to 
the gates of Gan Eden. When Har Hazeisim fell into the 
hands of the Jordanians after 5708 ('948), they started to 


build a road through the Bais Hakivoros. When the tractor 
came to the Kever of the Ohr Hachaim Hakodosh it broke 
down and nothing could start it again. The next day they 
brought in a new tractor to clear the path. As soon the 
tractor touched the Kever it overturned and tumbled into 
the valley killing the driver. After that the plans were 
halted and a road was built higher on the mountain. The 
beginning of earlier road is still visible today. The Ohr 
HaChaim was born in Sali, Morocco in 5456 (’696) into a 
wealthy family. As he grew so did his Torah and Yiras 
Shomayim and he eventually opened up his own yeshiva. 
His life was not ideal as he was targeted by the 
government and thrown into jail on more than one 
occasion became accused falsely of things that he had no 
part in. One time he was even thrown into the lions den 
and came out unharmed. His earliest works, Chidushim on 
Shas called Chefetz Hashem, were published in 
Amsterdam in 5492 (732). He fled Morocco forever in 
5498 (738) after hunger ravaged the population and the 
survivors all fled. It was at this time that Rav Chaim 
decided to emigrate to Eretz Yisroel and open a Yeshiva in 
Yerushalayim. The journey lasted a long time and took 
him through Italy where he published his famous work the 
Ohr HaChaim in 5501 (741). Another famous work that 
he wrote is the Pri To'ar on Yoreh Dei'ah. 
In Elul 5501 (741) he reached the shores of Eretz Yisroel 
but could not travel to Yerushalayim because of a plague 
rampant the city. Only a full year later did the Ohr 
HaChaim realize his dream and open a yeshiva in the Ir 
HaKodesh. His happiness knew no bounds. In his yeshiva 
learned two future Gedolim the Chida and the Maharit 
Algazi. Sadly this dream only lasted one year as the Ohr 
HaChaim was Nifter on 15 Tammuz 5503/1743, at the 
young age of 47. Yehi Zichro Boruch! (See also 
Kedoshim Asher Ba'aretz) 

fwnp Nbib’m Nan 

tono i”n T”n lypbihtp na5\y n p”mn 
N”>DiYot - mopn non n»>n 
btprv o»n n rr'mm top nn n”mn imniNN vyb 
tp - oyhyvyniN - nii mNnri roTOi p’aiK - poi^nj 
nitwon h'TOin ynm nnyNotro mom nibT>\y >7imN 
N’ODNIYOt 

.n.n.iro.n o>rmn inn d'TOo Town non h>o v'oPi 
nwNoo n5T>\y - o’pnii run pno vy tin 5 
714 Park Ave Lakewood NJ 08701-2025 


Fax: 1-732-730-1588 Tel: 1-732-901-6225 
chizuk@yeshivanet.com minn 7vn ronnm nwm 
Contact us for dedications, in honor of a Simcha, Yohrtzeit, or 
Zechus etc., Loshon Hakodesh or English versions, received by 
thousands worldwide. Send in yours and your friend's numbers 
to receive ASAP. 

Ah Guttin Shabbos - Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig 













Divrei Torah, Ba er Heitev 


.pii’ni min mi ,p\yb o’iora ”'vni 


i "ini 


Vol. 5 No. 37 Parshas Masei 5771 


N"y\yji >vt7» ’a t’vp 


nv)>3 t’a ormaiib onao y*iN*? in** aym bNliy' >ja ’vv>? TibN 

N"a y'batpTiNI 

These are the journeys of the Klall Yisroel, which went forth out 
of the land of Mitzrayim /Egyptj with their armies under the 
hand ofMoshe and Aaron. {33:1 j 

In the Loshon Kodesh names of all of the journeys, the letter 
“Zayin” does not appear, which hints that they did not travel on 
Shabbos (7=1, the seventh day). It also indicates that they did not 
take weapons - pi ’ha - on their journeys. - Baal Haturim 
The Chozeh of Lublin adds to explain the Posuk "Vichamushim 
- armed" - Rashi in the beginning of Parshas Bishalach, If so 
why did they not make war with the Mitzriyim? To which He 
answers that it says "Vayitzoku - They called out to Hashem - 
Tefiloh as we see by Yakov Avienu - Bicharby U’Bikashty to 
which Targum Unkilos translates - Bitzlusy U’Bi'usy - With my 
Tefillos and Request from Hashem. So to did Klall Yisroel wage 
war, with Tefiloh. The Chasam Sofer explains Rashi, that it was 
The Atzmos Yosef - The Holy Bones of Yosef Hatzadik that 
Moshe Rabbeinu brought up with Him from Mitzrayim to bury 
in Eretz Yisroel {Shchem} that gave Klall Yisroel the status of 
"Armed". As we see too in Hallel "HaYom Roh Vayonus - The 
see saw and it ran. The Miforshim say it saw The Aron of Yosef. 
{Regarding Bilom see Targum Yonoson, Bamidbor 31:8} 

ofpjwo TibN) '7i >a by OTpypjab arpNSto jin nv>» anap 

3"2 >"bo :on’N?i»b 

And Moshe wrote their starting places according to their 
journeys by the commandment of Hashem; and these are their 
journeys according to their starting places. {33:2} 

But the last half of the Posuk reads in the opposite order: TibNI 
ori’Niiinb D T\>i>vn - “These are their journeys according to their 
going forths”. The reason for this is that the Klall Yisroel were 
intent on their freedom from Shibud Mitzrayim. Therefore, they 
counted how far they had already gone from Mitzrayim - 
D my tin. Moshe, though, was concerned about how far they still 
had to go until they reached the Eretz Yisroel, therefore he gave 
precedence to Ofl’Niiin. - Dubner Maggid 

>"ba Inna :imna uryp tiinjiti mapn lyph 

And they departed from Kivross Hatavoh, and camped in 
Chatzeross. {33:17j 

The only way to overcome passion and lust, 7HN*i, is to 
remember that we are encamped in niisn - courtyards, an 
antechamber to the World-to-Come and in which we shall not 
reside for long. - Reb Yitzchok of Vorkeh 

oiyaiN? nivya o\y m»i '7 1 by -inn iti bN jriaTi priN by»i 
:v)tnb *tnNa >v)»nnn vnna omn ^iNn biovy’ »ia JiNyb 

n"boy'bo 

And Ahron the Cohen went up to Mount Hor at the 
commandment of Hashem, and died there, in the fortieth year 
after Klall Yisroel came out of the land of Egypt, in the first day 
of the fifth month. {33:38/ 

In describing the deaths of Moshe and Miriam, the Torah does 
not mention their exact dates of death. When discussing the 
death of Ahron, though, the Torah tells us that Aaron died in the 
fifth month - Av - to hint to us that this would be the month in 
which the Beis Hamikdosh, represented by Aaron the Cohen 
Godol, would be destroyed. - Netziv 


t 7 Jb iiyiyi ivm obpian >iy viv) jin o»ibb 11*1*1 iv)n o'-ivti jini 
v’o 7i"bo : vy o»*i\yi o»ya*iNiiriri oTi’by) ny iti Tpav) 

And the cities which you shall give to the Levi'im shall be six 
cities of refuge, which you shall appoint for the slayer that he 
may flee there; and to them you shall add forty two cities. {35:6/ 
The six cities of refuge call to mind the six words of the verse 
“Shema Yisrael”, in which a person should find a spiritual 
refuge for his weary head which is beset with confusion at all 
times. The forty-two cities call to mind the 42 words in the first 
section of the Shema recital (beginning with nnnNl) through 
which a person can strengthen himself in the service of his 
blessed Creator. - Oheiv Yisroel, Apter Rov 

YIN? jin < ) > in» NiTi tnn »a na orm iy^n ^inp jin ia’in*i Nbi 
latoa lax7 :iaa v) tna on >p na “jay) *iy)n oYb i??’ Nb yiNbi 

>"bo nb pao 

So you shall not pollute the land in which you are, for blood 
pollutes the land; and the land can not be cleansed of the blood 
that is shed there, but by the blood of him who shed it. {35:33/. 

The Torah tells us that murder is "Chanifa" for the land. 
Chanifa usually means flattery. "How," asks Rav Moshe 
Feinstein, "is murder flattery for the land?" He answers that 
murder is not accepted by any society. However, the reason for 
this varies greatly from the Torah's reasoning. Murder is 
outlawed because it would destroy civilization. The Mishna in 
Pirkei Avos says that we must thank the rule of law, for without 
proper policing, each man would swallow his neighbor. There 
are some ramifications for this approach. For example, murder is 
condoned and even lauded if it will make the world a better 
place. This is the justification for horrific wars. On the other 
hand, there is little respect for "Chayei Shoh" the life of someone 
terminally ill or doomed to die. Similarly, the lives of elderly 
people are not as important, as they have already finished 
contributing to society. Not so the Torah, which values the 
essence of life itself, not withstanding the person's value to 
civilization. Someone can only murder after reaching the 
conclusion that the world needs to, for whatever reason, rid itself 
of his victim. This is in essence saying that man is only here to 
serve the world, instead of vice versa. Murder is the ultimate 
flattery of the world. Hashem tells us, "Do not murder, and do 
not flatter the world." Human life is what should be respected 
and flattered. Value the elderly and infirm, and respect even a 
few sacred moments of life. 


8:30 pm wu ’\y\y b’b muni ’pn o»nn hn rin’b 
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N'^wn omva 


jintti rninri jin ins nvy» b>Ni'n 3NV3 ^3N3 laya 

7)"£) N"a om*r :M3N> 

On the side of the Yardein (Jordan River}, in the land of 
Mo'av, began Moshe to declare this Torah, saying, {1:5} 

’"vn - onb nvirpa jiv* o’yivyi 

In the seventy languages of the world Moshe explained the 
Torah to them. -Rashi 

Why did Moshe deem it necessary to explain the Torah in 
all seventy languages of the ancient world? There are 
unbelievers who claim that the Torah was intended only 
for the wilderness, far from other groups and nations, or 
only in the Holy Land, where the Jews dwelt among their 
own and where no one would interfere with their customs. 
These groups insist that when the Jews dwell among other 
nations, living in the midst of other cultures and 
civilizations, they must not remain aloof from their 
neighbors by clinging to the observance of the Torah and 
its commandments. It was to refute this argument that 
Moshe explained the Torah to the Klall Yisroel in all 
seventy languages of the world before they entered the 
Promised Land. He wanted to impress upon the Jews that 
they were duty bound to observe the Torah, regardless of 
where they would dwell, because the Torah is valid for all 
time and in all places and can never be changed. - Kesav 
Sofer 

>j£pp nun Nb pyaviJi bta? top? uaviwa o>jo n>3ti Nb 
03)3 0 yp> 3VjN *l3Tt)J NJfi Q>(?bNb OaVioVl >3 V!i>N 
f'>£) N"£> tJ>*l3*T : PflyjOtpi >bN p3*)j?Jl 

You shall not respect persons in judgment; but you shall 
hear the small as well as the great; you shall not be afraid 
of the face of man; for the judgment is Hashem's; and the 
cause that is too hard for you, bring it to me, and I will 
hear it. {1:17} 

A child’s hearing is better than an adult’s in that what he 
hears is “engraved” and not forgotten easily. On the other 
hand, children cannot always understand the deeper 
meanings and nuances of what they have heard. By 
contrast, an adult who hears something has a greater 
understanding and judgment of what has been said. On the 
contrary, though, adults may have a harder time 
remembering what they have heard, since they have heard 
a great many things over a longer period of time, and 
consequently cannot remember everything. As the 
Mishnoh says in Avos 4; “An adult’s learning ‘is 
comparable to ink written on rubbed and unclear paper’.” 
It is for this reason that the above verse states “you shall 
hear like a child and like an adult”, meaning that your 
hearing should include the two characteristics together- 
that of an adult for deep understanding and that of a child 
that the things remain “engraved” in you forever. - 
Menachem Tzion 



Many times we find ourselves in circumstances in which it 
is unclear what we must do. What tool can we use to 
decide the correct course of action? The Sfas Ernes 
establishes a fundamental principle regarding lack of 
clarity. The ultimate reality is Hashem. To Hashem there is 
no such thing as a lack of clarity. Any lack of clarity, 
therefore, is an illusion. It is an external block preventing 
us from seeing clearly. The way to gain clarity of vision is 
to remove the block. Removing the block is essentially 
connecting with Hashem. And since Hashem is 
everywhere and in everything, everything has the potential 
of clarity. All that is necessary is to remove the block thus 
connecting with the G-dliness in that which lacks clarity. 
How is this done? We find a clue in this week’s Parsha. 
Referring to difficulties judges may have in rendering 
judgment, Moshe Rabbeinu tells the Klall Yisroel, 

.rpynvp >bN 'prnpri oyo nwi?? ~iv?N ‘iiTth "And that, which 
is too difficult for you, bring it to me and I will hear it.” 
The Kesser Shem Tov gives this Posuk a broader 
application according to the Ramban. Although addressing 
the issue from the perspective of rendering judgment, the 
same principles apply in any situation where a person 
needs to decide what to do. Here, “>bN pilpn / bring it to 
me” alludes to and implies bringing the unclear thing to 
Hashem since Moshe Rabbeinu is the perfect tool for 
giving over Hashem’s teaching. The Sfas Ernes explains 
that bringing something close to Hashem means 
connecting with the G-dliness within the unclear thing. 
How? The Kesser Shem Tov explains according to the 
Ramban that one must remove any personal bias. When 
our personal bias is no longer a factor and our entire 
motivation is only to know the will of Hashem, we will see 
the truth and know what is required of us. Sefas Ernes - 
5631 

He who always walks on the straight path of righteousness 
feels no special pleasure in it. He does not know there is a 
crooked path. But he who has at first walked on the 
crooked path and later finds the direct path rejoices greatly 
in his discovery. Likewise, a penitent appreciates 
righteousness more than a saint who has never 
transgressed. - Reb Dov Ber of Mezritch 
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77? Jin? 7 P 7 ? Jin 7773? jin jiintpP JriPnp firm 'n >t\ 
7>ii»j>tt3 nVyj?? i\?n >|7N3i Pp >» tv?n npmri 

7"3o >"£> tj>iat :7?i *iiibi 

My Lord, Hashem/Elokim, you have begun to show your 
servant your greatness, and your mighty hand; for what 
power is there in heaven or in earth, that can do 
according to your works, and according to Your mighty 
acts? {3:24} 

“Your greatness - This refers to the measure of your 
goodness” -Rashi 

Greatness is measured only according to the benefit 
it brings to the world. It is possible for one to be a 
great genius and a well known leader, but if there is 
no character trait of goodness and will to do good 
nestled within him, the title of “great” does not fit 
him. - Menachem Tzion 


N"V\i m pmiNt 'S3 7"t72 

teaches us that it is impossible to transmit The Torah 
to future generations in a mechanical way, as is 
done with secular knowledge and wisdom. Instead, 
Torah can only be transmitted with emotional 
feeling and fervor, fear, and reverence. - Menachem 
Tzion 

7 mP Pm uv>77Ji y P jwmi }>ppN 'n jin o\yp ornppai 

o"ao T'o om7:7V>oj bait 

Blit if from there you shall seek the Lord your God, you 
shall find him, if you seek him with all your heart and 
with all your soul. {4:29} 

From there, you will be able to search for the 
Hashem your G-d from the depths of your heart and 
find Him, if only you will seek Him diligently. - 
Reb Yaakov Yitzchok of Peshischoh 


om^rri jin naviii *tn>? 7V)pj 7»i£n 77 *i«Y)ri pa 
ojivVini 7>>n >»> Pa 7aa>» miu? pi ini a\t»N 
w // ar / atD>aat:7>ia>ja>f7>ja> 

Only take heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, 
lest you forget the things which your eyes have seen, and 
lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life; 
but teach them to your sons, and to your grandsons; 
{4:9} 

The word p~i is a limiting expression. Here it 
indicates: guard yourself, conserve the health of 
your body properly, because a person is obligated to 
preserve his health (Bovoh Kamoh 4). However, the 
health of your soul must be guarded greatly, because 
the dangers that ambush the soul, lest it be 
blemished in the world of falsehood, are very great, 
and one needs extra vigilance to avoid these 
dangers. - Reb Menachem Mendel of Kotzk 


omari jin navtii p *tn>? 7vpj 7»i£n 7P pa 
ojunini 7>>n >»> Pa aaapt? 1*11x7? pi 7>pv wa av)N 
vj"o T'£) o>aaa :7>ja >japj 7>jap 

Only take heed to yourself, and keep your soul diligently, lest 
you forget the things which your eyes have seen, and lest they 
depart from your heart all the days of your life; but teach them 
to your sons, and to your grandsons. {4:9/ 


The Talmud (Brochos 22) derives from the 
proximity of the verses: “And you shall make them 
known to your children and grandchildren the day 
you stood before Hashem your G-d at Chorev,” that 
just as at the latter Har Sinai The Torah was given 
with fear, reverence, trembling, and sweating, 
likewise it is about the former - making the Torah 
known to our children - that it must be taught with 
fear, reverence, trembling, and sweating. This 


o’ppa o>ppNfi Nin 'n p }aap Pn payyni ol>ri tu>7?? 

T o"Pa T'o ami :*m> )»n nnrp ’pNn Pvi pj>»p 

Know therefore this day, and consider it in your heart, 
that Hashem He is The G-d in heaven above, and upon 
the earth beneath; there is no other.{4:39} 

It is not sufficient merely to “know” it; this sublime 
knowledge must be taken into your heart, so that 
your will and virtues both function in conformity 
with what you know. This task constitutes the entire 
“devotion” incumbent upon a Jew. The space that 
separates “knowing” from “laying it to your heart” 
is as great as that which stands between knowledge 
and ignorance. - Reb Yisroel Salanter 

v>"p£) T'o o>*m: *ni> 

Means “there is none other” or “there is nothing 
else.” “The Hashem is G-d in heaven above and on 
the earth below” can be explained to mean: there is 
nothing else we need to know, for this one fact is the 
foundation and root of all knowledge in the world. - 
Mayonei Shel Torah 

pDN ’arm yvnm mn mu unin nnvn aatP 
rraain v”\ttn in wv V”ap3 - P”ai nm n mam mmn vvy p 
pypyxirm onP - ’an mNan roma ’PPano nnnn 
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X’yVt) 2f7V '£3 T't7l 


ojnttY)i ribNP jin pynyiJi apy 

*rt?nri jini ri>->ari jin 7b 7>pbN 'n itttfi ojin ormpyi 
ai">£) vo o>*n*T :7>jia>fb yapi i^n 

Therefore it shall come to pass, if you give heed to these 
judgments, and keep, and do them, that Hashem your G- 
d shall keep with you the treaty and the mercy which He 
swore to your Fathers. {7:12} 

,tD>Jom :bN*i\y>b ri"apri ijw Jpaio jujjio \yb\y :n>jji 
: awm ipwn o>*rt7n >bnw .tjvrwn >bnwi ,tD>a\y»a 
."‘rvrtn jini Jiman jin 7b 7 >pbN m anvyi" 
Hashem granted three gifts to the Jewish people: to 
be merciful, modest, and to do acts of kindness. 

How do we know that Klall Yisroel do acts of 
kindness? It is written: “and Hashem your G-d will 
keep for you the treaty and the ki ndness.” - Talmud 
Yerushalmi 

Rashi famously comments on the words, "Eikev 
Tishmi'un; If you keep the Mitzvos that a person 
tramples with his heel." This refers to the seemingly 
trivial less important Mitzvos that we think are not really 
worth our time or effort. Only when we keep these 
Mitzvos as well, is it a sign of true dedication to the 
Mitzvos and to our Father above whose commandments 
we heed whether big or small. The Sfas Ernes further 
illuminates this saying that the Remach or 248 Mitzvos 
Aseh each correspond to one of our 248 limbs, Doing 
these Mitzvos gives life to its corresponding limb in this 
world and the next. In our body we have a head and 
heart which are surely very important above all the 
others. And just like the body has a heel, while although 
trivial, if it lacks strength, the entire body collapses, 
head, heart and all, similarly if we ignore the trivial 
Mitzvos, all our hard work and devotion on the big ones 
will be for naught as the entire structure will collapse. 

jin nNb?b on >3 70V0 bN\y 7>pbN 'o no bJO\y> nnjn 
'n jin taybi win niriNbi 1*377 baa Jiabb 7>i?bN 'n 
a">o >"o D*mi :7 ^qj bail 711b baa 7>pbN 

And now, Yisroel, what does the Hashem your G-d 
require of you, only to fear the Hashem your G-d, to 
walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to ser\’e 
Hashem your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul. {10:12} 

,o»my jinvo mp o>o\y >*r>a ban :NJ>jn v'n 

Viai nNVb on >a 70JJ0 bNi\y 7>pbN 'n no :bONJ\y 

Pb Jiiaaa 

Rebbi Chaninoh said: everything is in the hands of 
Heaven except the fear of Heaven, as it says: “what 
does the Hashem your G-d require of you, but to 
fear Hashem”. - Brochos 33: 


:'wi na ba bonn Nb onb na baNJi Jiaaooa Nb avi>N 77N 

o"o n"£> o>aa*r 

A land where you can eat bread without scarceness, a land 
that lacks nothing in it etc... {8:9} 

The Maharam Shiff says that it is not unusual for a 
poor man to subsist on bread and water alone. When 
Chazal praise someone who eats only the basic 
essentials and avoids eating grand meals with fine 
delicacies, they refer to a rich man who can eat 
anything he desires but chooses not to. It praises a 
person who chases spiritual pleasures rather than 
physical delights. The Yismach Moshe says we can 
see this in The Posuk,rqapna Mb “i^n: 77 # , a land 
where food is not scarce. 00 b na baN'n, even though 
there is plenty of food, still you only eat bread. Nb 
na ,ba aptari, it lacks nothing, yet you don't spend 
your days enjoying its abundance. 

Rav Meir Shapiro traveled to America to raise 
money for his Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin. A crowd 
came to greet him upon his arrival. The next day 
the newspaper reported that 5,000 came to greet the 
European Rosh Yeshiva. Rav Meir Shapiro was 
shocked to see this blatant lie being reported. In fact 
there were only about 500 people in 
attendance. When the reporter was asked why he 
exaggerated ten fold he replied, "I thought there 
were only 50 people there. Had I known there were 
500,1 would have written 50,000! - Tal Oros 

pDN man yvyim am man wma nnvw aap 
fT’aam o”\yn aN w y”abi - b”ai nm n man main a»oy p 
ovbyvyniN twb - m naNan roma Pbann >»y room 
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N"y\y*i ,nN*i jwna 


v'aa n">£) :n77]?i naia oi»ri oauab )jij >p'jn riN 7 

Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse. 
{11:26} 

The word yo\y - ‘listen' - is not used, but rather the Torah 
uses the word nNI - ‘see’. One need not have blind faith to 
understand and believe. Rather, one can see with one’s 
own eyes, and feel with one’s own hands the blessings 
given by Hashem for obeying, and the curses if we do not 
obey the laws of the Torah. One does not need to rely on 
“hearsay evidence”. Look around what happens in the 
world, and you will see. - Menachem Tzion 


"Re’ey Anochi Noisein Lifneichem", see that I have given 
before you (11:26). All the Meforshim ask, why does the 
Posuk start in the singular and end in the plural? The 
Kotzker Rebbe answers as follows. The Posuk refers to 
two experiences of the Torah. "Noisein", the giving of the 
Torah and "Re'ey", the seeing and understanding. When it 
comes to the giving of the Torah, it was given to everyone 
in Klall Yisroel together. It belongs to all of us and we are 
all responsible to learn it. However when it comes to the 
actual learning, each person is an individual. Each person 
must plumb the depths with all the talents bestowed on 
him. He cannot satisfy himself with a level of knowledge 
of the average man. "Visein Chelkeinu BiSorosechoh", 
each person has his own Cheilek that he is responsible for. 

7)2>? >3'JN 1V)N fibiCl 7? JIN 10Y) 
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Observe and hear all these words which I command you, 
that it may go well with you, and with your children after 
you forever, when you do that which is good and right in 
the eyes of Hashem your G-d.{12: 28} 

What does the word all come to tell us? This informs us 
that a minor commandment should be as beloved to you as 
a major commandment. - Sifrie 
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And nothing of that which was devoted to destruction shall 
remain in your hand; that the Lord may turn from the 
fierceness of his anger, and show you mercy, and have 
compassion upon you, and multiply you, as he has sworn 
to your fathers. {13:18} 

Rebbi Gamliel the son of Rebbi says: “and He will show 
you mercy and be merciful towards you” - this teaches that 
anyone who shows mercy to others is shown mercy from 
Shomayim {Heaven}, and anyone who does not show 
mercy to others is not shown any mercy from Shomayim.” 
-Talmud Bavli, Shabbos 151: 


Personally I was Zoche [merited] to eat many Shabbos 
Seudos at the table of the Tzaddik Reb Zalmen Brizel 
ZT"L, a Pinsk Karliner Chosid in Yerusholayim. The 
whole Parsha Chumash and Rashi, was the entrance 
obligation. At the Seudah he gave every one their 
individual Kiddush, Challos and a full Seudah. At the 
Seudah he would exclaim, "Kinderlach nisht iberlozen fun 
der Shabbosdigeh macholim, di Shabbosdigeh macholim 
zenin nisht azoy vi di macholim fun ah gantzeh voch 
["children please do not leave over from the Shabbos food, 
the Shabos food is not like the food of the whole week]. 
Tzadikim raised seemingly ordinary actions, to a higher 
level. 


Rav Chaim Brim, ZT"L was once invited to speak at an 
event. The speaker who preceded R’ Chaim at the event 
used notes that he referred to as he spoke. Rav Chaim was 
then called up to speak, and he also referred to his notes as 
he spoke. When he finished speaking and left the podium, 
he forgot to take his notes with him. When the event was 
over, someone straightened up the room and he found the 
notes which R’ Chaim Brim had left at the podium. To his 
puzzlement, he saw that the “notes” was a blank piece of 
paper. After a few minutes of thought, he realized what 
had occurred. Rav Chaim was known for his exquisite 
sensitivity to the feelings of others. When he had observed 
that the first speaker had referred to notes as he spoke, he 
had feared that he would embarrass him if he then spoke 
without notes. Therefore, he decided to refer to his 
“notes” as he spoke as well. 
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Justice, only justice shall you pursue, that you may live, 
and inherit the land which Hashem your G-d gives you. 
{16:20} 

This means that one must pursue justice with justice. 
The means by which you seek to attain justice must 
be righteous also. Do not allow yourself to be guided 
by the G-dless principle that “the end justifies the 
means”. - Reb Yaakov Yitzchok of Pshischoh 

The Kotzker Rebbe takes a different approach and 
says that sometimes the Yetzer Horoh tricks us by 
deluding us into being too overzealous in our 
righteousness. The Torah warns us to take measured 
step and use our head. When we start chasing Tzedek 
Tzedek, an extreme excess, we need to run away as it 
is merely the ploy of our foe the Yetzer Hara dressed 
in a cloak of righteousness. 
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And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the 
days of his life; that he may learn to fear Hashem his G-d, 
to keep all the words of this Torah and these statutes, to do 
them. {17:19} 
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It is logical to say that if to the king, who is involved 
with the needs of Klall Yisroel, the Torah instructs 
that ‘he shall read in it all the days of his life’, 
certainly any average person should be even more 
obligated to study the Torah every day. - Talmud 
Yerushalmi 2:6 


The Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk once said that 
every Jew could claim his share in the World to Come 
if only he answered the questions put to him by the 
Heavenly Court properly. When his disciples asked 
him to explain, he said: “When they ask me: 
“Elimelech, did you study as much as you should 
have?”, I will reply: “No.” “Elimelech, did you pray 
as fervently as you could have?” Again the answer 
will be “No.” “Did you serve Hashem as well as you 
could have?” Once again, I shall answer “No”. 
However, they will then be forced to admit me to 


Paradise, because I will have been honest enough to 
see my failures and to tell the truth!” 

From this episode we can see the truth of the Rebbe 
Reb Elimelechs' service and devotion to Hashem. 

Similarly we find a saying from The Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech of Lizhensks' brother, Reb Zesha of 
Anipoli, who said when he comes to Shomayim they 
will not ask of him why he was not as great as earlier 
generations, but they will ask him whether he was 
Reb Zesha! 

After the passing of his Rebbe the Chofetz Chaim, 
Reb Elchonon Wasserman HY"D, inherited the 
mantle of being Daas Torah for his generation. He 
would defend Torah against attack from the outside 
and mercilessly fought those seeking to destroy it 
from within. To this effort Reb Elchonon felt the 
need to keep up with the goings on in the world and 
would read the newspaper daily. It was placed on his 
Shtender and each morning he would spend three 
minutes going through it and digesting it with his 
incisive mind. When asked why he would read the 
newspaper on his Shtender out of all places, he said, 
if I must read the paper then it is because it is a 
mitzva and I can read in right here on my Shtender. if 
there is an issue with reading the paper then I cannot 
even do it behind closed doors. 
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13. You shall deliver him the pledge back when the sun 
goes down, that he may sleep in his own garment, and 
bless you; and it shall be righteousness to you before 
Hashem your G-d. {24:13} 
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Our Rabonon {Rabbis} have taught: It is related 
about King Monbaz that he dissipated all his own 
treasures and the treasures of his fathers in years of 
scarcity. His brothers and his father’s household came 
in a deputation to him and said to him: “Your father 
saved money and added to the treasures of his fathers, 
and you are squandering them!” He replied: “My 
fathers stored up below and I am storing above, as it 
says: ‘Truth springs out of the earth and righteousness 
looks down from Heaven.’ My fathers stored in a 
place which can be tampered with, but I have stored 
in a place which cannot be tampered with, as it says: 
‘Righteousness and judgment are the foundation of 
his throne.’ My fathers stored something which 
produces no fruits, but I have stored something which 
does produce fruits, as it is written: ‘Say of the 
righteous that it shall be well with them, for they shall 
eat of the fruit of their doings.’ My fathers gathered 
treasures of money, but I have gathered treasures of 
souls, as it is written: ‘The fruit of the righteous is a 
tree of life, and he that is wise wins souls.’ My fathers 
gathered for others and I have gathered for myself, as 
it says: ‘And for you it shall be righteousness.’ My 
fathers gathered for this world, but I have gathered for 
Olom Haboh {the future world}, as it says: ‘Your 
righteousness shall go before you, and the glory of 
Hashem shall be your reward.’” - Bovoh Basroh 11. 
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At his day you shall give him his hire, nor shall the sun go 
down upon it; for he is poor, and sets his heart upon it; 
lest he cry against you to Hashem, and it should be sin to 
you. {24:15} 

This teaches us that one who withholds the wages of a 
hired worker is considered to have murdered the 
worker. Why did this worker go up on a ladder and 
suspend himself from a tree and risk death itself? Is it 
not for his wages?! - Bovoh Metzioh 112. 
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Once, after the recitation of the Shemoneh Esrei, Reb Levi 
Yitzchok of Berditchev went up to certain persons in the 
Shul, and greeted them with “Sholom Aleichem” several 
times over, as though they had just come back from a long 
journey. When they looked at him in surprise, he said: 
“Why are you so astonished? You were far away, weren’t 
you? You were in a marketplace, then on a ship with a 
cargo of grain, and when the sound of Shemoneh Esrei 
ceased, you returned, and so I greeted you.” 

The Chozeh of Lublin was once asked: “We are 
taught in the Mishnoh that "One must bless Hashem 
for evil just as he does for good.” The Gemoroh 
comments: “and he must receive even evil tidings 
joyously.” How can a person rejoice over evil?” The 
Rebbe replied: “You wonder about the Gemoroh and 
do not understand it. I don’t even understand the 
Mishnoh - is there anything which Hashem has 
created which can be said to be evil?” 
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Cursed be he who does not maintain all the words of 
this Torah to do them. And all the people shall say, 
Amein. {27:26} 

This curse refers to those who say that it is not 
necessary to observe the commandments of Hashem 
in practice, explaining that the important thing is that 
one should understand their meaning and that one 
should be “good in one’s heart” and not more than 
that. - Kesav Sofer 


'o bipa yptm >a 'p’iyrn flbNfi Jiiaaari ba }>by inii 
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And all these blessings shall come on you, and 
overtake you, if you shall listen to the voice of 
Hashem your G-d. {28:2} 

One can “re-arrange” the order of the words in this 
verse and interpret is as follows: “That you will listen 
to Hashem your G-d” can be a separate blessing, 
listed along with the other blessings. Indeed, there is 
no greater blessing than this. - Chofeitz Chaim 

om*r invi 7>bv Nap? 'n ov) >3 ^np ba wai 
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And all people of the earth shall see that you are 
called by the name of Hashem; and they shall be 
afraid of you. {28:10} 

“...that the Name of Hashem is called upon you” - 
Rabbi Eliezer Hagodol said: This refers to the Teffilin 
on the head. (Berachos 6) 

If this were true, it would seem that the Gentiles 
should fear every Yid who puts on Teffilin. Why, 
then, is this not the case today? 

The Kedushas Levi says: “The text reads not by\y 
twin, ‘the Teffilin (that are) on the head,’ but \yN~o\y, 
‘the phylacteries (that are) in the head.’ Only if the 
Teffilin are not merely reposing on the head of the 
Jew, but are also deeply ingrained in his mind - only 
if the Jew will constantly recall and ponder what the 
Teffilin are meant to teach us, will the Gentiles “be 
afraid of you.” Only a Yid of that sort is capable of 
inspiring such awe among the Gentiles that they will 
not find it in their hearts to harm him. - Mayonei Shel 
Torah 



The Ohr Hameir says that in life there are certain 
people who have it easy. Everything goes smooth for 
them and no obstacles stand in their way. They think 
that they have reached perfection; they are on top of 
the world. On the other hand some people cannot 
catch a break. Every time they make a move 
something goes wrong. Are they traveling on the 
wrong road? The Ohr Hameir explains with 
Moshel. If someone is traveling on the road carrying 
a sack of wheat husks, his trip is easy. He can travel 
wherever he wants as long as he wants feeling secure 
and knowing no one will rob him of his 
goods. However if he is carrying a satchel of 
precious stones he sweats every step, knowing that he 
is a hunted man. Dovid Hamelech says in L'Dovid 
Hashem Ori (Tehillim 27:3) "Im Tokum Alai 
Milchomoh Bizos Ani Botei'ach", if the enemy is 
constantly attacking me, in this I find 
confidence. Why? If my path in life was devoid of 
any value I would not encounter constant resistance 
from the Yetzer Hara. The fact that there is an 
obstacle in my path at every turn is a sign that I my 
actions, goals, and ambitions are very valuable. They 
are so valuable, that the Yetzer Hara is throwing all 
his resources at me, to stop from accomplishing my 
dreams. 
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You stand this day all of you before the Hashem 
your G-d; your captains of your tribes, your elders, 
and your officers, with all the men of Klall Yisroel, 
{29:9} 

The word onbn indicates that all are equal in the 
sight of Hashem. Your leaders, your elders, and 
your officers are no more important in His eyes 
than your hewers of wood and drawers of water. - 
Kli Yokor 
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See, I have set before you this day life and good, 
and death and evil. {30:15} 

“Good”, not “life”, is the most significant word in 
this verse. This indicates that one should not do 
good in order to live; rather, one should live in 
order to do good. - Reb Menachem Mendel of 
Kotzk 
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And I will surely hide my face in that day because 
of all the evils which they shall have done, in that 
they are turned to other gods. {31:18} 

When Hashem hides His face from His people, He 
does so primarily because they do not turn to 
Hashem immediately, with prayers and repentance, 
when they are in trouble. Rather, they attribute their 
trouble to natural, political or economic causes, 
and, consequently, they look to natural or man¬ 
made remedies for their deliverance. They “turn to 
other Gods” - means of deliverance other than those 
which would bring them Divine assistance. “Had 
they turned to Me to begin with,” says the Lord, “1 
would never have hidden My face from them”. - 
Sifornoh 
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“...that the Name of Hashem is called upon you” - 
Rabbi Eliezer Hagodol said: This refers to the 
Teffilin on the head. (Berachos 6) 

If this were true, it would seem that the Gentiles 
should fear every Yid who puts on Teffilin. Why, 
then, is this not the case today? 

The Kedushas Levi says: “The text reads not byvy 
twin, ‘the Teffilin (that are) on the head,’ but 
vwavy, ‘the phylacteries (that are) in the head.’ 
Only if the Teffilin are not merely reposing on the 
head of the Jew, but are also deeply ingrained in his 
mind - only if the Jew will constantly recall and 
ponder what the Teffilin are meant to teach us, will 
the Gentiles “be afraid of you.” Only a Yid of that 
sort is capable of inspiring such awe among the 
Gentiles that they will not find it in their hearts to 
harm him. - Mayonei Shel Torah 
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Q3>1?bN 'fi >3£)b t3aba OV>r) t3>a*3 t33lN 
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V”0 V"5 tD>11t :bN1\y> 

•■ t : 

You stand this day all of you before the 
Hashem your G-d; your captains of your 
tribes, your elders, and your officers, with 
all the men of Klall Yisroel, {29:9} 

The word oobo indicates that all are 
equal in the sight of Hashem. Your 
leaders, your elders, and your officers 
are no more important in His eyes than 
your hewers of wood and drawers of 
water. - Kli Yokor 

aiuri jini o»ot) jin tmri sp^b >iiri3 ruo 
V'ua b"a id>iit :vin jini Jiifefi jini 

t t v : v t - vs 

See, I have set before you this day life and 
good, and death and evil. {30:15} 

“Good”, not “life”, is the most 
significant word in this verse. This 
indicates that one should not do good in 
order to live; rather, one should live in 
order to do good. - Reb Menachem 
Mendel of Kotzk 
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\?"aa omt :sp£>p 1 NV) T*> spsy aum?... 

...From the hewer of your wood to the 
drawer of your water. {29:10} 

The Chidushei Harim explained it would 
suffice to write from your leaders until 
your water carriers. (So why does the 
Possuk speak out each step?) To this 
answers the Chidushei Harim “Chotev 
Eitzechoh 7p>^y i\?nn” that is he who hews 
ideas, “Eitzos rmy” from the Torah and 
that is included in the Elders - 
Rosheichem oo’vytci - spp>p *NV)1 

That is, he who draws the waters of The 
Torah - Siach Sarfei Kodesh 

aay bN ia*p atoNb Niri t3>b layt? Nbi 
:njwyji njiN uy&\b>i 13 b nnp>i t3>ri 

Nor is it across the sea, [for you] to say, 
“Who can cross to the other side of the sea 
for us and take it for us, so that we can 
listen to it and perform it?” {30:13} 

spabai spaa TN£ latri spbN aiip >a 
v'> - >”> p)vo 'b paa o>aat :iJi\yyb 

Rather, the matter is near to you - in your 
mouth and in your heart - to perform it 
{30:14} 

Rav Moshe Midner ZT”L explained the 
Possuk with the following message, “It is 
not across the ocean etc.” A person is 
not instructed to change over instantly 
from one extreme to extreme, from one 
side to the other, rather gradually step 
by step. 

iJiiyyb sfaabai spaa 

It is in your mouth and heart’s ability to 
do so. 

Sefer Toras Avos - Slonim 
8:30 pm vm b»b mum 'pn tmnn pin *no>b 
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nvnji >yti> oyn >i\^n 

“Teruah” is from the meaning of broken 
and humble. Klall Yisroel knows how to 
break their heart. Whereas by the 
nations of the world tanrpn K»n it 
Their breaking is their demise, as they 
fall in their heart and do not have 
happiness. In contrast to Binei Yisroel, 
even though their heart is broken but 
even so pilin’ *pfl yini 'n with the light 
of Hashem they go. They have 
happiness! Rav Moshe Midner ZT”L - 
Sefer Toras Avos - Slonim 

Rav Yeruchem Levovitz ZT”L, The 
Mashgiach of Mir, in his Sefer Daas Torah 
(in Lekutei Mosrei Torah) Parshas Re’eh, 
speaks about the impending day of 
judgement Rosh Hashonoh. He speaks 
the following in his words, “Behold how 
much must be the Happiness on Rosh 
Hashonoh, the day that all the good of 
the world, all the future, the upcoming 
redemption, the acceptance of the 
entire Torah was created. Also, all the 
Moadim (Holidays) are secured in this 
day.” Therefore, there are those who 
have the custom to dance on Rosh 
Hashonoh, behold it is a cherished 
tradition. 

Kn» K»n Nnb’n tod’o mntn Nnu>n yon 
» niD warn Rip Nn\>> \yn ‘pi’n'p wr t>’n 
'i (]i mnm 'n ’bn *nnbn :'in nnm Npb’t> 

R"V 

Abaye said, since a sign is an action, a 
person should have the practice to eat in 
the beginning of the year Korah, Rubia, 
Karsie, Silka, and Tamrie: Krisus 6. 


nmn wni v't >a 


The Koznitzer Maggid ZY”A was happy on 
the night of Rosh Hashonoh and he said a 
reason for this. As it says in 
The Gemara, “He who is Bisimcha, a 
good Mazel rests on him.” 

The Vilna Goan ZY”A rejoiced by the 
blowing of the Shofar, as then we 
proclaim the crowning of our King, 
Hashem Yisbarach as ruler of the whole 
world. 

The Beis Aharon of Karlin ZY”A once was 
pleased after the Yomim Noraim, that in 
Chodesh Tishrei it passed through his 
hands thousands of kvitlach and not one 
of them were requests for material 
needs. - Mateh Aharon - Pinsk Karlin 

nno nn»nm ni’m nm 
^riw 6161 nyn»»i rtnm rm» 
npy bnri :ivrii66pi nbiri 

pns '»n» urb 
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i"ain n"n 'i v"i63 OYQp3NiDi y'un 
)m 6i byi p’ imir 
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,o>mN b^Nb Nb\y o >pipvo v> :n>n 
tv'iN »”w ,N\?r> Nntmna mN\y 

'i <i>vt7 >”£jpji '>t7 m 'bn 
The Rema in Hilchos Rosh Hashonoh in 
Shulchon Oruch Simin 583:2, Says; that 
some are careful not to eat Egozim 
(nuts) since ms [Egoz] is the same 
numerical value as Cheit Nun - sin. 
The Kotzker ZY”A, added to this that 
Cheit is also the numerical value of 
Cheit, and therefore one must be 
extra careful not to sin during these 
elevated and cherished days. There 
are also various Minhogim (customs) 
concerning not eating sour or bitter 
food during these great days. [Some 
communities only refrain on Rosh 
Hashonoh, and some refrain from 
various sour foods until after Shmini 
Atzeres]. This all must reflect on every 
person not to be a sour or bitter 
person but to be m*mb D'sm mpab try] 
[ideal to Hashem, and ideal to people]. 
We should be suitable to Hashem and 
suitable to his people, especially 
during the mrrbom tramn w - Days of 
mercifulness and forgiveness. 

iwp h - naitf ntt’Jin 
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.n 7b>i 

The Even Ezra expounds, Moshe 
Rabbeinu went to each and every 
Shevet (tribe) to tell them that he is 
departing. They should not be afraid. 
He strengthened their hearts to the 
words of his successor Yehoshua 
(Joshua). 

When Reb Yisroel Salanter ZY”A, was 
about to be Nifter (pass away) it is 
said he was in the company of his 
Gabbai. He explained to his gabbai 
that a dead person (R”L) is not a scary 
thing and he should not fear. From this 
story we see how Great Tzadikim, 
even in their most elevated moments, 
would consider the needs and 
emotions of their followers and all of 
Klall Yisroel. 

bn> m> bn>n ba 

.a"3 

He who is greater than his fellow, his 
[evil] inclination is greater. 

The Baalei Mussar proclaim that this is 
also in “Time”. The greater a time is, 
the greater the Yetzer Horoh [evil 
inclination] works to Chas Vesholom 
lesson a person’s Avodas Hashem. 

Let us use this occasion with strength 
and happiness that we are the children 
of Hashem. 

Reb Zalmen Brizel ZT”L would say in 
the name of Karliner Tzadikim ZY”A. 
“Kol Hagodol - he who is great [in 
Avodas Hashem] - Meichaveiro, it is 
from his friend, Yitzro godol - he who 
has a great yetzer horoh, Heimenu - it 
is because he sits alone [without 
chaveirim (good spiritual friends)]”. 
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n»v ,\ynpr» oi> ,*003 or 
Yom Kippur (Day of forgiveness), 
Yom Hakodosh (The Holy Day), 
Yoma Rabbah (The Great Day) such it is 
called in various Places. 

This is the holiest day of the year, it 
is prm nnitf - Shabbos Shabboson when 
every Yid (Jew) is in the elevation of a 
Mallach (Angel). In Krias Shema we say 
Boruch Sheim out loud just as the 
Mallochim do. 

On a Yom Kippur I had the opportunity 
to Daven in a Shtiebel in Brooklyn. 
During the Hafsokoh (break), I passed 
through the coat room and overheard 
one Yungerman say to his friend, “Yom 
Kippur, every minute is a million 
Dollars!” 

Reb Yisroel Salanter ZY”A said that if 
Hashem would give us Yom Kippur only 
once in seventy years, we would make 
the greatest preparation for it. Just 
because it comes on a yearly basis, it 
does not minimize its significance and 
greatness. 
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P fPlim 'N p30 J113N Jl3t7P : 331 

A Chossid of Reb Osher Stoliner ZY"A was 
in Petersburg and had a Nisoyon 
(tribulation) to sin. It immediately 
occurred to him that Rosh Hashonoh is 
coming, and the Rebbe is going to 
proclaim in Davening, *f?ftn Hamelech 
- The King! and so he did not sin. From 
here we see how being connected to a 
Tzaddik can save one from sinning. 

A Chossid once had a Nisoyon 
(tribulation) to sin Chas Vesholom [G-d 
Forbid]. He thought it over and came to 
the following conclusion. To Hashem, to 
whom he will have to give a Din 
Vicheshbon (accounting), he will say I am 
only a human an flesh and blood. 
To my Rebbe I will say, "You know that I 
have a Yetzer Hora (Evil Inclination)." 
Then one last thing occurred to him, but 
with my friends, how will I be able to sit 
with them in equality and be in their 
company after sinning. From this story 
we can learn the value of having proper 
good friends for Torah and Mitzvos. 

It is said from Kotzker Talmidim, that a 
big portion of traveling to a Tzaddik is to 
be in the companionship of the fellow 
Chasidim. 

nip? nimnn -im nm 
bmp’ baba lab nyapn nbiNa nap 
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>ii?n xiNri V£V>j?i niltNi o>&wr) «nNfi 

'N l"b pl£) t3>111 lit? : >p 

Give ear, 0 heavens, and I will speak; 
and may the earth hear the words of 
my mouth. [32:1] 

The Maggid of Mezritch, Reb Dov Ber 
ZY"A, was spending time studying at 
his Heilige (Holy) Rebbe The Baal 
Shem Tov Hakodosh ZY"A. When He 
wanted to return home to his family 
the Mezritcha Maggid ZY”A asked 
permission from his Rebbe the Baal 
Shem Tov ZY”A to return home. The 
Baal Shem Tov ZY”A requested him to 
stay longer and explained as follows. 
"As long as a Talmud (pupil) is 
yearning to hear my Torah, I have the 
ability to say Torah and be a 
wellspring of teaching." 

Similar to; 

(♦'> niifc ,♦'? Ji>3VJi) obiifc ijii> n>fcbJi£i 
From my students more than all [Tanis 
7., Makos 10.] 

The Me’or Veshomesh says that a 
Darshon (Mentor), is a Tzinur 
(channel) to say what the listeners 
must hear. As it says in Pirkei 
Avos, nn5r , o& nmis nvw - The Zechus 
Avos (Merit of the Ancestors) of those 
learning and listening, helps he who is 
speaking. 

n"y minn 'i ni run nhni numn >napr iy*? 

minn r"’U)n tid’d nv 
[nyn p’ban m yo ppm Kin ,T"»i»n - nnyn] 


8:30 pm ^ mum 'pn D”nn tin Tin’ 1 ? 


(m i"ba) bJibJin \ypv in 
An awkward and twisted generation. 
[32:5] 

The Rebbe Reb Bunim ZY”A once said 
cheerfully that he did not know the 
definition of awkward and twisted. 
What is the difference between one 
and the other? Until he sat once in 
Danzig on the night of Shabbos Kodesh 
in the house of wine and a Jewish man 
came to drink wine. There were two 
waiters, one Jewish and one Gentile. 
They both went to the wine cellar, 
the Jewish waiter took the candle 
( mip - Desecration of the Holy 
Shabbos ), and the Gentile took the 
wine ( 103 r - Poured wine [Forbidden 
to prevent intermarriage, or poured 
for idols.] Shulchon Aruch Yoreh Deya 
123:1 ). Had they done the opposite it 
would have been fine. That is the 
definition of ^nYnDi itfpy . From here 
we can learn that the right person has 
to do the right thing at the right time. 
mi>mut> nTriy - tppns m ion ’"y hk 1 ? khi’ 
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('a p\yN*if» on oab onn pi) 

d":> *»)»n) NttihiJi \im>3 tniiivn vw>o 

By the Yom Tov of Sukkos the Possuk calls 
it Bayom Harieshon - The First Day. On 
this the Medrash says Rishon Licheshbon 
Avonos - the first day of counting of 
Aveiros (sins). Why is this so, that after 
Yom Kippur until Sukkos it does not begin 
the counting of Aveiros? 

The Sefas Ernes ZY”A says, that since the 
Hachanoh (preparation) of a Mitzvah is 
greater than the Mitzvah itself, and 
between Yom Kippur and Sukkos Yidden 
are preparing for all the Mitzvos of Sukkos, 
it is only on Sukkos itself that it starts the 
counting of Aveiros. 

The Kedushas Levi ZY”A expounds on the 
Medrash of Rishon Licheshbon Avonos. 
How can it be that on Sukkos lrnnaw pi 
the time of joy, it should be the starting 
point of counting Aveiros? He explains as 
such. As we all know the Gemorah [Yuma 
81:2], that one that does nxT» rmwn - 
Teshuva from fear, mmo rmrrT - His 
outright sins become mistaken sins. 
Whereas he who does mnxa rrntpn 
Teshuva Meyahava, out of love for 
Hashem, then nron mim - His 

aveiros become Zechusim (merits). 
Continues the Kedushas Levi, the month of 
Elul and Aseres Yemei Teshuva are a time 
of Teshuva Meyira, out of fear. Then 
comes Sukkos Zman Simchoseinu, The Yom 
Tov of joy. It is now rmwn 

nnntfa repentance out of love for Hashem. 
Says the Kedushas Levi, we now take out 
all the Aveiros and recount them that they 
should now turn into Zechusim out of 
Teshuva Meyahava during The Festival of 
Joy irnnawpT. 


T'b nwn noipn >m 

...and the Festival of Harvest shall be at the 
changing of the year. (Shemos 34:22) 

From this Heilige (Holy) Yom Tov one can 
gather and take strength and inspiration in 
Avodas Hashem for the whole year. - 
Sabbah Kadisha of Lechovich 

On the Yom Tov of Sukkos a Yid must start 
anew his Avodas Hashem [Serving Hashem] 
with happiness. 

Such as a parable about a son of a king 
that ran away from his father. He then 
returned to the King, and his observance. 
The King is not sure to settle with him 
since he suspects that maybe his 

repentance is not from his inner will, but 
just from fear of the King. But when the 
King sees that he serves him with 
happiness and love, he then knows that he 
returns to him with a full heart. That is 
the subject of Sukkos. - Sabbah Kadisha of 
Slonim 

y'r npn nmiN 'n p bnyn >bnaa 'n n"mn P’pr i'y? 
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*"> n"3 >v\y> - 'w insji nnfcwa >a 

For in gladness shall you go out etc. 
[Yeshaya 55:12] 

Reb Henoch of Alexander ZY”A, 
said on this Possuk that when a 
person is happy, he can save 
himself from all troubles and bad 
events. - Siach Sarfei Kodesh 

The Yom Tov of Shmini Atzeres is 
the climax of Zman Simchoseinu - 
the time of rejoicing. We rejoice 
with Hashem and His Torah on this 
special Yom Tov. 

The Beis Ahron ZY”A says as 
follows; Just as doing the Yomim 
Noraim the sources are open by 
means of the channel of Yirah - 
fear. So to, during these days of 
Zman Simchaseinu - Succos and 
Shmini Atzeres, the sources of 
Rachamim and Chasodim (pity and 
righteousness) are open thru love 
and happiness. During Zman 
Simchaseinu - our time of joy! 

- Sefer Beis Aharon - Karlin, 
Michtivei Kodesh (p. 156, column 1) 
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Seforim of “Al HaTorah Val HoAvodah” 

In Loshon Kodesh - years 5769, 5770, 5775, 5778, 

And the new Sefer “Divrei Torah Baer Heitev” in English 
are now in print, to order please call 
1-919-459-5858, or 1-844-212-0689 
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May it be His will that [His Presence] rest 
on His people etc. [Zmiros Leil Shabbos] 
Reb Osher (Hazoken) of Stolin ZY”A 
said »yiv pbyow ok 7m 5m nvyn” 
“Tishrei should settle on the 
Yidden”. - Mateh Ahron, Pinsk Karlin 
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The Chiddushei Harim ZY”A, 
explains the cycle of events of 
Chodesh Tishrei. 

Rosh Hashonoh, and Yom Kippur are 
a level of Yiroh - fear. Sukkos is a 
circumstance of Ahava - Love to 
Hashem. And Simchas Torah is 
“Nishba binikitas cheifetz”, 
Swearing while holding a holy 
object. 

When we dance with the Heilige 
Sefer Torah, it is as we are 
swearing to Hashem holding our 
sacred possession, The Sefer 
Torah, by which we will follow, and 
live a life of Torah and Mitzvohs. 
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Contact us for dedications, in honor of a Simcha, 
Yohrtzeit, or Zechus etc., Loshon Hakodesh 
“Al HaTorah Val HoAvodah” or English versions, received 
by thousands worldwide. Send in yours and your friend's 
addresses to receive ASAP. 

Ah Guttin Yom Tov - Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig 










